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PREFACE 


HE  history  of  the  Gillman  or  Gilman  Family  was  until  recently 
almost  entirely  unknown. 


Genealogists  appear  to  have  overlooked  the  name  or  not  considered 
the  family  of  sufficient  importance  to  chronicle. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  name,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  so  few 
Gilmans  or  Gillmans  living  in  England,  encouraged  the  writer  to  hope 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  trace  out  the  history  of  his  own  immediate 
family  further  than  his  knowledge  extended  when  he  commenced 
the  investigation,  which  reached  but  little  further  back  than  his 
grandfather,  James  Gillman,  the  Surgeon  of  Highgate,  with  whom 
the  poet  and  philosopher,  S.  T.  Coleridge,  found  a  home  of  peace  and 
lived  as  an  honoured  guest  during  the  last  eighteen  years  of  his  life. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  writer  became  acquainted 
with  a  Mr.  Daniel  Gillman,  of  Anne  Mount,  Co.  Cork,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  a  similar  work  for  some  years  in  respect  to  the  Irish 
branch  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Daniel  Gillman  had,  after  much  labour  and  many  years  of 
search  from  old  wills,  &c,  traced  out  his  family  and  that  of  Sir  John 
St.  Leger  Gillman,  Bart.,  who  died  in  1816,  to  a  John  Gillman  or 
Gilman,  who  came  from  England  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
probably  with  the  Earl  of  Essex  in  his  useless  expedition  of  1599. 

John  Gillman,  who  married  Eleanor  O'Callaghan,  the  daughter  of 
Cnogher  O'Callaghan,  Chief  of  the  Territory  called  Poble  O'Callaghan, 
and  settled  at  Curraheen,  in  the  County  of  Cork,  founded  the  Irish 
branch  of  Gillmans.  He  died  in  the  year  1644.  The  birthplace, 
origin,  and  family  in  England  of  this  John  Gillman  still  remained  to 
be  discovered  by  the  present  writer.  Playfair,  in  his  "British  Families 
of  Antiquity,"  published  in  the  year  181 1,  gives  some  account  of  the 
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descendants  of  John  Gillman,  down  to  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman, 
created  a  baronet  October  ist,  1799,  but  his  particulars  are  not 
altogether  accurate. 

A  very  important  and  interesting  work  then  came  to  the  writer's 
knowledge,  "  A  Gilman  Genealogy,  or  History  of  the  American 
Branch  of  the  Family,"  by  Arthur  Gilman,  A.M.,  of  the  Harvard 
University,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  U.S.A.  This  book,  published 
in  Albany,  New  York,  in  the  year  1869,  contains  a  most  interesting 
description  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  and  their  English 
ancestors  in  Norfolk,  as  far  back  as  Edward  Gilman,  who  died  at 
Caston,  Norfolk,  in  the  year  1573. 

His  grandson,  Edward,  with  his  wife,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  and  servants,  emigrated  to  America  from  Hingham, 
Norfolk,  in  the  year  1638,  and  founded  the  American  branch  of  the 
family,  of  which  it  was  said,  in  the  year  1827,  that  "  Edward  Gilman's 
descendants  are  as  numerous  as  the  sands  of  the  sea  shore,  and  that 
there  was  hardly  a  State  in  the  Union  where  they  might  not  be 
found."*  This  work  contains  the  dates  of  births,  marriages,  deaths 
and  particulars  of  over  1,500  Gilmans  in  America;  also  biographies 
and  biographical  sketches  of  many  leading  citizens  of  that  name. 

The  history  and  particulars  of  the  Norfolk  branch  of  the  family 
were  obtained  by  Arthur  Gilman  in  the  year  1865,  from  Mrs.  Ann 
Gilman,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Heyhoe  Le  Neve  Gilman,  who  had  at  a 
great  expense  of  time  and  money  collected  the  materials  for  a  history 
and  pedigree  of  the  Norfolk  branch  of  the  Gilmans  from  parish 
records,  wills  and  other  sources  as  far  back  as  the  sixteenth  century. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Le  N.  Gilman  died  in  i860  in  his  87th  year,  leaving 
all  his  genealogical  papers  to  his  widow,  who  placed  them  at  the 
service  of  Mr.  Arthur  Gilman.  She  died  in  1879,  aged  85,  leaving  in 
her  will  the  papers  to  her  late  husband's  nephew,  Edward  Gilman, 
who  had  for  many  years  resided  in  Canada  West.  Mr.  Arthur  Gilman 
having  kindly  given  full  permission  to  reproduce  any  information 
contained  in  his  work,  the  writer  has  availed  himself  of  the  same  in 

*  "History  of  Hingham,  Massachusetts,"  by  Solomon  Lincoln,  Jun.     Farmer  and  Brown,  1827. 
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the  chapter  on  the  American  Gilmans,  and  much  of  the  information 
concerning  the  Norfolk  Gilmans  is  derived  from  the  same  source, 
further  and  more  ancient  particulars  of  this  branch  of  the  family- 
having  been  obtained  from  old  wills,  records,  &c,  in  the  course  of 
the  general  investigation  into  the  history  of  the  Gillman  Family  for 
this  work. 

Stimulated  and  encouraged  by  the  labours  of  Mr.  Arthur  Gilman 
of  America,  by  those  of  Mr.  Samuel  Heyhoe  Le  Neve  Gilman  of 
Norfolk  and  by  those  of  Mr.  Daniel  Gillman  of  Ireland,  &c,  the 
author  of  this  genealogy  has  searched  the  whole  of  the  wills  of  the 
name  of  Gilman  or  Gillman  existing  at  Somerset  House,  from  the 
year  1404  to  recent  dates,  including,  besides  those  registered  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  (originally  in  Doctors'  Commons), 
those  proved  in  other  Courts  and  "  Peculiars  "  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London,  such  as  Rochester,  Shoreham,  Croydon,  Reigate  and 
Essex  and  Herts,  the  indexes  and  wills  in  which  were  removed  to 
Somerset  House  in  1857,  but  which  are  not  generally  accessible  to 
the  public. 

Besides  these  a  list  of  the  wills  of  the  name  of  Gilman  and 
particulars  were  extracted  from  those  proved  in  the  several  Courts 
at  Norwich,  viz.,  the  Archdeaconry  of  Norwich,  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Norfolk,  the  Consistory  Court  of  Norwich  and  the  Peculiar  Court  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich,  which  extend  back  to  the  year 
1426.  Also  the  wills  registered  in  the  Courts  of  the  Diocese  of  Ely, 
of  the  Cambridge  University,  of  Canterbury  and  of  Suffolk. 

A  search  in  the  Library  of  the  College  of  Arms,  London,  has 
yielded  much  valuable  information.  Ancient  pedigrees  of  the  family 
and  various  grants  and  confirmations  of  coats  of  arms  by  the  Heralds 
in  their  Visitations  at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  and  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century  were  found  and  extracted. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Edward  Bellasis,  Lancaster  Heraldy 
for  great  assistance  in  searching  the  records  at  the  College  of  Arms 
and  for  copies  of  the  pedigrees  and  coats  of  arms. 

The  searches  were  continued  amongst  the  ancient  manuscripts  in 
the    Harleian    and    other    Collections    in   the    British    Museum,   also 
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amongst  the  Records  and  the  State  Papers  at  the  Record  Office  in 
London  and  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  Lambeth  Palace.  From  a 
number  of  Parish  Registers  in  parishes  in  which  Gillmans  have 
resided  valuable  entries  were  copied.  From  all  these  sources  much 
historical  and  interesting  information  has  been  obtained,  which  the 
writer  has  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  weave  into  a  continuous 
record,  though  much  must  necessarily  be  still  left  in  a  disjunctive  and 
incomplete  state. 

Much  interesting  material  concerning  the  ancient  Gilmans  was 
discovered  after  the  greater  part  of  this  work  had  been  printed.  In 
order  to  arrange  this  additional  information  with  the  proper  sections 
into  which  the  Family  naturally  divides  itself,  the  author  has  been 
compelled  to  number  some  of  the  pages  inserted  for  this  purpose  with 
letters  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  figures,  as  he  considered  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  adopt  this  plan  instead  of  printing  the  new 
matter  as  an  appendix  at  the  end  of  the  work,  where  it  might  escape 
the  attention  of  the  reader. 

The  writer  is  indebted  for  assistance  and  information  to  Mr. 
"William  Brigg,  B.A.,  of  Harpenden,  St.  Albans,  Editor  of  the  "  Herts 
Genealogist  and  Antiquary,"  &c,  and  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Fowler, 
Secretary  of  the  St.  Albans  Architectural  Society,  for  many  particulars 
from  Parish  Registers,  &c,  concerning  the  St.  Albans  Gilmans  ;  to 
Mr.  Walter  Rye,  Author  of  "  Records  and  Record  Searching,"  &c, 
for  several  mentions  of  ancient  Gylmyns  in  old  Records ;  to  Mr. 
Herbert  Webb  Gillman,  B.A.,  of  Clonteadmore,  Coachford,  Co.  Cork, 
for  a  most  interesting  account  of  his  branch  of  the  Irish  Gillmans,  and 
to  Mr.  Henry  Gillman,  now  resident  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  U.S.A.,  for 
the  particulars  concerning  the  Gillmans  of  Belrose,  &c,  Co.  Cork, 
Ireland,  of  which  family  he  is  the  eldest  representative. 

In  the  Chapter  on  the  Gillmans  of  Highgate  several  hitherto 
unpublished  letters  and  notes  of  the  Poet  Coleridge  are  printed  with 
the  kind  assent  of  Mr.  Ernest  Hartley  Coleridge,  the  owner  of  his 
grandfather's  copyrights,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Lloyd,  the  Author  of  the 
"  History  of  Highgate,"  has  kindly  permitted  several  extracts  to  be 
made  from  his  work. 
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To  Mr.  Arthur  Gilman,  the  Author  of  the  American  Gilman 
Genealogy,  and  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Bell,  of  Exeter,  U.S.A.,  the  author  is 
indebted  for  three  beautifully  engraved  portraits  of  leading  Americans 
of  that  family,  and  to  Mr.  Theodore  Gilman,  of  New  York,  for  the 
autotype  facsimile  of  the  George  Washington  Commission  ;  many 
other  members  of  the  several  branches  of  the  family  in  England, 
Ireland  and  America  have  likewise  rendered  valuable  assistance 
towards  perfecting  this  Book. 

The  indulgence  of  all  its  readers  is  asked  for  the  many  short- 
comings, omissions  and  imperfections  of  this  work,  which  is  but  a 
commencement  or  a  framework  of  a  Family  History  which  may 
hereafter  be  continued  corrected  and  rendered  more  complete  by  some 
more  competent  member  of  the  Family. 
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GILLMAN    FAMILY. 


Chapter  I. 
Orthography  of  the  Name. 

THE    earliest  records  of  the  name   of  Gillman,  or  Gilman,   for 
the  two  names    are   undoubtedly  identical,   are  to  be   found 
connected  with  North  Wales,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caer- 
narvon ;    in    Gloucestershire ;    in   the    Eastern   Counties,    specially   in 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Essex  and   Hunts ;  in  Kent,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Canterbury ;   in  London  and  Surrey. 

The  family  is  not  to  be  found  in  olden  times  continuously 
elsewhere  in  England,  as  far  as  the  searches  of  the  writer  have  gone. 
There  is  also  a  large  Irish  branch,  descended  from  one  John  Gilman, 
who  settled  in  the  Province  of  Munster  at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
century  and  married  Ellen  O'Callaghan,  granddaughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Clancarty,  from  whom  all  the  Irish  Gillmans  are  descended. 

The  American  branch  of  the  family,  the  largest  of  all,  are  the 
descendants  of  Edward  Gilman,  who  emigrated  from  Hingham, 
Norfolk,  in  1638,  with  his  wife,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  and 
landing  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  has  left  posterity  in  the  United 
States,  numbering  at  the  present  day  over  1,300. 
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In  order  to  trace  out  the  history  of  this  family  it  is  necessary  to 
consider  the  orthography  of  the  name.  In  the  present  day  it  is  spelt 
Gilman  or  Gillman,  either  with  one  or  two  It's,  but  in  the  older  times 
the  spelling  was  more  diverse.  The  American  branch  spell  their 
name  with  one  /,  likewise  the  Norfolk  family,  from  which  the  American 
branch  is  almost  entirely  descended.  The  Irish  branch,  which  dates 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  all  spell  their  name 
with  two  tl'sy  though  the  original  founder  of  the  family,  John  Gilman, 
in  signing  his  will,  spelt  his  name  with  one  /. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  and  previously  the  name  was  variously 
spelt  Gilmyn,  Gilmin,  Gylmyn,  Gylmin,  Gyllmyn,  and  sometimes 
Guylmyn.  This  variety  in  spelling  is  to  be  found  in  the  wills,  &c, 
of  the  family  in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  the  name  is  met  with, 
viz.,  Bristol,  London,  Surrey,  Norfolk,  Huntingdonshire,  Essex  and 
Kent. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  in  all  these  counties 
the  spelling  of  the  name  gradually  changed  into  Gylman,  a  being 
substituted  for  the  y  in  myn,  and  then  /'  for  the  y  in  Gyl,  so  that  we 
get  Gilman  and  often  Gillman  ;  the  different  forms  of  spelling  run 
concurrently  and  interchangeably  for  some  time  and  then  finally 
settle  into  Gilman  and  Gillman.  This  change  takes  place  at  the 
time  that  the  English  language  changed  from  Middle  English  into 
Modern  English  and  the  spelling  of  words  was  finally  settled  as  now 
followed. 

It  is  of  course  well  known  to  all  readers  of  old  documents  that 
the  orthography  of  most  words  in  the  Middle  Ages  varied  very  much, 
so  that  this  variety  and  change  in  the  spelling  of  the  name  of  Gilman 
is  not  remarkable.  That  it  is  identically  the  same  family  is  shown 
by  the  following  evidence.  The  oldest  monument  or  tablet,  now  in 
existence,  erected  to  a  Gylmyn,  Gilmyn  or  Gilman,  is  that  in  the 
Parish  Church  of  S.  Mary,  Reigate,  Surrey.  It  consists  of  a  brass 
plate,  about  of  inches  by  5^  inches,  let  into  a  hard  stone  slab, 
surmounted  with  a  coat  of  arms  and  crest.  This  tablet  is  inside  the 
Church  on  the  north  wall,  at  the  western  end  thereof,   immediately 
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opposite  the  south  door.     The  inscription  is  clearly  cut  into  the  brass 
in  the  following  elegant  lines  : — 

Ecce  jacent  subter  pedibus  simulossa  duorum 

Anthonii  Gilmyn  conjugis  atque  sua? 
Ouos  pietas  quos  vera  fides  conjunxit  amore 

De  quorum  Carolus  sanguine  solus  erat 

Obiit  hie  230  die  Augusti 

1575 

Ilia  250  Decembris 

1580. 

The  coat  of  arms  surmounting  the  tablet  is  a  leg,  couped  at  the 
thigh,  booted  and  spurred,  surmounted  with  crest,  a  man's  leg,  as  in 
the  arms,  issuing  out  of  rays. 

In  the  "Herald's  Visitation  of  Surrey,"  1623  (College  of  Arms, 
C.  2,  251b)  a  copy  of  the  inscription  is  given  and  a  drawing  of  the  coat 
of  arms  (see  opposite  page).  This  coat  of  arms  agrees  exactly  with 
that  given  in  "  Edmonson's  Heraldry,"  1780,  also  in  "  Burke's  General 
Armoury,"  as  borne  by  Gilman,  of  Deptford  Strand,  co.  Kent. 

At  Somerset  House  is  the  will  of  Charles  Gilmyn  (so  spelt),  son 
of  Anthony  Gylmyn,  of  Reigate,  dated  December  9,  1630:  "in  the 
sixte  yeare  of  the  Rayne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles  by  the  Grace 
of  God  Kinge  of  England  Scotland  France  and  Ireland  Defender  of 
the  Faith  &c  "  and  is  signed  Ch.  Gilmin. 

In  the  "Visitation  of  Surrey,"  1623,  in  the  College  of  Arms  is 
given  the  pedigree  of  Charles  Gilmyn,  his  father  Anthonny  Gilmyn, 
and  grandfather  Richardus  Gilmyn,  signed  by  Ch.  Gilmyn  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  is  surmounted  by  the  coat  of  arms  of  Charles 
Gilmyn.*  A  nearly  similar  pedigree  is  given  of  the  same  family  in 
"Vincent's  Surrey,"  1623,  page  270,  going  back  to  Richd.  Gilman, 
in  which  the  name  is  spelt  man  all  through. f  In  other  wills  of 
the  sixteenth  century  the  name  is  spelt  indiscriminately  Gylmyn, 
Guylmyn,  Guillmyn,  Gilmyn,  all  the  different  ways  sometimes  in 
the  same  will. 

*  See  Chapter  IV.,  "  Gillmans  of  Surrey."  f  See  page  24. 


Orthography  of  the  Name. 


The  exact  similarity  between  the  coat  of  arms  in  all  the  different 
branches  of  the  family  from  the  earliest  time,  viz.,  Ar.,  a  man's  leg 
couped  at  the  thigh,  sa.,  shows  the  identity  of  Gilmyn,  spelt  with  y, 
with  Gilman  of  the  modern  spelling. 

Further  evidence  of  identity  of  Gilmyn,  Gilman  and  Gillman,  is 
found  in  the  will  of  this  Anthonii  Gilmyn,  to  be  seen  at  Somerset 
House,  London,  which  is  dated  "  The  twentieth  daye  of  August  in  the 
yere  of  our  Lorde  God  a  thousand  fyve  hundreth  seventie  fyve,"  and 
the  name  is  spelt  "Anthony  Gi/Zman,  of  Reygate,"  and  is  proved  by 
his  son,  Carolo  Gilman,  on  Nov.  8,  1575. 

Charles  Gilman  or  Charles  Gillmin,  as  written  on  his  monument, 
was  buried  at  Nutfield  Church,  Surrey,  about  three  miles  from  Reigate. 
His  tablet  is  a  stone  let  into  the  inside  of  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel 
and  consists  of  a  coat  of  arms,  the  same  as  his  father's  at  Reigate, 
and  the  following  inscription  roughly  cut  into  the  stone  : — 

HEERE   UNDER   FEET   LYETH   BURIED   CHARLES 

GILLMIN   THE   SONNE   OF  ANTHONYE 

GILLMYN    OF   REIGATE    GENT   WHO 

DIED   THE    13   OF   APRIL    1631 

AS   BY  Y";   MONUMT   OF   YE   SAID   ANTHONY   IN   REIGAT  APEARS 

The  last  line  is  much  crowded  by  the  sculptor,  who  found  the 
space  at  his  disposal  limited.  It  will  be  observed  the  name  is  twice 
spelt  with  two  th. 

Throughout  the  following  history  great  care  has  been  taken  in 
copying  the  ancient  documents,  pedigrees,  wills,  &c,  to  follow  the 
original  spelling  of  the  name  of  Gillman,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
the  same  document  it  is  variously  spelt  with  one  /,  two  //s,  with  y  for  i 
and  y  and  i  for  a. 


Chapter  II. 

JVelsh  Origin  of  the  Family, 
Cilmin  Troed-dhu  or  Gilman  with  the  Black  Leg. 

ARTHUR  GILMAN,  in  his  "  Gilman  Genealogy,"  published  in 
Albany,  New  York,  as  mentioned  in  the  Introduction,  says 
"  the  earliest  discovered  records  of  anything  like  the  name  of 
Gilman  are  connected  with  Wales.  Cilmin  Troed-dhu  of  Glynllison 
in  Uwch  Gwir  Vai  in  Caer-yn-Arvonshire,  lived  in  the  year  843,  in 
the  time  of  Roderick  the  Great  (the  last  King  of  Wales),  with  whom 
he  came  out  of  the  North  of  Britain.*  He  bore,  Argent,  a  man's  leg 
couped,  sable.  See  '  A  Display  of  Heraldry,  of  the  particular  coat  - 
armours  now  in  use  in  the  six  counties  of  North  Wales,  etc.,'  by  John 
Reynolds,  of  Oswestry,  Antiquarian,  Chester.  Printed  by  Roger 
Adams  for  the  Author,  1739.  Pages  4  and  15.  This  Cilmin  was  head 
of  one  of  the  fifteen  noble  tribes  of  North  Wales,  and  there  appears 
good  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  one  of  the  Ancestors  of  the  Gilmans 
of  England,  Ireland  and  America." 

Arthur  Gilman  bases  his  opinion  that  the  Gilmans  are  descended 
from  this  Cilmin  Troed-dhu,  from  the  fact  that  the  Norfolk  Gilmans 
have  always  borne  as  their  coat  of  arms  a  man's  leg  coupe  a  la  cuisse, 
sable,  the  same  as  borne  by  Cilmin  Troed-dhu.  The  supposition  of 
Arthur  Gilman  that  Cilmin  Troed-dhu  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
Gilmans  has  been  fully  borne  out  by  the  searches  of  the  present 
author,    who    since    Arthur    Gilman   wrote    his   work,    in    1869,    has 

*  It  was  with  Mervyn  Fryche,  the  father  of  Roderic  the  Great,  that  Cilmin  came  into  Wales. 
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discovered  much  stronger  evidence  than  that  known  to  him,  showing 
the  identity  of  the  family  of  Gilman  with  Cilmin  Troed-dhu. 

The  coat  of  arms  given  by  Vincent,  the  Herald,  borne  by  Cilmin, 
or  Kylmyn  Droed-du,  as  the  name  is  spelt  by  Vincent  in  his  "  Welsh 
Coats  of  Arms,"  page  428,  written  about  1620,  and  now  in  the  College 
of  Arms,  is  displayed  on  the  opposite  page.* 

On  comparison  this  coat  of  arms  of  Kylmyn  Droed-du  will  be 
found  almost  identical  with  that  confirmed  by  Cook,  the  Herald,  in 
his  Grants,  circa  1584,  to  Henry  Gilman,  of  Twickenham,  Middlesex, 
son  of  John  Gylmyn  of  London  and  Richmond,  and  formerly  of  Troyle, 
in  Anglesea,  found  in  Cook's  Grants,  College  of  Arms,  B.,  E.D.N. 
47b,  also  given  on  the  opposite  page. 

In  each  coat  of  arms  will  be  observed — Argent,  an  eagle  displayed 
with  two  heads,  sa.  Three  ragged  staffs,  gu.,  fired  proper.  A  man's 
leg  couped  a  la  cuisse,  sa.  There  is  a  little  difference  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  charges.  Henry  Gilman  in  the  4th  quarter,  probably, 
bears  the  arms  of  his  mother's  family,  the  Hornebolts,  of  Gaunt 
(Ghent),  in  Flanders,  his  mother  being  Susan  Hornebolt,  Maid  of 
Honour  to  Anne  of  Cleves. 

It  is  evident  that  had  not  Henry  Gilman,  of  Twickenham,  been 
descended  from  Cilmin  Troed-dhu,  the  Heralds  in  those  days  would 
not  have  allowed  him  to  bear  a  similar  coat  of  arms,  which  was 
likewise  borne  by  the  Glyns,  also  unquestionably  descendants  of 
Cilmin  Troed-dhu.  (See  "  Burke's  Peerage  and  Baronetage,"  under 
Glyn,  of  Ewell,  Co.  of  Surrey,  and  Glynne,  of  Hawarden  Castle,  Co. 
of  Flint.) 

It  will  be  also  seen  that  the  crest  borne  by  Henry  Gilman,  an 
eagle's  head,  erased,  sa.,  guttee  d'or,  in  the  beak  a  brand  ragule,  sa., 
fired  ppr.,  is  identical  with  that  borne  by  the  Glyns  at  the  present 
day.     (See  "  Burke's  Peerage  and  Baronetage,"  &c.) 

*  Augustine  Vincent  was  appointed  Rouge  Rose  Poursuivant  in  1615-16,  Rouge  Croix  in 
1621  and  Windsor  Herald  in  1624.  He  was  much  esteemed  at  the  College  of  Arms  for  his  great 
ability  and  equal  industry.  He  made  large  Collections  from  the  Tower  Records  and  other 
valuable  materials  and  died  nth  Jan.,  1625-6.  His  worthless  son,  John  Vincent,  sold  240  of  his 
father's  manuscripts  to  Ralp  Sheldon,  of  Weston,  who  bequeathed  them  to  the  College.  His 
works,  though  not  of  official  authority,  are  not  inferior  in  respect  to  accuracy. 
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It  will  be  shown  hereafter  that  the  son  of  this  Henry  Gilman,  by 
his  wife,  Isabelle  West,  was  John  Gilman,  the  first  ancestor  of  the 
Irish  Gillmans.     (Chapter  V.,  "  Gillmans  of  Ireland.") 

The  father  of  Henry  Gilman  was  John  Gylmyn  or  Guylmyn, 
"  gentilman  harbinger"  to  Queen  Mary  and  Yeoman  of  the  Crown  in 
Henry  VIII. 's  time.  Full  particulars  of  this  family  will  be  found  in 
the  following  Chapter. 

Arthur  Gilman,  in  his  "Gilman  Genealogy,"  says:  "The  fact 
that  the  Gilmans,  in  all  branches  of  the  family,  have  always  borne  the 
same  arms,  and  the  similarity  in  the  orthography  of  the  names,  adds 
weight  to  the  opinion  that  Cilmin  was  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Gilmans. 
The  break  in  the  line  of  descent  reaching  from  the  Anglo-Saxons  to 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  a  period  of  seven  centuries,  is  easily 
accounted  for  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  countries  of  England  and 
Wales,  caused  by  the  successive  invasions  of  the  Danes  and  Normans." 

The  writer  has,  after  continued  research,  been  able  to  complete 
this  line  of  descent  and  the  pedigree  between  Cilmin  Troed-dhu  of 
the  year  843  and  John  Gylmyn  of  Henry  VIII. 's  time. 

The  pedigree  on  the  following  page  is  compiled  from  the  "  Heraldic 
Visitation  of  Wales,"  by  Lewys  Dwnn,  in  1586,  in  the  College  of 
Arms,  and  "  Harleian  MSS.,"  No.  1969,  British  Museum,  the  "  English 
Baronetage,"  1741,  and  other  sources. 

It  will  be  observed  in  this  pedigree  that  the  Gylmyns  are  descended 
from  Richard  ap  Robert  ap  Mredydd,  or  the  son  of  Robert  ap  Mredydd 
by  his  first  wife,  Sian  (Jane),  daughter  of  John  Puleston,  whilst  the 
Glynns  are  descended  from  the  second  wife  of  Robert  ap  Mredydd, 
Ellen,  daughter  of  William  Bulkley,  Constable  of  Beaumaris.  The 
Gylmyns  are  therefore  the  elder  branch  and  the  Glynns  the  junior. 

It  is  well  known  that  Henry  VIII.  invited  many  Welshmen  to 
his  Court  and  promoted  them  to  positions  in  his  retinue,  and  amongst 
others  Richard  ap  Robert  ap  Mredydd. 

Richard  ap  Robert  when  he  came  to  England  followed  the 
English  custom  of  taking  a  surname  and  assumed  that  of  his 
renowned  ancestor  Cilmin,  Kylmyn  or  Gylmyn,  becoming  Richard 


Welsh  Origin  of  the  Family. 


Gylmyn,  whilst  the  Glynns  took  their  surname  from  Glyn  Llivon, 
the  ancient  stronghold  of  Cilmin.  This  explains  the  separation  of 
the  two  families,  who,  though  bearing  different  surnames,  bore  a 
similar  coat  of  arms  and  crest. 

As  is  often  the  case  in  families,  when  Robert  ap  Mredydd  married 
a  second  time,  the  children  of  the  first  wife  were  in  little  favour.  The 
Glyns,  the  children  of  Ellen,  the  second  wife,  came  into  the  property 
of  Glyn  Llivon,  whilst  the  Gylmyn s,  the  children  of  the  first  wife, 
having  to  seek  their  fortune  elsewhere,  migrated  to  London  and  in 
the  Court  of  Henry  VIIL,  as  will  be  shown  further  on,  made  an 
honourable  position. 

Surnames  in  England  came  into  use  early  in  the  twelfth  century, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  fourteenth  century  they  became  usual  rather 
than  exceptional. 

The  custom  of  surnames  in  Wales  in  early  times  was  not  known, 
they  described  themselves  as  "ap"  or  "ab" — the  "son  of" — as 
Llivon  ap  Cilmin  or  Llivon  the  son  of  Cilmin,  Llowach  ap  Llivon  or 
Llowach  the  son  of  Llivon,  the  fuller  name  of  Llowach  would  be 
Llowach  ap  Llivon  ap  Cilmin.  In  course  of  time  the  name  in  this 
way  would  become  tediously  long.  Hence  the  ancestral  name  of 
Cilmin  was  dropped,  to  be  revived  when  Richard  ap  Robert  ap 
Mredydd,  father  of  John  Gylmyn,  came  to  England  and  took  the 
surname  of  his  ancestor,  Cilmin  or  Gilmin,  and  spelt  it  according 
to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  Gylmyn. 

The  letter  C  in  Anglo-Saxon  and  other  kindred  languages 
originally  had  the  same  sound  as  the  letter  G  has  at  the  present 
time,  but  it  afterwards  took  the  sound  of  K* 

In  Welsh,  in  the  present  day,  C  is  always  pronounced  hard,  like 
K,  which  letter  is  not  known  in  that  language.  The  difference 
between  the  sound  of  Gilmin  and  Kilmin  is  very  slight,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  Gilmin  is  a  more  correct  rendering  of  the  pronun- 
ciation of  Cilmin,  than  Kilmin  would  be,  bearing  in  mind  that  C  was 
originally  pronounced  like  G. 

*  Rev.  Canon  Fleming,  "Chambers'  Encyclopaedia,"  Article  on  the  letter  "C." 
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In  the  fourteenth  century  a  fashion  set  in  in  England  for  substi- 
tuting the  letter  y  for  i.  This  fashion  again  disappeared  at  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  y  again  becoming  i  in  many  words.* 

Thus  Cilmin  became  Gilmin,  then  Gylmyn,  and  as  we  have 
already  seen  at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  or  beginning  of  the 
following  again  became  Gilmin  and  Gilman,  or  Gillman. 

Members  of  the  family  of  Gilman  will  notice  that  the  last  syllable 
of  the  name  is  not  pronounced  man,  like  the  a  in  the  word  man,  fan,  can, 
&c,  but  more  similar  to  the  spelling  of  myn  or  mun.  In  old  times  the 
orthography  of  words  was  more  phonetic  than  in  the  present  day,  the 
sound  being  the  guide  to  the  speller,  which  no  doubt  occasioned  the 
variations  in  spelling  often  found.  But  there  can  be  no  question  that 
the  name  has  been  pronounced  similarly  from  the  days  of  Cilmin,  circa 
A.D.  840,  to  those  of  Gilman  of  the  present  date,  or  over  a  space  of 
1,150  years.  Few  names,  perhaps,  have  retained  so  closely  their 
original  sound  and  spelling.  The  word  has  remained  the  same,  the 
lettering  has  changed  and  changed  back  again  as  the  fashion  in 
sounding  the  letters  has  varied. 

To  the  descendant  of  Cilmin  Troed-dhu  all  particulars  known  of 
him,  both  true  and  legendary,  will  be  of  interest. 

From  the  "Cambrian  Register,"  published  1796,  the  following  is 
taken : — 

"IV.     CILMIN   TROED-DU." 

"He  lived  in  the  time  of  Mervyn  Vryche,  King  of  Man,  being 
his  brother's  son,  with  whom  he  came  from  the  North  of  Britain, 
when  Mervyn  married  the  Princess  Esyllt,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Cynan  Triodalthuy,  King  of  the  Britons.  His  posterity  were  wise 
and  discreet  men  in  all  their  ages,  and  many  of  them  learned  in  the 
laws,  and  judges  under  the  Kings  and  princes  of  Wales,  as  Mongene 
Ynad  ap  Gurydr,  and  Cysnerth,  his  son,  whose  law  book  is  yet  extant, 
fairly  written  on  parchment.  Mergenen  Ynad  ap  Madog,  Morgan 
Ynad  ap  Meurie,  and  Madoc  Coch  (a  judge),  Ynad,  Robert  ap  Meredydd 
ap  Hwlcyn  Llwd,  a  wise  gentleman,  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 

*  Rev.  Canon  Fleming,  "Chambers'  Encyclopaedia,"  Article  on  the  letter  "  Y." 
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Seventh,  and  of  him  are  descended  the  Glynns  of  Nanlley,  Sir  William 
Glynn,  Knight,  of  Glynllison,  father  of  Thomas  Glynn  of  Glynllison, 
Esq.,  and  of  Sir  John  Glynn  Knight,  Serjeant  at  law,  now  living;  the 
Glynns  of  Lleyar,  &c.  Cilmin,  dwelt  at  Glynllison,  from  whence  the 
gentlemen  afore  said  took  the  name  of  Glynne.  He  beareth  quarterly ; 
i st,  Argent,  an  eagle  displayed  with  two  heads  sable;  2nd,  Argent, 
three  fiery  ragged  sticks  gules;  the  3rd,  as  the  second  ;  the  4th,  as  the 
first.  Over  all,  upon  an  escutcheon,  argent,  a  man's  leg,  couped,  a  la 
cuise  sable." 

The  following  information  concerning  Mervyn  and  his  nephew 
Cilmin  and  their  ancestors  is  taken  from  "A  History  of  Wales," 
written  originally  in  Welsh,  by  Caradoc  of  Llancarvon,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  and  continued  by  Guttyn  Owen  to  the  time  of  Edward  IV. 
from  records  preserved  in  the  Abbeys  of  Conway,  in  North  Wales,  and 
Ystratflur,  in  South  Wales.  Humphrey  Lloyd,  gentleman,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  still  further  continued  the  history,  which 
he  translated  into  English,  and  it  was  first  printed  and  published  by 
Dr.  Powell  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1584.  It  was  augmented 
by  W.  Wynne,  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  and  again  printed 
in  181 2,  by  Longmans  &  Co.,  from  which  edition  these  interesting 
particulars  are  taken  : — 

Mervyn  Vryche  or  Mervyn  the  Freckled,  King  of  Man,  was  brother 
to  Cadrod,  the  father  of  Cilmin  Troed-du.  They  were  sons  of  Gwyriad, 
who  was  the  son  of  Elidure  and  who  was  lineally  descended  from 
Belinus,  the  brother  of  Brennus,  King  of  the  Britains. 

Gwyriad,  the  grandfather  of  Cilmin,  married  Nest,  the  daughter 
of  Cadell,  King  of  Powys,  who  was  the  son  of  Brochwel  Yscithrog, 
who  together  with  Cadvan,  King  of  Britain,  Morgan,  King  of  Demetia, 
and  Bledericus,  King  of  Cornwall,  gave  that  memorable  overthrow  to 
Ethelred,  King  of  Northumberland,  upon  the  River  Dee  in  the  year 
617. 

This  Brochwel,  by  the  Latin  writers  named  Brecivallus  and 
Broechmalus,  was  a  very  considerable  prince  in  that  part  of  Britain 
called  Powys-land  ;  as  also  Earl  of  Chester,  and  lived  in  the  town  then 
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called  Pengwern  Povvys,  now  Salop,  in  the  house  where  since  the 
College  of  St.  Chad  stands.  He  was  a  great  friend  and  favourer  to 
the  monks  of  Bangor,  whose  part  he  took  against  the  Saxons  who 
were  set  on  by  Augustine,  the  monk,  to  prosecute  them  with  fire  and 
sword,  because  they  would  not  forsake  the  customs  of  their  own  Church 
and  conform  to  those  of  Rome. 

The  Britains  did  differ  from  the  Church  of  Rome  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Feast  of  Easter ;  and  the  difference  was  this.  The  Church  of 
Rome,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Council  of  Nice,  always  observed 
Easter  Day  the  next  Sunday  after  the  14th  day  of  the  moon  ;  so  that 
it  never  happened  upon  the  14th  day  itself,  nor  passed  the  21st.  The 
Britains,  on  the  other  hand,  followed  the  custom  of  the  Greek  Church 
and  celebrated  their  Easter  upon  the  14th,  and  so  forward  to  the  20th, 
which  occasioned  this  difference,  that  the  Sunday  observed  as  Easter 
Day  by  the  Britains  was  but  Palm  Sunday  with  the  Saxons.  Upon 
this  account  the  Saxons  did  most  uncharitably  traduce  the  Britains 
and  would  scarcely  allow  them  the  name  and  title  of  Christians. 

Mervyn  Vryche  married  Esyllt,  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
Conan  Tindaethury,  who  was  the  son  of  Roderic  Moelwynog,  King  of 
Wales.  Conan  succeeded  his  father  in  the  year  A.D.  755  as  King  of  the 
Britains,  who  had  been  driven  by  the  Saxons  into  Wales,  but  quarrelling 
with  Howel,  who  claimed  the  Isle  of  Anglesea  as  part  of  his  father's 
inheritance,  they  carried  on  an  internecine  war  in  which  Howel  was 
at  first  victorious  and  possessed  himself  of  the  Island  of  Anglesea. 
Conan,  however,  raising  all  his  forces,  defeated  his  brother,  who  fled 
to  the  Isle  of  Man  and  was  honorably  and  kindly  received  by  Mervyn, 
in  return  of  whose  civilities  Howel  used  such  means  afterwards  that 
Mervyn  married  Esyllt,  the  daughter  of  his  brother  Conan.  Conan 
did  not  live  long  to  reap  the  satisfaction  of  his  victory,  but  died  a 
short  time  afterwards,  and  Mervyn  Vrych  and  his  wife  Esyllt  became 
King  and  Queen  of  Wales  in  the  year  818.  Howel,  after  he  had 
enjoyed  the  Isle  of  Man  and  other  lands  in  the  north,  given  him  by 
Mervyn,  whose  ancestors  had  always  held  the  same  under  the  Kings 
of  Britain,  died  in  the  year  825,  and  the  Isle  of  Man  was,  under 
Mervyn,  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Wales. 
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Cilmin  came  with  his  Uncle  Mervyn  either  from  the  Isle  of  Man 
or  from  Mervyn's  other  possessions  in  the  North  of  Britain  and  founded 
the  Fourth  Noble  Tribe  of  Wales,  which  were  in  all  probability  in  their 
tribal  name  always  known  as  Cilmins  or  Gilmins.  The  c,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  being  pronounced  hard  and  similar  to  the  sound  of  g  as 
pronounced  in  the  present  day. 

Mervyn  was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Cetyll,  between  the  Welsh  and 
Berthred,  King  of  Mercia,  in  the  year  844,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Roderic  Mawr,  or  the  Great,  who  was  the  last  Sovereign  of  Wales, 
as  he  divided  the  principality  into  three  provinces  amongst  his  three 
sons. 

King  Henry  the  VII.  being  by  his  grandfather,  Owen  Tudor, 
descended  from  the  Welsh,  and  having  sufficiently  experienced  the 
affection  of  that  nation  towards  him,  granted  to  them  a  charter 
of  liberty  and  immunity,  whereby  they  were  released  from  the  cruel 
oppression  which  since  their  subjection  to  the  English  Government 
they  had  sustained. 

Henry  VII.,  being  very  desirous  to  trace  the  exact  descent  of  his 
grandfather,  Owen  Tudor,  directed  a  commission  to  the  Abbot  of  Llan 
Egwest,  Dr.  Owen  Pool,  Canon  of  Hereford,  and  John  King,  Herald- 
at-Arms,  to  make  inquisition  concerning  the  pedigree  of  the  said 
Owen ;  who  coming  to  Wales,  made  a  diligent  enquiry  into  this 
matter,  and  by  the  assistance  of  Sir  John  Leyav,  Guttyn  Owen, 
Bard,  Gryffyth  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Evan  Vychan,  and  others,  in  the 
consultation  of  the  British  books  of  pedigrees,  they  drew  up  the  exact 
genealogy  of  Owen  Tudor,  which,  upon  their  return,  they  presented 
to  the  King. 

Amongst  other  pedigrees  the  line  of  descent  is  carried  back  to 
Mervyn  Vrych,  King  of  Man,  who  married  the  Princess  Esyllt. 
Henry  VII.  was  the  18th  in  descent  from  Mervyn  (uncle  of  Cilmin). 
The  pedigree  is  then  carried  on  as  follows  : — This  Mervyn  Vrych 
was  son  to  Gwriad  (grandfather  of  Cilmin)  who  was  son  of  Elidur, 
son  of  Handdear  Algwn,  son  of  Tegid,  son  of  Gwiar,  son  of  Dwywc, 
son   of  Llywarch-hen,  son   of  Elidur   Lydanwin,   son  of  Meirchion, 
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son   of  Grwst,    son   of  Genaw,    son    of  Coel   Godeboc,    King   of 
Britain.* 

This  Coel  was  King  of  Britain  and  Earl  of  Colchester,  a  right 
worthy  king,  to  whom  King  Henry  VII.  was  son  in  the  thirty-first 
degree,  as  shown  by  Guttin  Owen  and  Sir  John  Leiav's  books. 

Another  pedigree  gives  the  line  of  parentage  from  Coel  Godeboc. 

"  Coel  Godeboc,  King  of  Britain,  was 

son  of  Tegvan,  son  of  Deheuvraint, 

son  of  Tudbwyl,  son  of  Urban, 

son  of  Gradd,  son  of  Rhyvedel, 

son  of  Rhydeirne,  son  of  Endigant, 

son  of  Endeyrn,  son  of  Enid, 

son  of  Endos,  son  of  Enddolaw, 

son  of  Avalach,  son  of  Afflech, 

son  of  Beli  Mawr,  King  of  Britain,  of  whom  King  Henry  the 
Seventh  descended  by  issue  male  and  is  son  to  him  in  forty- 
one  degrees. 
Which  Beli  was  son  to  King  Monnogon, 

son  of  King  Kaxor,  son  of  King  Pyr, 

son  of  King  Sawl  Bennisel,  son  of  King  Rhytherch, 

son  of  King  Rydion,  son  of  King  Eidol, 

son  of  King  Arthavel,  son  of  King  Seissilt, 

son  of  King  Owen,  son  of  King  Caxho, 

son  of  King  Bleudydd,  son  of  King  Meirion, 

son  of  King  Gwrgust,  son  of  King  Elydno, 

son  of  King  Clydawe,  son  of  King  Ithel, 

son  of  King  Urien,  son  of  King  Andrew, 

son  of  King  Kereni,  son  of  King  Porrex, 

son  of  King  Coel,  son  of  King  Cadell, 

son  of  King  Geraint,  son  of  King  Elidr, 

son  of  King  Morydd,  son  of  King  Dan, 

son  of  King  Seissilt,  son  of  King  Cynhelyn, 

*  A  similar  pedigree  from  Cilmin  Troed-du  to  Coel  Godeboc,  King  of  Britain,  is  given  by 
Lewis  Dwnn  in  his  "  Heraldic  Visitation  of  Wales  in  1588,"  with  one  variation,  instead  of  the 
name  of  "  Handdear  Algwn"  the  names  "  Saudde  ab  Alser  "  are  given  in  Lewis  Dwnn's  list, 
probably  a  variation  of  the  same  name. 
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son  of  King  Gwrgom  (alias)  Varvdrwch, 
son  of  King  Beli,  son  of  King  Dyvmval, 
son  of  King  Dodion,  son  of  Eynd, 
son  of  Kwrwyd,  son  of  Cyrdon, 
son  of  Dyvnvarth  Prydain,  son  of  Aedd  Mawr, 
son  of  Antonius,  son  of  King  Seissylt, 

son  of  Rhegaw,  daughter  and  heir  of  King  Lyr,*  and  wife  of 
Henwin,  Prince  of  Cornwal. 
This  Lyr  was  son  of  Bleuddyd,f 

son  of  Rhunbaladr  bras,  son  of  Lleon, 

son  of  Brutus  darian  las,  son  of  Effroc  Cadarn, 

son  of  Mymbyr,  son  of  Madoc, 

son  of  Locrine,  son  of  Brutus,  %    ;  o-^  »&  SLJ>lx>-ou^  **«-*\ 

who  inherited  first  this  land,  and,  after  his  name,  was  called  Britain, 
and  had  three  sons,  Locrine,  Kamber  and  Albanactus.  Locrine,  the 
eldest,  parted  the  isle  with  his  brethren,  and  kept  half  the  land  for 
himself  and  called  it  Leogria  Kamber  ;  the  second  son  had  the  land 
beyond  the  Severn  and  named  it  Kambria  :  in  English,  Wales. 
Albanactus  had  Scotland,  which  he  then  called  Albania,  after  his  own 
name;  of  which  Brutus,  King  Henry  the  Seventh,  is  lineally  descended 
by  issue  male,  saving  one  woman,  and  is  son  to  Brutus  in  five-score 
degrees." 

Abstracted  out  of  the  old  chronicles  of  Wales,  by  Sir  John  Lciav, 
priest,  Guttin  Owen,  Gryffith  ap  Llewelyn  ap  Jenny  Vyckan,  Madoc 
ap  Llewelyn  ap  Howcl,  Robert  ap  Howel  ap  Thomas,  John  King  with 
many  others,  at  the  King  s  Majesty's  cost  and  charges.  The  Abbot  of 
Llancgwestlc  and  Dr.   Owen  Pool,  Canon  of  Harf.,  overseers. 

The  reader,  no  doubt,  will  smile  incredulously  at  the  foregoing 
long  list  of  names.  The  first  part  of  the  pedigree  from  Cilmin 
Troed-du  to  Coel  Godeboc  may  be  taken  as  authentic.     This  carries 

*  King  Lear,  the  hero  of  Shakespeare's  drama. 

t  Bleuddyd  founded  the  City  of  Bath. 

%  Brut,  or  Brutus,  the  eponymous  Trojan  hero,  who  gave  his  name  to  the  island  of  Britain, 
according  to  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  Wace,  Layamon,  and  all  the  earlier  historians  in  verse  or 
prose,  was  the  grandson  of  the  Trojan  ^Eneas.  He  was  banished  from  Italy,  and  after  many 
adventures,  found  his  way  to  Albion,  then  the  abode  of  giants,  who  were  not  destroyed  without 
desperate  fighting. — "  Chambers's  Encyclopaedia,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  504. 
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[From  the  "Heraldic  Visitation  of 
Wales,"  by  Lewys  Dwnn,  in  1586, 
and  the  Report  of  Henry  the 
VII. 's  Commission,  circa  a.d. 
1400,  and  "  Caradoc's  History  of 
Wales,"  written  circa  A.D.  1150.] 


COEL    GODEBOC, 
King  of  Britain  and  Duke  of  Colchester  [circa  A.D.  300) 

. 1 , 


Cenau  or  Gen  aw*  ab  Coel  Goedhebog. 


Gorwst  Ledlwm  or  Grwst  ab  Genaw. 


Helena t=j=CoNSTANTius  Chlorus. 

Governor  of  Britain,  A.D.  292 
Died  at  York,  A.D.  306. 


1  CONSTANTINE   THE   GREAT, 

Meirchion  ab  Grwst.  Roman  Emperor  (306 — 337  A.D.) 

and  Governor  of  Britain. 


Elidur  Lydanwin  ab  Meirchion. 


Llowarch-hen  arglwdd  Penllyn. 

r-l 
Dwywg  ab  Llowarch-hen. 

Gwyar  ab  Dwywg. 


Conan  Tindaethury, 
King  of  Wales  A.D.  755. 


Tegid  ab  Gwyar. 

J 


Alser  ab  Tegid. 


Roderic  Moelwynog, 

King  of  Wales, 

Grandson  of  Cadwaladr, 

the  last  King-  of  the  Britains. 


{According  to 
Lewys  Dwnn) 


rJ 


HANDDEAR   ALGWN  (according  to  Henry  VII.'s  Commission). 


Sandde  ab  Alser. 

L 


Elidur. 


Gwriad  ab  Elidur= 


Brochwel  Yscithrog,  Earl  of  Chester. 

I 


:Nest,  dau.  of  Cadell,  King  of  Powys. 


dau.  and  heiress  of 
Conan  Tindaethury. 


Esyltt,=fMervyn  Vrych, 


Cadrod  ab  Gwriad. 


became  King  of 
Wales  A.D.  818. 


Roderic  the  Great, 

Last  Sovereign  of  Wales, 

from  whom  are  descended,  through  Owen  Tudor, 

King  Henry  VII.  and  the  Tudor  Sovereigns  of  England. 


CILMIN  or  GILMIN  TROED-DHU, 

from  whom  are  descended  the  GILMINS, 

GILMANS   and   GILLMANS. 


*  An  example  where  the  letters  C  and  G  are  interchangeable  in 
ancient  names,  Cenaw  according  to  Lewys  Dwnn,  and  Genaw  as  written 
by  Henry  VII.'s  Commission. 


t  According  to  some  writers,  Helena,  the  mother  of  Constantine, 
■was  a  native  of  Bithynia,  but  of  this  there  is  no  evidence  ;  it  is  much 
more  probable,  according  to  our  native  historians,  she  was  a  British 
Princess  and  daughter  of  Coel  Godeboc,  King  of  Britain. 
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us  thirteen  generations  further  back  than  Cilmin  in  820,  or  probably 
to  about  the  year  A.D.  300. 

Coel  Godeboc  was  the  father  of  Helena,  the  wife  of  Constantius 
Chlorus  and  the  mother  of  the  Emperor  Constantine  the  Great. 
Helena  was  a  Christian  and  visited  Jerusalem  in  A.D.  326,  and  there, 
with  Bishop  Macarius,  is  said  to  have  discovered  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
and  the  Cross  of  Our  Lord. 

There  are  68  generations  previous  to  Coel  Godeboc  which  are 
evidently  only  traditional.* 

Mr.  W.  Wynne,  in  a  long  preface  to  "  Caradoc's  History  of 
Wales,"  argues  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  truth  of  much  of 
British  tradition  and  quotes  several  ancient  authors  in  support  of 
the  same. 

That  the  Britain s  kept  an  account  of  the  several  descents  and 
successions  of  their  kings,  and  memorials  of  their  lives  and  actions 
may  be  rationally  gathered  from  the  constitution  and  profession  of 
their  Bards. 

Diodorus  Siculusf  (about  44  B.C.)  says: — "The  bards  singing  to 
an  instrument  like  a  harp,  repeat  the  praises  and  commendations 
of  some,  the  faults  and  dispraises  of  others."  And  in  like  manner 
Marcellinus  : — "  Bardi  quidem  fortia  virorum  illustrium  facta  heroicis 
composita  versibus,  cum  dulcibus  lyrae  modulis  cantitarunt."  + 

That  the  Bards  not  only  committed  to  memory  the  famous  deeds 
of  their  princes  and  heroes,  and  handed  them  down  from  generation 
to  generation,  but  also  that  they  wrote  them  down  and  recorded  what 
they  repeated,  we  have  the  ample  testimony  of  Giraldus  Cambrensis  :  || 
"  Hoc    etiam   mihi    notandum   videtur,    quod    Barcli    Cambrenses,   et 

*  If  the  date  usually  assigned  to  the  Fall  of  Troy,  viz.,  1184  B.C.,  is  accurate,  it  is  evident 
that  there  are  too  many  generations  given  in  this  pedigree  from  Coel  Godeboc  to  Brutus,  grandson 
of  JEneas.  The  period  would  be  about  1,500  years,  and  70  generations  would  only  give  21  years 
to  each  generation.  It  is  probable  that  amongst  the  list  of  kings  many  of  those  described  in 
the  original  as  ap,  the  word  should  be  rendered  successor  to  instead  of  son  of.  In  a  few  cases  in 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  history  the  successive  names  mentioned  in  this  pedigree  are  given  as 
brothers,  and  not  as  father  and  son  as  above  written. 

t  Lib.  15. 

%  Pharsal,  Lib.  1. 

||  Giraldus  Cambrensis,  a  celebrated  writer,  was  Archdeacon  of  St.  David's  at  the  close  of 
the  1 2th  century.     Though  a  "Welshman  he  was  very  severe  on  the  failings  of  his  countrymen. 
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Cantatores  seu  recitatores,  genaelogium  habent  praedictorum  princi- 
pum  in  libris  eorum  antiquis  et  authenticis,  sed  tamen  Cambrice 
scriptam,  eandemque  memoriter  tenent  a  Roderico  magno  usque  ad 
Belinum  Magnum,  et  inde  usque  ad  Silvium,  Ascanium,  et  iEneam  : 
generationem  linealiter  producunt." 

The  first  written  account  of  the  foundation  of  the  British  Kingdom 
by  Brutus  and  a  colony  of  Trojans  after  the  fall  of  Troy,  is  to  be  found 
in  Nennius's  "Historia  Britonicum,"  a  writer  of  the  eighth  century,  in 
which  Brutus  is  stated  to  be  the  son  of  Silvius,  the  son  of  y£neas  and 
Lavinia. 

A  similar  account  is  to  be  found  in  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's 
"  Chronicon  sive  Historia  Britonum."  Geoffrey  was  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph  in  1152,  and  professed  to  have  translated  his  work  from  an 
ancient  British  manuscript,  entitled  "  Brut  y  Brenhined,"  found  in 
Brittany,  and  given  him  by  Walter  Calenius,  Archdeacon  of  Oxford. 
After  the  publication  of  this  work  the  Trojan  origin  of  the  British 
people  became  a  point  of  patriotism  and  an  established  historical  fact. 
A  later  and  more  critical  age  has,  however,  thrown  much  doubt  upon 
the  authenticity  of  the  work. 

The  pedigree  and  list  of  the  names  of  the  British  kings  mentioned 
by  Henry  VII. 's  commission,  as  given  in  the  foregoing  pedigree,  do 
not  altogether  agree  with,  though  they  are  not  inconsistent  with 
those  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  and  Nennius.  The  names  in  Henry's 
commission  are  evidently  derived  from  a  different  source,  probably 
ancient  British  manuscripts,  which  were  carried  into  Wales  wrhen 
the  Britains  were  driven  out  of  the  greater  part  of  England  in  the 
seventh  century,  in  the  reign  of  Cadwalader  the  last  King  of  the 
Britains.  These  manuscripts  were  preserved  in  the  Abbeys  of  Conway, 
in  North  Wales,  and  Ystratflur,  in  South  Wales,  and  probably  are 
the  books  referred  to  by  Giraldus  Cambrensis,  and  no  doubt  were  all 
destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  subsequent  to  Henry 
VII.'s  reign. 

Though  mixed  with  myth  and  fable,  like  all  ancient  histories, 
there  is  probably  a  great  substratum  of  truth  in  the  story  of  the 
foundation  of  the  British  Kingdom  by  Brutus  and  a  colony  of  Trojans. 
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It  must  be  remembered  that  within  the  last  half  century  prior  to  Dr. 
Schliemann's  excavations,  which  commenced  in  the  year  1870,  the 
whole  story  of  Troy  and  Mycenae  of  Homer,  though  considered 
historical  by  the  Greeks  themselves,  was  regarded  by  scholars  as  only 
the  airy  fabric  of  a  poet's  dream.* 

Tradition  pointed  unswervingly  to  the  mound  of  Hissarlik  as  the 
site  of  Troy,  the  learned  unanimously  declared  that  Hissarlik  could 
not  be  the  site.  Dr.  Schliemann,  guided  by  the  simple  faith  that  what 
Homer  said  was  true,  excavated  the  mound  and  brought  to  light  the 
undoubted  actual  stone  walls  and  battlements  of  Troy,  and  he  then 
proceeded  to  Mycenae,  where  "he  dug  up  masses  of  gold,"  consisting 
of  big  diadems,  chains,  rings  and  pendants  of  gold,  and  a  variety  of 
the  most  exquisitely  worked  gold  jewellery,  &c,  which  the  author  has 
seen  in  Athens. 

Those  scholars  (?),  who  proved  to  their  own  satisfaction  that  the 
story  of  Troy  was  all  fiction,  have  equally  held  that  the  British  History 
(and  list  of  kings)  from  the  time  of  Brutus  the  Trojan  to  Saxon  times, 
as  given  by  Nennius,  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  and  by  other  writers,  was 
all  fiction.     Their  opinions  may  be  as  wrong  in  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

To  return  to  Cilmin  Troed-dhu  ;  his  stronghold  was  situated  about 
six  miles  south  of  Carnarvon,  where  now  stands  Glynllifon  Park,  the 
seat  of  Lord  Newborough,  on  the  road  from  Carnarvon  to  Pwllpeli, 
near  the  sea  coast.  The  Park  is  extensive  and  is  watered  by  the  pretty 
brawling  river  Llifon,  which  rises  in  the  Cylgyn  Mountains  and  has  its 
outlet  at  the  adjacent  coast. 

The  following  legend  explains  why  Cilmin  was  called  Troed-dhu 
or  the  black  foot,  or  black  leg,  and  why  he  and  his  Gilmin  descendants 
have  ever  borne  the  man's  leg  sable  (black)  on  their  coat  of  arms : — 

LEGEND   OF   CILMIN   TROED-DHU    OR    GILMIN  WITH 
THE   BLACK   LEG. 

"  Cilmin  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  necromancers  and 
demons,  became  the  intimate  friend  of  one  of  the  former,  who  knew 
all   the   secrets    of    nature,    except   one,    which   he   was    aware   was 

*  See  article  on  Troy,  "  Chambers's  Encyclopaedia." 
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contained  in  a  volume,  written  by  no  human  hand,  and  guarded  by  a 
demon,  whose  abode  was  so  near  the  summit  of  the  forked  mountains 
of  Yr  Eifi  (for  so  the  Rivals  were  formerly  called),  or  the  Fiery. 

"  The  necromancer,  though  potent  in  his  art,  had  no  power  even 
to  attempt  gaining  possession  of  this  mystic  book ;  but  he  pined  after 
the  knowledge  it  concealed,  and  he  imparted  to  his  friend  Cilmin  the 
trouble  of  his  soul.  The  Knight,  who  feared  nothing,  instantly  offered 
to  dare  any  adventure  in  order  to  satisfy  his  longing,  and  set  forth, 
armed  at  all  points,  for  the  dangerous  spot.  The  sage  informed  him 
that  he  must  use  the  utmost  caution  in  possessing  himself  of  the 
magic  volume,  and  be  particularly  careful  in  crossing  a  certain  brook 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where  the  demon's  jurisdiction  ended,  not 
to  wet  his  feet,  as  evil  might  otherwise  befall  him. 

"  Cilmin  departed  towards  the  mountain  of  the  mighty  Twins, 
and,  after  riding  several  hours,  entered  the  gloomy  vale  of  Nant-y- 
Gwytheyrn,  which  is  crowded  with  rugged  and  lofty  mountains,  and 
opens  only  to  the  sea.  He  spurred  his  steed  over  the  stony  way, 
climbed  the  sides  of  a  steep  declivity,  and  arrived  at  Tref-y-Caerau, 
or  the  Town  of  the  Fortresses,  which  runs  from  one  side  of  Yr  Eifi 
to  the  other,  and  consists  of  an  immense  rampart  of  huge  stones 
encircling  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  ending  in  a  point  which  is 
almost  inaccessible.  These  rocky  barriers  were  filled  with  cells  of 
every  form,  and  at  the  time  when  Cilmin  ventured  on  his  errand  they 
were  known  to  be  the  resort  of  the  demons  who  served  the  chief  spirit, 
whose  abode  was  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  rock :  there  he  dwelt 
with  a  hideous  and  terrible  giantess,  his  companion,  who  executed  his 
biddings,  and  caused  infinite  desolation  in  the  country.  Their  constant 
study  was  the  Book,  which  in  their  hands  taught  only  evil,  but  looked 
into  by  Christian  eyes  would  disclose  much  that  would  serve  mankind. 

"  The  giantess  inhabited  a  cell  on  the  south  side  of  Tref-y-Caerau ; 
it  is  called  to  this  day  Moel-carn-y-Guwch,  and  now  rises  to  a  cone, 
being  crowned  by  a  huge  pile  of  stones  like  the  ruins  of  a  fortress  ; 
but  at  that  time  the  stones  were  in  the  lap  of  the  giantess ;  and  her 
intention  was  to  heat  them  red  hot  at  the  demon's  fire,  and  cast  them 
down  upon  the  neighbourhing  fields  to  destroy  them.     Suddenly  she 
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beheld  Cilmin  riding  impetuously  up  the  steep,  and,  taken  by  surprise, 
she  started  from  her  seat,  and  let  the  stones  fall  from  her  apron, 
whence  the  place  is  still  called  the  Apron  full  of  Stones. 

"  Then  followed  a  fearful  combat  with  the  giantess,  the  demon 
and  the  Knight,  the  latter,  by  the  help  of  his  good  sword  and  its 
cross  handle,  was  able  at  length  to  fell  the  demon  to  the  earth,  and 
snatch  from  him  the  Book,  which  he  always  held  beneath  his  serpent 
wing.  No  sooner  had  the  Knight  gained  his  prize  than  he  commenced 
to  retreat ;  and  spurring  his  horse,  beg'an  to  descend  the  mountain, 
with  the  whole  city  of  demons  howling  at  his  heels.  On  he  went, 
over  rock  and  through  valley,  making  the  ground  re-echo  to  his 
courser's  hoofs,  and  still  keeping  the  rabble  rout  at  bay.  At  length 
he  reached  the  stream  of  the  Llifon,  and  there,  just  on  the  edge,  his 
gallant  steed  fell,  exhausted  and  dying,  and  he  felt  that  the  demons 
were  gaining  on  him  :  he  knew  that  they  could  not  cross  the  river,  but 
it  was  so  wide  that  scarcely  was  it  possible  for  him  to  leap  it ;  to  ford 
it  was  impossible,  the  current  was  too  strong.  An  effort  he  felt  must 
be  made,  and  he  hesitated  no  longer,  but,  rising  on  the  back  of  his 
gallant  steed,  he  gave  a  desperate  spring,  and  gained  the  opposite 
side.  At  that  very  moment  his  foot  slipped,  one  of  his  legs  sank  into 
the  water,  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  he  could  draw  it  forth 
again,  and  manage  to  climb  up  the  bank.  He  felt  as  if  a  red  hot  iron 
grasp  had  seized  his  leg  beneath  the  water  and  he  heard  a  loud, 
chuckling  laugh  as  he  hurried  away  from  the  stream,  and  sought  the 
hermitage  of  his  friend  the  necromancer,  to  whom  he  gave  the  Book 
which  he  had  gained  at  such  risk. 

"  From  that  time  the  leg  which  the  Demon  had  caught  became 
coal  black,  and  the  Knight  was  lame  to  his  dying  day."* 

In  "Black's  Guide  to  North  Wales"  is  the  following  description  of 
Yr-Eifl,  or  Ei ft  Mountains,  and  The'r-Caeri,  or  the  Tmvn  of  Fortresses, 
in  the  present  day,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  legend  : — 

"  About  midway  in  this  route  the  Yr-Eifl,  or  Eifl  Mountains, 
commonly,  but  improperly,  called   The   Rivals,  are  too  conspicuous 

*  "  The   Falls,    Lakes    and    Mountains    of    North   Wales,"    by   Louisa    Stuart    Costello. 
London  :  Longmans.     1845. 
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and  too  peculiar  in  their  aspect  to  escape  observation.  The  range 
includes  three  conical  heights,  of  similar  form,  and  not  differing 
greatly  in  their  altitude  ;  the  middle  point,  being  the  most  lofty,  is 
1,886  feet  high;  and  that  which  is  on  the  N.W.  projects  boldly  into 
the  sea,  terminating  in  an  abrupt  perpendicular  descent.  It  is 
popularly  believed  that  the  needle  of  the  compass  is  sensibly  affected 
on  approaching  this  coast,  owing  to  the  magnetic  ironstone  with 
which  the  mountains  abound.  To  the  antiquarian  the  whole  district  is 
highly  interesting,  as  containing  numerous  Druidical  and  other  British 
remains.  Of  these  the  most  remarkable  is  Tre'r-Caeri,  or  the  Town 
of  Fortresses,  the  finest  and  most  complete  example  of  a  British 
station  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  about  a  mile  from  the  village  of 
Llanaelhaiarn,  at  a  considerable  elevation  on  the  S.E.  peak  of  Yr-Eifl. 
The  remains  of  a  great  number  of  small  houses,  or  cells,  generally  of 
oval  form,  are  spread  over  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  near  to  them 
are  several  circles  of  stones,  the  whole  being  surrounded  and  fortified 
with  a  double  range  of  walls.  On  the  summit  is  a  carnedd,  and  below 
are  the  remains  of  a  cromlech. 

"  Nant  Gwrtheyrn,  or  Vortigern's  Valley,  is  a  level  tract,  lying  in 
a  singular  hollow,  open  on  one  side  to  the  sea,  and  in  all  other  parts 
bounded  and  shaded  by  the  rocky  declivities  of  the  Eifl  mountains. 
It  is  a  remarkable  scene,  a  deep  gloomy  glen,  profoundly  impressive, 
even  awful.  It  owes  its  name  to  the  tradition  that  this  secluded  spot 
was  chosen  as  the  retreat  of  the  unfortunate  British  King  Vortigern, 
when  fleeing  from  the  rage  of  his  subjects,  incensed  against  him  for 
having  invited  the  Saxons  into  Wales  ;  and  that  here  he  and  his 
dwelling  were  consumed  by  lightning." 
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In  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VIII.,  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 


RICHARD    AP    ROBERT    AP    MEREDYDD    who,    we   have 
seen    in    the    last    chapter,    took    the    surname    of    Gylmyn, 
becoming  Richard   Gylmyn   after  his  ancestor   Cilmin,   came 
to  London  and  joined  the  "Yeomen  of  ye  Guard"  in  the  early  part 
of  Henry  VIII. 's  or  end  of  Henry  VII. 's  reign. 

This  Guard  was  instituted  in  Henry  VII.'s  reign,  in  the  year 
1485,  as  a  special  body  guard  of  the  King,  and  consisted  of  50  men 
of  the  best  rank  under  Gentry,  and  of  larger  stature  than  ordinary, 
each  man  being  required  to  be  six  feet  high.  The  number  was  after- 
wards increased  to  250  men,  and  they  formerly  had  diet  as  well  as 
wages  when  in  waiting,  but  this  privilege  was  withdrawn  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne  and  the  numbers  reduced  to  140. 

The  "Domestic  State  Papers  of  Henry  VIII."  contain  the 
following  Grants  to  Richard  Gylmyn  on  his  further  appointment 
as  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  ap  Guillams 
deceased,  another  of  the  Welshmen  who  had  been  appointed  in 
Henry's  retinue.  This  Grant  is  dated  Dec,  1537,  being  the  29th 
year  of  Henry's  reign. 

"  1537  "  29.  Henry  VIII. 

"Dec  "fo.  467.  (9) 

"  Grants.  Ric  Gylmyn,  a  Yeoman  of  the  Guard.  Grant  of  6d  a 
day  as  fee  of  the  Crown  from  26th  Oct  last  vice  Thomas  ap  Guillams, 
Yeoman  of  the  Chamber  deceased.  West1"1'  Palace.  1  Dec  29  Hen. 
VIII,  Del  West"11'  3  Dec.  P.S.  pat  p  2  in  39  and  again  p.  5.  in  18." 
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This  appointment,  which  showed  Henry's  confidence  in  Richard 
Gylmyn,  was  further  confirmed  by  the  King's  Letters  Patents,  of 
which  the  following,  taken  from  the  Patent  Roll,  is  translated  from 
the  Latin  : — 

"Patent  Roll:  29.  Henry  VIII.     Part  2. 

"  The  King  to  all  etc.  Greeting.  Be  it  known  that  we  of  our 
especial  Grace  and  in  consideration  of  the  true  and  faithful  service 
which  Richard  Gylmyn  one  of  our  Yeoman  of  the  Guard  has  rendered 
and  during  his  life  intends  to  render  to  Us,  have  given  and  granted  to 
the  same  Richard  from  the  fees  of  Our  Crown  six  pence  Sterling*  per 
day  that  Thomas  Ap  William  late  Valet  of  Our  Chamber  deceased 
had.  The  aforesaid  servant  to  have  and  annually  receive  from  Our 
said  Crown  fees  Six  pence  Sterling  per  day  at  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
October  the  twenty  ninth  year  of  Our  reign  during  his  life  at  Our 
Treasury,  at  the  hands  of  Our  Treasurer  and  Chamberlain  of  the 
same,  for  the  time  being  at  the  feast  of  Easter,  &  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel  in  equal  portions  during  his  life  as  aforesaid. 

"  In  witness  whereof  etc.  Witness  the  King  at  Westminster  the 
third  day  of  December." 

That  Richard  had  influence  at  Court  is  shown  from  a  letter  to  be 
found  in  "Gardiner's  Letters  and  Papers  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.," 
written  from  John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle,  dated  July  15,  1536.  Lord 
Lisle  was  afterwards  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England. 

"Vol.  2,  1536,  15th  July. 

40.  "John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle. 

"I  have  written  severall  letters  < these  days'  which  I  trust  you 
have  received  ere  this.  I  have  received  yours  by  Goodalle.  As  to 
the  balewick  of  Hampton  upon  way,  I  shall  be  in  hand  with  my  lord 
Harford  for  it,  but  now  the  parliment  is  so  busy  there  is  no  speaking 
therein.  Mr  Hacton  has  promised  to  make  ready  your  harness  by 
Tuesday  next.     I  shall  speak  to  Gylmyn  of  Guard  to  follow  Wading's 

*  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  that  the  value  of  money,  or  its  purchasing 
power,  was  far  greater  in  Henry  VIII. 's  time  than  in  the  present  day.  Sixpence  in  those  times 
was  fully  equal  to  six  shillings  of  the  money  of  the  present  date. 
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suit  as  you  desire.  I  will  deal  no  further  with  Hide  till  I  know  your 
decision.  It  will  be  hard  to  borrow  money  on  the  land  in  Wyzt,  I 
will  do  my  best  but  the  title  must  be  first  scanned " 

Richard  Gylmyn  married  Johanna,  second  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
John  Cooper,  of  Lingfield,  Surrey,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Skinner.  This  John  Skinner  built  the  priest's  rooms  on  the  north 
side  of  the  chancel  of  Reigate  Church,  in  the  year  15 13,  the  lower 
room  being  now  used  as  a  vestry  and  the  upper  room  as  a  parish 
library.  An  ancient  brass  plate  inserted  in  the  wall  of  the  church 
near  records  the  particulars  of  the  erection  of  the  building.  John 
Skinner  represented  the  Borough  of  Reigate  in  Parliament,  in  1558-9, 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  "Vincent's  Surrey,"  dated  1623,  page  270,  now  in  the  College 
of  Arms,  London,  is  to  be  found  the  pedigree  of  the  Skinner  family, 
giving  also  that  of  Richard  Gilman  (so  spelt),  as  rendered  on  the 
following  page. 

Richard  Gylmyn  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  retired  to  Reigate, 
the  place  of  residence  of  his  wife's  family,  becoming  known  as  Richard 
Gylmyn  of  Reigate.  He  died  in  that  town  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1558. 

After  much  difficulty  the  will  of  Richard  Gylmyn  was  found  at 
Somerset  House.  It  was  amongst  certain  Surrey  wills  not  indexed  in 
the  General  Indexes.  It  is  dated  Aug.  3,  1558,  in  the  last  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  was  proved  Dec.  17,  1558,  or  in  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  following  is  the  preamble  of  the  will  and  is  remarkable  as 
showing  the  countries  of  which  Phillip  and  Mary  claimed  to  be  King  and 
Queen,  including  "the  Ciciles"  (Sicily),  Jerusalem  and  Ireland,  &c. : — 

"  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen — the  thirde  daye  of  Auguste  in  the 
yere  of  oure  lorde  god  M.C.C.C.C.C.lviii*1  and  in  the  fiveth  and  sixthe 
yeres  of  the  regn  of  our  Sovegri  lorde  and  lady  Phillippe  and  Marie  by 
the  grace  of  God  Kinge  and  Quene  of  England  Hispayne  Fraunce  bothe 
the  Ciciles  Jertm  and  Ireland  Defendors  of  the  Faithe  Archedukes 
of    Austriche   Dukes    of    Burgundie    Meolyn    Brabant    Countece    of 


EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  SKINNER  PEDIGREE. 

"  Vincent's  Surrey"  1623,  page  270,  College  of  Arms,  London. 


John  Sklnner,= 
de  Rygate  in  Surrey, 
et  de  Havering  abt 
Bowie,  in  Essex, 
clericus  viridis 
panni  hospiti, 
Reg.  Hen.  8. 


:Janna,  filia 
Gaynsford 
de  Blockfield, 
in  Com.  Surrey. 


Elizabetha,  uxor 
John  Cooper,  de 
Lingfield  in  Surrey. 


Johanna,  2  filia, 

ux.  Ricd.  Gilman, 

yeoman  of  ye  guard. 


Katherina,  uxor 
Thomas  Engler, 
Lingfield,  Surrey. 


Johannes 

Gilman. 


Johanna,  ux. 
Waddon, 
de  Kent. 


Jacobus  Gilman, 
duxit  filiam 
Thatcher. 


Catherine, 

uxor  Brest, 

de  Kensam 

in  Kent. 


Anthonius  Gilman, 
duxit  Aliciam 
Turfot,  relictam 
Rossington. 


T 


Carolus= 
Gilman, 
of  Nutfield, 
1623. 


= Alicia 
Taylor. 

-Thomas, 
-Alicia, 


s.p. 


Mary,  mard.  to 

Phillip  Bonamy 

of  London. 


Francissa, 
ux.  Hugh 
Crowther 
of  London. 


Sarah,  ux. 

Fran. 

Richardson, 

of  Surrey. 


Anna,  mar.  to 

John  Scott 

of  London, 

Vintner, 

...  poss  of  Algate. 
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Haspurge  Flaunders  and  Tiroll.  I  Richard  Gylmyn  of  the  pisshe  of 
Roygate  in  the  Countie  of  Surrey  and  in  the  Diocesse  of  Wynchester 
beyng  syk  of  bodye  but  hole  and  pfight  of  Remembraunce  laude  and 
prayse  be  givyn  to  Almightye  God  doo  make  ordeyn  and  Declare  this 
my  psent  testament  conteyning  my  last  will  in  manner  and  forme 
following  Firste  I  bequethe  my  Soule  to  Almyghtie  God  my  only 
Savyour  and  redymer  and  my  bodye  to  be  buryed  in  suche  place  as 
shalbe  thought  mete  by  the  discression  of  my  overseers  and  executors." 

He  left  legacies  to  his  wife  "  Julyan,"  not  Johanna,  as  given  in 
the  pedigree  on  preceding  page,  his  sons,  James  and  "  Antony,"  and 
to  "John  Skinner  the  younger  Gent,"  as  "Overseer"  of  his  testament. 

The  will  finishes  with  a  strange  clause  respecting  his  wife,  which 
shows  he  did  not  place  much  confidence  in  her;  but  "Julyan"  must 
have  been  his  second  wife  and  Johanna  his  first  wife : — 

"  <Pvided  allwey  that  yf  Julyane  my  wief  or  eny  other  pson  or 
psones  by  her  consent  doo  carye  awey  ymbecyll  (embezzle)  or  convey 
aweye  eny  maner  of  my  goodde  either  within  the  housse  or  withoute 
the  housse  without  the  consent  of  my  overseer  and  executor,  and  that 
pved  by  eny  wytnes  that  then  the  seid  Julian  my  wief  shall  lose  the 
benefite  of  all  suche  gifte  bequests  and  legacies  as  is  bifore  given  or 
bequethed  to  her  by  this  my  psent  testament  and  last  Wille  these 
beyng  witnesses — 

" John  Skynner 
"  Rychard  Skynner 
"  Proved   17th  ]  By  me  Willm  Culpeper 
December    t  "  James  Gylmyn  (a  son) 

1558         )  "  Thomas  Wonham." 

Richard  Gilman  appears  as  the  father  of  John  Gilman,  "Gentilman 
Harbenger,"  and  also  of  the  Richard  Gilman  of  Bristol  in  the  pedigree 
of  the  latter's  son  Henry  Gilman,  of  Deptford  Strande  (Deptford,  Kent), 
Keeper  of  Her  Majesty's  (Queen  Elizabeth)  Storehouses  for  Navigation, 
1574.  This  pedigree  is  found  at  the  College  of  Arms  in  the  "Kent 
Herald's  Visitation"  (H.  2  158),  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.  In 
the  Harleian  (Add.)  MSS.,  5532,  fo.  123,  year  1574,  British  Museum,  is 
a  nearly  similar  pedigree  (printed  on  page  40). 
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HERALD'S    KENT    VISITATION,"    i574. 

College  of  Arms ,  H.  2,   158. 


Sr. 


Walter  Payne 
Knight= 


T 


Richard 
Gilman 


John  Chaucer=fIssabell,  doughter  and 


maried 


one  of  the  heires  to 
her  ffather  abovesaid 


John  Gilman 
Gentilman 
Harbenger 


Richard  Gilman=j=Anne,  doughter 
of  Bristow  &  coheire  of  JOHN 

marid  Chaucer 


Jane,  doughter   of=f=HENRY  Gilman  of  Datford=pjANE,   doughter   of 


John  Stavesmore 
of  Lecestershier 


Strand  in  com.  Kent,  keper 

of  the  Queues  Matie  store 

and  storehouses  for  the 

navegation   1574 


Thomas     Morley 

late  keper  of  the 

same  office  that  her 

housband  hath 


Richard      Edmonde      Goddethye      Joyes 
Subscrib:    HENRY   GILMAN. 


— 1 

Dudley 

Gilman 

a  sonne 


1 

Ursula" 


Of  the  son,  John  Gilman,  afterwards  <l  Gentilman  Harbenger " 
to  Queen  Mary,  we  have  several  records,  the  most  extensive  of  which 
is  his  will  dated  Oct.  8,  1557,  and  now  in  the  Principal  Registry  of  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  Somerset  House,  London.  This 
will  was  proved  June  18,  1558,  by  his  third  wife,  Helen,  five  months 
before  the  death  of  his  Royal  Mistress,  Queen  Mary,  and  a  few 
months  before  the  death  of  his  father,  Richard.  The  preamble  is 
worthy  of  being  reprinted  here,  as  illustrating  the  religious  opinions 
of  the  times  and  as  a  profession  of  the  faith  held  by  the  Testator. 

The  will  commences :  "  In  the  Name  of  God  and  of  the  moste 
gloriouse  &  blessed  Virgyn  our  Ladye  Saincte  Mary  of  the  hollye 
Companye  of  Heaven." 

"  I  John  Guylmyn  of  London  Esquier  gentilman  harbinger  unto 
our  Souveraigne  Ladie  the  Quenes  moost  Excellent  Maiestie  con- 
sidering the  greate  giftes  and  benefitts  of  Allmighti  God  geven  unto 
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me  in  this  transitorye  life  geve  unto  him  moost  humble  and  looly 
praise  and  thanckes  knowledging  my  selfe  insufficiet  in  any  parte  to 
de^ve  or  recompence  the  same  And  considering  also  that  I  am  as  all 
mankynd  is  mortall  and  borne  in  synne  yet  nevertheles  beleving  that 
ev*y  Christen  lyving  man  here  in  Ertfr  and  endevoring  him  selfe  in 
doing  good  and  charitable  deedes  and  dying  in  the  faithe  of  his  holly 
and  Catholique  Churche  is  ordayned  by  Christes  passion  to  be  saved 
and  to  attayn  unto  eternall  lif  w*  the  fellowshipp  and  Congregacion 
of  his  holly  Sainctes  of  whiche  Companny  I  trust  and  beleve  to  be 
one  And  for  as  muche  also  as  nothing  in  this  worlde  is  so  sure  and 
certeyne  to  all  living  creatures  as  deathe  and  nothing  more  uncertain 
then  the  tyme  when  to  dye  Therefore  I  the  saide  John  Gilmyn  in  the 
state  of  helthe  being  of  sounde  and  parfite  remembrance  doo  make 
ordeyne  and  declare  this  my  present  Testament  indented  conteyning 
herin  my  last  Wille  as  well  touching  and  concerning  the  ordre  and 
disposition  of  all  and  singuler  my  landes  tenementis  and  heredita- 
mentis  that  I  have  or  ought  to  have  within  the  realme  of  Inglannde  as 
of  all  my  goode  cattails  leases  and  termes  of  yeres  and  all  other 
thinge  and  thinges  in  this  Worlde  whatsoev  it  be  where  with  I  am  by 
the  goodnes  of  Allmighti  god  possessed  and  endewed  in  manner  and 
fourme  following  that  is  to  saye  First  and  principallye  I  moost  looly 
and  humbly  commende  my  soule  into  the  handes  of  Allmighti  God 
who  in  parsonne  of  the  Sonne  cam  downe  from  heaven  and  taking 
fleshe  and  bludde  naturall  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  becam  a  Man 
in  this  present  lif  transitory  in  all  thinges  as  evy  man  is  synne  only 
excepted  and  he  so  being  both  God  and  man  in  his  Manhode  suffred 
him  self  to  be  moost  cruelly  putt  to  death  uppon  the  cross  shedding 
his  most  precious  harte  bludde  for  the  Redempcion  of  all  mankynde 
by  the  merites  of  whose  painefull  death  and  passion  and  his  gloriouse 
resurrecion  and  Ascension  I  doo  beleve  unfaynedly  to  have  free 
pardon  of  all  my  synnes  like  as  all  men  shall  have  that  contynue  in 
the  faith  of  his  holly  and  Catholique  Churche  endevoring  them  selfes 
continuallie  to  doo  suche  goode  and  charitable  deede  as  in  Scripture 
is  commannded  of  the  whiche  Catholique  Churche  I  trust  I  am  a 
Membre  moost  specially  beleving  yt  I  dying  in  the  faithe  of  that 
Churche  and  in  no  poynte  differing  my  selfe  from  the  same  shall  enioye 
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and  take  after  this  life  ended  and  due  pennaunce  and  satisfaction 
made  for  my  synnes  the  celestiall  and  heavenlye  ioyes  of  heaven 
thorough  the  death  and  passion  of  my  Savior  and  Redemer  Jesu 
Christe  as  afore  saide  Also  I  doo  moost  instantlie  desire  the  blessed 
Virgyn  o1'  Ladye  Sainct  Marye  w*  all  the  holly  Companny  of  Heaven 
and  all  my  Christian  brethern  in  Erth  to  pray  for  me  as  well  whiles  I 
am  in  this  lif  as  at  my  passage  and  also  after  my  departing  that 
therby  I  may  the  soner  obtayne  Ever  lasting  lif  And  as  for  my  bodie 
when  it  is  deade  I  require  my  Executours  herafter  named  to  cause  it  to 
be  decentlie  and  comely  buryed  in  the  pishe  Churche  wheare  it  shall 
please  Allmighti  God  to  call  for  me  to  his  Mercye  and  to  have  wt  in 
the  same  Churche  solempne  svice  as  is  used  to  be  doon  for  deede  folkes 
w1  one  sermon  or  moo.  as  to  them  shal  be  thought  moost  convenient 
Referring  unto  their  discreacions  th  ordre  of  my  buriall  and  the  distri- 
buting unto  poore  people  parte  of  suche  thinges  as  it  hath  pleased  God 
to  endue  me  withall  whiche  I  hope  and  truste  and  also  desire  them  to 
doo  as  decentlye  and  comely  as  to  my  poore  abilitie  appertayneth." 

He  bequeathed  "to  the  high  aulter  of  the  parrishe  Churche 
of  Richmond  for  my  tithes  negligently  forgotten  or  witholden  in 
discharge  of  my  conscience  if  any  such  be  xs."  This  was  his  only 
bequest  to  the  Church. 

John  Guylmyn's  son  was  godson  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  and 
was  evidently  named  after  him,  Henry.  The  following  paragraph  in 
his  will  refers  to  the  fact  : — 

"  I  will  and  my  mynde  and  intent  is  that  my  saide  sonne  Henrye 
shall  have  all  suche  plate  of  his  as  I  have  in  his  keaping  whiche  was 
geven  him  by  ov  late  Soverayn  lorde  king  Henrye  the  eight  and  his 
other  Godfathers  and  Godmothers  at  the  baptisme  or  christenyng  of 
the  saide  Henrye  my  son  that  is  to  say  a  standing  cuppe  of  silver  wt 
a  cover  all  gilte  and  twoo  pottes  of  silver  all  gilte  wl  covers  waying 
all  togithers  fiftie  ounces  or  ther  aboute." 

Like  his  patron,  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  John  Guylmyn  appears 
to  have  had  more  than  one  wife,  as  the  following'  in  his  will  shows  : — 

"  I  wille  that  Hellyn  my  wif  shall  have  and  enjoye  during  her 
naturall  lif  all  my  landes  tenementis  and  hereditaments  as  well  free 
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holde  as  customarye  or  copie  holde  that  I  have  in  the  towne  and  feeldes 
of  Richemonde  in  the  Countie  of  Surr  and  immediately  after  the 
deceace  of  Ellen  (sic)  my  wife  I  geve  and  bequeath  all  my  said  landes 
tenementis  and  hereditaments  in  Richemound  afore  said  to  Henry 
Guylmyn  my  sonne  and  to  the  heires  of  his  bodie  lawfully  begotten 
And  for  lacke  of  suche  yssue  of  the  bodie  of  the  saide  Henrye  my  son 
lawfully  begotten  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  saide  landes  tenementis 
and  hereditamentis  in  Richemounte  afore  saide  to  Anne  my  youngest 
daughter  begotten  betwene  me  and  Susanne  my  second  wif." 

Ellen,  his  third  wife,  was  his  executrix,  and  proved  his  will  June 
1 8th,  1558. 

Henry  Guylmyn,  his  son,  and  Anne  Guylmyn,  his  youngest 
daughter,  both  by  his  second  wife,  were  the  only  children  mentioned 
in  his  will. 

John  Guylmyn  had  two  daughters  named  Anne,  one  by  his  first 
wife  and  one  by  his  second,  which  explains  why  in  his  will  he  is  so 
particular  in  describing  the  second  as  "  Anne  begotten  betwene  me 
and  Susanne  my  second  wif,"  as  he  left  nothing  to  Anne  by  his  first 
wife. 

He  further  desired  "  that  all  and  singulier  my  goods  cattalles  and 
detts  according  to  the  laudable  custome  of  the  Cittie  of  London  shal 
be  egally  divided  into  three  egall  porcionnes  and  partes  wherof  I  will 
that  Hellen  my  wif  shall  have  to  her  owne  propre  use  according  to  the 
said  laudable  custome  of  the  Cittie  of  London  one  egall  parte  of  all 
and  singulier  my  said  goods  cattalles  and  dettis  into  three  equall 
parties  to  be  divided  as  afore  saide  And  further  I  will  that  my  said 
son  Henry  Guylmyn  and  my  saide  youngest  daughter  Anne  Guylmyn 
begotten  betwene  me  and  Susanne  my  seconde  wif  shall  have  egally 
betwene  them  to  their  awne  propre  uses  one  other  equall  parte  of  all 
and  singulier  my  goodes  cattalles  and  detts  into  three  egalle  partes  to 
be  divided  as  is  afore  saide  according  to  the  said  laudable  custome 
And  the  saide  Henrye  parte  therof  I  wille  shal  be  delivered  to  him  at 
the  accomplishment  of  his  full  age  of  xxviiili  yeres  And  the  saide 
Annes  parte  therof  I  wille  to  be  delivered  to  her  at  the  daye  of  her 
marriage     And  also  I  wille  that  my  saide  sonne  Henrye  shall  have 
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yerelie  for  his  exhibicion  and  findinge  at  his  studie  out  of  his  saide 
parte  and  porcion  to  him  by  me  geven  as  is  afore  saide  one  yerelie 
payment  or  Anuitie  of  sixtene  pounds  by  yere  to  him  quarterlie  to  be 
paide  by  even  porcions  by  the  hande  of  my  brother  in  lawe  Henrye 
Leigh  and  my  cousen  Garrard  Legh  theire  Executours  or  assynges 
untill  suche  tyme  as  my  saide  sonne  Henrye  shall  accomplishe  his 
saide  age  of  xxviii11  yeres  And  also  I  wille  that  my  saide  daughter 
Anne  shall  have  yerlie  towards  her  said  finding  one  yerlie  pension  or 
Annuitie  of  iiiior  mrks  by  yere  out  of  her  saide  parte  and  porcion  of 
my  saide  goodes  cattales  and  detts  to  be  paide  to  her  quarterly  by  the 
hande  of  the  said  Henry  Leighe  and  Gerrard  Legh  theire  executours 
and  assignes  from  the  daye  of  my  death  untill  the  daye  of  her 
marriage." 

He  was  evidently  rather  a  strict  father,  as  the  following  para- 
graph shows  : — "  And  also  my  mynde  will  and  intent  is  that  the 
saide  Henrye  my  sonne  shall  contynually  applie  his  lerning  in  The 
Univsitie  of  Oxford  and  in  some  Inne  of  Courte  or  Inne  of  Chauncery 
untill  he  be  of  the  age  of  xxviii  yeres  And  also  my  mynde  is  and  I 
doo  charge  the  said  Henry  my  sonne  that  he  shall  not  marrye  before 
the  said  age  of  xxviii  yeres  nor  then  nor  after  that  without  the  full 
consent  and  Agreme1  of  my  Over  seers  (Executors)  hereafter  named 
or  the  survivo1'  or  survivors  of  them  if  any  of  them  be  then  livinge." 

The  Executors  were  "  my  singulier  good  Lorde  the  nowe  Bishop 
of  Elye"  and  "my  brother  in  lawe  Henrye  Leigh  and  my  cousen 
Gerrard  Legh." 

To  his  "  cousen  Henry  Gilmyn "  he  left  "  my  best  gowne  of 
damaske  furred  and  my  best  cote  of  Velvitt."  To  the  Bishop  of  Ely 
"  for  a  remembrance  of  my  goode  will  and  zeale  toward  him  a  ringe 
or  jewell  of  golde  sett  with  an  emerode." 

This  Bishop  of  Ely  was  Thomas  Thirlby,  formerly  Bishop  of 
Norwich.  He  was  translated  to  Ely  by  Queen  Mary,  17  Aug.,  1554? 
and  was  one  of  the  Legates  sent  to  Rome  by  her  to  arrange  for  the 
re-union  of  the  Church  of  England  with  that  of  Rome.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  he  was  deprived  of  his 
See  for  refusing  to  take  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  pursuant  of  Act  of 
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Parliament,  1st  Elizabeth,  23  Nov.,  1559,  and  was  imprisoned  at 
Lambeth  Palace,  where  he  died,  Aug.  26,  1570,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Parish  Church  of  Lambeth. 

To  insure  obedience  to  his  injunctions  John  Gylmyn  further  says  : 
"  My  mynde  and  intent  is  that  if  the  said  Henry  Gilmyn  my  sonne 
shall  not  contynually  applye  his  lerning  and  studye  in  Th  Unvsitie  & 
in  the  Innes  of  Courte  or  Innes  of  Chauncery  untill  he  accomplishe 
his  said  age  of  xxviij11  yeres  or  shall  clayme  to  have  his  owne  parte  or 
porcion  of  the  thirde  parte  of  all  and  singtr  my  saide  goode  cattalle 
and  dettis  to  him  bilonging  by  force  of  the  saide  laudable  custome  of 
the  Cittie  of  London  before  his  saide  age  of  xxviij1'  yeres  or  shall 
marrye  before  th  accomplishement  of  his  saide  age  of  xxviij11  yeres 
or  shall  marrye  at  or  after  the  saide  age  of  xxviij11  yeres  w4out  the 
consent  and  Agreament  of  my  Over  seers  herafter  named  or  the 
survive  or  survivors  of  them  if  anye  of  them  shal  be  then  living 
Thenne  I  will  and  ordayn  by  this  my  laste  Will  and  Testament  that 
the  said  Henrye  my  sonne  shall  lose  and  forfaicte  all  suche  parte  and 
porcon  of  my  saide  thirde  parte  of  all  and  singulier  my  goode  cattalle 
and  debts  as  the  same  Henrye  by  reason  of  this  my  last  Wille  may  or 
can  clayme  to  have  and  all  the  same  parte  of  the  saide  thirde  parte  of 
all  the  saide  goode  cattalles  and  dette  so  forfaicte  or  lost  by  the  saide 
Henrye  I  doo  by  thiese  presents  give  wille  and  bequeath  to  my  said 
youngest  daughter  Anne  if  she  be  then  living  And  if  she  be  then 
deade  Thenne  I  bequeathe  all  the  saide  Henryes  part  and  porcion  of 
myne  awne  thirde  parte  and  porcion  afore  said  to  and  amongest  then 
man  childe  or  men  children  my  said  nephew  Henry  Gilmyn  then  living 
And  if  my  saide  Nephewe  Henrye  Gilmyn  shall  have  no  man  childe 
or  men  children  of  his  bodie  begotten  living  at  the  time  at  such 
forfaicture  so  made  by  my  said  sonne  Henry  Guylmyn  Then  I 
bequeathe  the  hole  parte  and  porcion  of  the  saide  Henrye  Gilmyn 
my  son  so  lost  and  forfaicted  to  the  next  of  bludde  and  kynnerede 
of  me  the  said  John  Guylmyn  then  living." 

The  nephew  mentioned  in  the  above  paragraph,  Henry  Gilmyn, 
was  also  to  come  into  the  property  "  if  my  saide  sonne  Henry  happen 
to  depart  ys  life  before  his  saide  age  of  xxviii11  yeres  or  if  the  said 
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Anne  happen  to  dye  or  departe  out  of  this  worlde  before  she  shal  be 
marryed." 

The  connection  of  this  nephew,  Henry  Gilmyn,  with  the  testator, 
is  shown  in  the  pedigree  of  Henry  Gilmyn,  given  in  the  "  Herald's 
Visitation  of  Kent,"  1574,  College  of  Arms,  H.  2,  158  (see  page  26). 

Further  particulars  concerning  "  Nephewe  Henrye  Gilmyn  "  will 
be  found  in  the  account  of  Henry  Gilman,  of  Deptford  and  Stepney, 
on  page  40. 

In  "Vincent's  Hertfordshire,"  written  circa  1620,  page  122,  the 
writer  found  the  following  pedigree,  which  explains  the  relationship, 
otherwise  somewhat  ambiguous,  in  John  Guylmyn's  will,  between  him 
and  his  three  wives. 

From  this  pedigree  on  the  following  page  it  will  be  seen  that 
Ellen,  the  wife,  who  outlived  John  Gylmyn  and  proved  his  will,  was 
his  third  wife. 

His  daughter  Anne,  by  his  first  wife,  married  Richard  Warren. 
This  daughter  is  not  mentioned  in  his  will ;  no  doubt  she  displeased 
her  father  at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage  to  Susan  Hornebolt,  ot 
Gaunt  (Ghent)  in  Flanders.  This  lady  came  over  from  Flanders  with 
Anne  of  Cleves,*  the  fourth  wife  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  being  one 
of  her  Ladies  in  Waiting,  which  would  explain  why  King  Henry  the 
Eighth  stood  Godfather  to  John  Gylmyn's  infant  son  Henry. 

Henry  the  Eighth  married  Ann  of  Cleves,  Jan.  6,  1540.  It  is 
probable  that  John  Guylmyn  married  his  Flemish  wife  in  the  previous 
year,  or  shortly  before  the  marriage  of  Anne  of  Cleves.  As  King 
Henry  was  Godfather  to  their  first  infant  most  likely  the  child  was 
born  whilst  Anne  was  Queen,  and  as  she  was  divorced  six  months 
after  her  marriage,  Henry  Gylmyn  was  therefore  born  in  1540,  and 
was  28  years  old  in  1568.  Now  in  "Vincent's  Pedigree,"  Henry 
Gilmyn's  (of  Twickenham)  son  and  first  child  is  given  as  eight  years 
old  in  1579,  and  was  therefore  born  in  157 1.  Henry  Gilmyn  was 
therefore  probably  married  in  1569-70,  having  carried  out  his  father's 
injunctions  in  his  will  not  to  marry  till  he  was  28  years  of  age. 

*  See  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Southampton  to  Henry  VIII.  on  page  35. 
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As  we  have  already  seen,  his  guardian  (overseer),  the  Bishop  of 
Ely,  without  whose  consent  he  was  not  to  marry,  even  when  he  came 
to  the  age  of  28,  was  at  this  time  deprived  of  his  See  and  a  prisoner 
at  Lambeth  Palace. 

Whether  Henry  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  before  the 
latter's  death  in  the  August  of  1570,  is  not  known,  but  as  Henry  was 
acting  as  Churchwarden  at  Twickenham  Church  in  1569,  probably  he 
had  conformed  to  the  Reformed  Faith  and  his  religious  views  would 
not  be  quite  in  unison  with  those  of  the  prisoner  in  Lambeth  Palace. 

The  following  Grants,  to  be  found  in  the  "  Domestic  State 
Papers  "  in  the  Record  Office,  are  of  interest  : — 

"  Henry  VIII.  Vol.  I.  (a.d.  1509). 
"P.S.  Art.  542.  For  John  Gylmyn  of  the  King's  Buttery. 
"  To  be  bailiff  of  the  lordship  of  Witwike  and  the  villages  thereto 
belonging  in  County  Leic  :  with  herbage  pannage*  of  the  Park  of 
Bardon,  and  windfallen  and  dead  wood  in  the  same.  Enfield  5  Sep 
1  Hen  VIII.  Del.  Croydon  3  Oct  Pat.  1  Henry  VIII.  p.  1.  m  22  (5 
Sept.  1509  and  3  Oct.  1509)." 

The  above-mentioned  John  Gylmyn  apparently  died  in  or  before 
the  year  15 14,  as  a  Patent  exists,  dated  Dec.  25  in  that  year,  in  which 
King  Henry  VIII.  grants  the  office  of  keeper  of  Bardon  Park,  Leicester- 
shire, with  the  herbage  and  pannage  of  the  same,  and  of  the  forest  of 
Wabridge  in  Huntingdonshire,  to  Oliver  Holand,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
"  yeoman  huisshers  of  the  chamber,"  in  the  place  of  "  John  Gylmyn,  late 
deceased"  who  cannot,  therefore,  be  the  same  as  the  following  John 
Gilmyn,  described  as  Yeoman  of  the  Crown  in  the  year  1524-5,  but  was 
possibly  a  brother  of  Richard  Gylmyn,  the  Yeoman  of  the  Guard.  It 
will  be  seen  in  the  Welsh  pedigree,  opposite  page  8,  that  Richard  had 
a  brother  John,  who  died  without  children. 

"Art.  464.  "  16.  Henry  VIII.     (a.d.  1524-5). 

"Nov  27.        John    Gilmyn,  Yeoman    of  the  Crown    in    Henry  VII's 
time,  and  John  his  son,  Usher  of  the  Chamber,  To  be 
Keeper,  auditor  and  doorward,  in  survivorship,  of  Bristol  Castle,  with 

*  Feed  for  hogs  and  pigs. 


34  The  Gilmans  of  London  and  Neighbourhood. 

a  grant  of  the  Castle  close,  and  2d  a  day  as  doorward  formerly  held 
by  Gilmyn  the  elder,  then  Serjeant  (Serviens)  of  the  King's  Minstrels." 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Letters  Patent,  dated  June 
27,  1524,  granting  to  John  Gylmyn,  Yeoman  of  the  Crown,  the  Office 
of  Keeper  of  Bristol  Castle,  which  he  apparently  first  held  in  the  last 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  : — 

"Patent  Roll  16  Henry  VIII.     Part  2.  memb.  52. 

"  To  all  to  whom,  &c,  greeting.  Whereas  Our  most  dear  Father 
King  Henry  the  7th,  by  his  Letters  Patent  dated  at  Oxford,  28  February, 
in  the  24th  year  of  his  reign  [1509],  granted  to  his  beloved  John 
Gylmyn,  yeoman  of  the  Crown,  the  office  of  keeper  of  his  Castle  within 
his  town  of  Bristol  with  the  occupation  and  profits  of  one  small  close 
containing  6  acres  of  the  yearly  value  of  10s.  and  not  more  ;  also  the 
occupation  and  profit  of  the  ditches  of  the  Castle  there  :  to  hold, 
occupy  and  enjoy  the  said  office,  close  and  ditches  to  Our  said  servant 
by  himself,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  during  his  life,  without  any  fee 
or  wages,  to  hold  for  the  exercise  thereof,  as  in  the  said  Letters  of  Our 
said  Father  more  fully  is  contained.  And  whereas  We  because  the 
said  John  Gylmyn  has  returned  the  said  Letters  Patent  of  Our  said 
Father  into  Our  Chancery  to  be  cancelled,  which  still  remain  there  as 
We  know,  by  other  Letters  Patent  dated  at  Westminster,  26  April 
[year  not  given]  of  Our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion  have  granted  to  the  said  John  Gylmyn  and  to  a  certain  John 
Williams,  now  deceased,  by  the  names  of  Our  beloved  and  faithful 
servant,  John  Gylmyn,  Serjeant  of  Our  minstrels,  and  John  Williams, 
then  yeoman  of  the  Guard,  the  said  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  Castle 
in  Bristol,  also  the  said  close  called  Castle  close  beyond  the  diches  of 
the  said  Castle,  and  also  the  occupation  and  profits  of  the  said  ditches, 
together  with  all  herbage,  profits  and  emoluments  of  the  said  close 
and  ditches  ;  to  hold,  enjoy  and  occupy  the  said  office,  close  and 
ditches,  and  other  the  premises,  to  the  said  John  and  John,  or  their 
sufficient  deputies,  for  the  term  of  their  lives  and  the  survivor  of  them, 
without  rendering  any  account  to  Us  for  the  same. 

"  Further  of  Our  abundant  grace  We  have  constituted  the  said 
John  Gylmyn  and  John  Williams  doorwards  of  Our  said  Castle  for  the 
keeping  of  the  gate  of  the  said  Castle. 
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"  We  have  also  granted  to  them  that  they  may  appoint  for  their 
lives  or  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them  2  watchmen  to  watch  as  well 
by  day  as  by  night  in  the  said  Castle  :  to  enjoy  the  said  office  of 
doorwards  and  the  said  nomination,  together  with  all  the  profits, 
advantages  and  emoluments  thereof  for  their  lives,  taking  yearly  for 
the  said  office  of  doorvvard  2d.  per  day,  and  for  the  wages  of  the  said 
2  watchmen  3d.  per  day  and  one  halfpenny  per  night,  forthcoming  as 
well  from  the  farm  or  fee-farm  of  Our  town  of  Bristol  as  well  as  from 
other  profits,  issues  and  revenues  of  Our  said  town  by  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff  or  the  Receiver  there  for  the  time  being.  And  because 
the  said  John  Williams  is  dead  and  the  said  John  Gylmyn  has 
returned  Our  said  Letters  Patent  so  to  them  made  as  aforesaid  into 
Our  Chancery  to  be  cancelled  to  the  intent  that  We  should  grant 
other  Letters  Patent  to  him  and  to  Our  faithful  servant  John  Gylmyn^ 
son  of  the  said  John,  one  of  the  Grooms  Usshcrs  of  ozir  Chamber,  in 
consideration  of  the  faithful  services  to  Us  rendered  by  them  both, 
We  of  Our  special  grace  have  granted  to  the  said  John  Gylmyn,  the 
father,  and  John  Gylmyn,  the  son,  the  said  office  of  keeper  of  Our  said 
Castle  of  Bristol,  and  have  made  them  keepers  and  doorwards  there 
for  their  lives  in  survivorship,  they  taking  all  the  wages,  fees,  profits, 
&c,  to  the  said  office  belonging,  for  their  lives,  without  rendering  to 
Us  any  account  for  the  same.  We  have  also  granted  to  them  the 
said  close  and  ditches,  witn  the  herbage  and  profits  thereof.  Also  the 
said  wages  of  2d.  per  day  to  the  said  office  of  doorward  belonging, 
without  making  any  account  for  the  same. 

"Witness  the  King  at  Westminster,  27  June  [1524]." 

The  following  grants  and  receipts  from  the  "  State  Papers  "  refer 
to  John  Gylmyn  the  elder,  as  Serjeant  or  Marshal  of  the  Minstrels*: — 

*  There  is  apparently  some  confusion  in  the  names  of  and  offices  held  by  the  John  Gylmvns 
mentioned  in  these  Royal  Grants  which  it  is  difficult,  at  first  sight,  quite  to  clear  up.  From  them  it 
would  appear  doubtful  whether  John  Gylmyn  the  "  Gentleman  Harbinger  "  of  Queen  Mary's  reign 
is  identical  with  John  Gilman,  jun.,  the  "  Usher  of  our  Chamber  "  or  with  his  father,  the  "  Serjeant 
of  the  Minstrels"  and  "Yeoman  of  the  Crown,"  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Letters  Patent. 
The  Herald's  Pedigrees  all  give  the  name  of  Richard  as  the  father  of  John  Gylmyn  the  Gentleman 
Harbinger.  The  latter  should  then  be  the  sa*me  as  the  Serjeant  of  the  King's  Minstrels  from 
1 5 14  to  1525,  and  the  original  grantee  by  Henry  VII.  in  1509  of  the  office  of  Keeper  of  Bristol 
Castle,  and  "  John  his  son,"  his  chill  by  his  first  wife  Anne,  though  this  son  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  pedigree  (facing  page  32)  but  only  a  daughter  named  Anne.  There  is  no  later  mention  in  any 
Record  of  this  John  Gylmyn  the  son,  so  probably  he  died  soon  after  thus  date. 
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"Vol.  I.     Hen  :  VIII.     (A.D.  15 14). 
"  P.S.  5504.  "  For  John  Gylmyn. 

"To  be  Marshall  of  the  King's  Minstrels  with  4M  a  day  and  10 
marks  a  year,  vice  Chambre.  Eltham,  15  Oct  6.  Henry  VIII.  del 
Westm  17  Oct.     Pat  6  Henry  VIII.  p.  1.  m.  10." 

"Art.  604.  "Henry  VIII.     [1520]. 

"  Rymer  XIII.  705         The  King's  Minstrels  Inspeximus  in  favor  of 
"  23  Jan.  John  Gilmyn." 

"Art.  999  (a.d.  1520). 

"  Sep.  29.         Annuities.     Receipt  of  Exchequer  for  the  year  ending 
Mich.   12    Hen.  VIII.      John   Gilman,  Marshall  of  the 
King's  Minstrels  and  his  fellows  53*  6s.  8d." 

"Art.  1939  "17  Henry  VIII.  A.D.  (1525). 

"  No.  9.         Servants  of  the  King,  and  their  yearly  wages. 

John    Gylmyn,    Marshall    of   the   Minstrels    and    seven 
Minstrels  ^53.  6s.  8d." 

The  following  grant  refers  to  John  Gylmyn  as  "one  of  the  Grooms 
of  the  Royal  Antechamber"  : — 

Privy  Seal  26  Henry  VIII.     July  (1534). 

{Translated  from  the  Latin.) 

"  1 7  day  of  October  in  the  year  before  mentioned  this  writ  was 
delivered  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  to  be  executed. 

"  Henry  the  Eighth  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England  and 
France  Defender  of  the  Faith  Lord  of  Ireland  to  Our  beloved  and 
faithful  Counsellor  Thomas  Audeley  Knight  Our  Chancellor  Greeting. 
We  command  you  that  under  Our  Great  Seal,  at  present  in  your 
custody,  you  cause  to  be  made  Our  letters  patent  in  the  following  form. 

"  Henry  the  Eighth  &c  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come 
greeting.  Be  it  known  that  We  of  our  Special  grace  and  certain 
knowledge  and  our  mere  motion  have  given  and  granted  and  by  these 
presents  do  give  and  grant  unto  Our  beloved  servant  John  Gylmyn 
one  of  the  Grooms  of  Our  Royal  Antechamber  the  Bailiwick  of  Our 
Hundred  of  Pouder  alias  Powedere  in  Our  County  of  Cornwall,  and 
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by  these  presents  we  constitute  make  and  ordain  the  said  John 
Baiiiff  of  our  aforesaid  Hundred  the  said  John  to  have  occupy  and 
enjoy  the  aforesaid  Office  for  himself  or  his  sufficient  deputy  or 
deputies  for  the  term  of  his  life  without  any  impediment  or  pertur- 
bation from  the  Sheriff  of  Our  aforesaid  County  for  the  time  being 
or  any  other  Our  officers  whatsover  taking  for  this  office  and  using 
the  fees  wages  and  rewards  in  any  way  belonging  or  appertaining  to 
the  office  of  Bailiff  of  the  aforesaid  Hundred  in  such  ample  and  free 
manner  as  any  other  Bailiff  of  the  aforesaid  Hundred  before  this 
time  had  or  received  or  ought  to  have  received  in  the  said  Office  one 
or  all  or  any  of  the  profits  emoluments  or  advantages  of  the  said 
Office  or  Bailiwick  of  the  aforesaid  Hundred  owing  or  appertaining 
Because  express  mention  &c,  &c, 

"  In  witness  whereof  &c. 

"  Given  under  Our  private  Seal  at  More  the  third  day  of  July  in 
the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign." 

It  is  probable  John  Gilmyn  went  over  to  Flanders  in  company 
with  Dr.  Wotton  or  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  when  they  were  sent 
over  by  Henry  VIII.  to  arrange  the  preliminaries  of  his  marriage 
with  the  Princess  Anne  of  Cleves,  and  John  Gylmyn  then  married  his 
second  wife,  Susan  Hornebolt,  of  Ghent  in  Flanders.  The  following 
is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  Earl  of  Southampton*  and 
Dr.  Wotton  to  King  Henry  VIII. f  dated 

"Calais  Dec  13  (1539) 
at  10  of  the  Clok  in  the  night. 

"  and  having  this  hoole  daye  not  been  with  my  Lady,  therefore 
this  after  noone  I  went  to  her  Grace  to  visite  and  salute  the  same  and 
to  knowe  her  pleasure  wheder  she  wold  commande  me  any  service  : 
and  after  much  communication  she  prayed  me,  by  Olishgver  who  was 
trencheman,  to  goo  to  the  carddes  at  sum  gamme  that  Your  Highness 
used,  to  thintent  she  might  learne. 

"  And  soo  my  Lord  William  and  I  played  with  her  at  cent  and 
Maister  Moryson  Maistrcs   Gylmyne,  with   Mr  Wotton   stode   by  and 

*  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam,  created  Earl  of  Southampton  in  1537. 

t  "State  Papers,"  Vol.  VIII.,  page  212,  published  under  the  authority  of  Her  Majesty's 
Commission. 
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taught  her  the  playe.  And  I  assure  Your  Majestie  she  played  as 
pleasauntly  and  with  as  good  a  grace  and  countenaunce  as  ever  in  all 
my  life  I  sawe  any  noble  woman." 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  so  quaint  and  interesting  that  it  is 
worthy  of  being  reprinted  : — 

"And  after  this,  when  she  was  risen,  I  besought  her  to  licence  me 
to  departe  to  my  lodging,  sayeng  that  I  had  hast  to  advertise  Your 
Majestie  of  sum  other  things  touching  your  affayres,  and  also  of  this 
her  pastyme,  and  this  night  to  dispatche  a  post  for  the  same.  She  was 
contented,  and  thanked  me,  prayeng  me  to  comme  again  to  supper, 
and  to  bring  sum  noble  folkes  with  me  to  sit  with  her,  after  the  manner 
of  her  country.  I  showed  her  it  was  not  the  usage  of  our  country  soo 
to  doo,  and  therefore  besought  Her  Grace  to  pardon  me  of  that  for  I 
durst  not  consent  therunto. 

"Yet  nevertheles  she  eftsones  prayed  me  twise  or  thrise  verrey 

instantly,  yea,  and  caused  Olislier  to  doo  the  same,  this  oone  night  to 

graunte  to  her  request :  for  as  she  sayed,  she  was  moche  desirous  to 

see  the  maner  and  fachion  of  Englisshemen   sitting  at  their  meate. 

Soo,  as  sythens  it  pleased  her  evyn  thus  ernestly  to  byd  me,  I  graunte 

to  doo  her  will  and  commandement,  and  supp  wTith  Her  Grace.   Which 

if  I  did  amysse,  I  beseeche  Your  Majistie  of  pardon  ;  for  I  assure  the 

same  I  was  looth  so  to  doo,  but  that  she  pressed  me,  as  they  knowe 

that  herde. 

"  W.  Southampton 

"  Nicolas  Wotton  " 

No  doubt  the  Earl  of  Southampton  had  a  lively  recollection  of 
the  fate  that  befell,  a  few  years  before,  some  of  the  friends  of  Anne 
Boleyn — Sir  William  Brereton,  &c. — when  he  penned  the  latter  part 
of  the  above  letter. 

On  Dec.  11,  1539,  the  Lady  Anne  of  Cleves  was  conducted  under 
a  German  escort  to  Calais,  where  Lord  Southampton  and  four  hundred 
English  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  were  waiting  to  receive  her  and 
conduct  her  to  her  future  country. 
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A  list  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  in  the  retinue  of 
Anne  of  Cleves  is  given  in  the  "  Harleian  MSS.,"  No.  296,  fo.  169, 
in  the  British  Museum,  amongst  the  latter  occurs  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Gilmyn. 

The  manuscript  is  endorsed  : — 

"  The  names  of  the  Noble  men  and  other  of  the  Quenes  trayn 
that  attended  on  her  grace  to  Calais." 


I      VI.  psons. 


"  Ms  Gilmyn  wt  V.  psons. 

The  Lady  Keteler  wt  VI.  psons. 

The  wydovve  of  the 

Lorde  of  Wyssen  wl 

The  wyfe  of  thelder 

palant  Lorde  of  VI.  psons. 

Bredebent  wl  1 

V.  yong  gentilwomen  of 
the  which  one  is  a  Baron's  doughter. 
III.  other  gentilwomen  as  siints." 

After  some  delay  waiting  for  favorable  weather  to  cross  the 
Channel,  on  Dec.  27th,  as  the  winter  twilight  was  closing  into  night, 
the  intended  Queen  of  England  set  her  foot  on  the  shore  under  the 
walls  of  Deal  Castle.  On  New  Year's  Eve  she  reached  Rochester, 
where  the  King  met  her,  attended  only  by  Sir  Anthony  Brown.  The 
interview,  agitating  under  all  circumstances,  became  doubly  so  from 
the  fact  that  neither  the  King  nor  his  bride  could  understand  each 
other's  language. 

Whether  this  was  also  the  case  between  John  Gylmyn  and  his 
wife  history  does  not  tell  us,  but  no  doubt  by  this  time  they  had  learnt 
some  of  each  other's  language.  Probably  Mrs.  Gylmyn  spoke  or 
understood  English  before  she  was  married. 

King  Henry  was  very  disappointed  at  the  first  vision  of  his  bride. 
He  met  her  at  her  lodgings.  The  King  entered  bringing  with  him 
"a  little  present."     His  heart  sank;    his  presence  of  mind  forsook 
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him  ;  and  he  was  "  suddenly  quite  discouraged  and  amazed."  He 
forgot  his  present ;  he  almost  forgot  his  courtesy.  He  did  not  stay 
in  the  room  "  to  speak  twenty  words."  He  would  not  stop  in 
Rochester.  "  Very  sad  and  pensive,"  says  Sir  Anthony  Brown,  he 
entered  his  barge  and  hurried  back  to  Greenwich. 

Henry  tried  all  he  could  to  escape  from  the  engagement,  but 
without  avail.  They  were  married  on  Jan.  6,  1540,  and  Anne  of 
Cleves  was  divorced  the  following  July  10th.  Henry  granted  her 
Richmond  Palace,  with  an  income  of  three  thousand  a  year,  where 
she  lived  till  her  death,  July  16,  1557.  It  will  be  noted  that  John 
Gilmyn,  in  his  will,  left  to  his  wife  various  lands,  tenements  and 
fields  in  Richmond,  so  it  is  possible  that  Mrs.  Gilmyn  remained 
in  her  service  after  her  divorce  from  Henry. 

But  the  following  curious  and  interesting  entry  in  the  Privy 
Purse  expenses*  of  the  Princess  Mary,  the  daughter  of  King  Henry's 
first  wife,  Catherine  of  Arragon,  would  indicate  that  Mrs.  Gilmyn  left 
the  service  of  Lady  Anne  of  Cleves  for  that  of  the  Princess  Mary,  to 
whom  her  husband  was  afterwards  '  Gentleman  Harbinger,'  when  she 
became  Queen  Mary. 

The  entry  is  dated  Aug.  1544,  four  years  after  the  divorce  of 
Anne  of  Cleves,  or  nine  years  before  the  Princess  Mary  came  to  the 
Throne. 

"  Item  payed  to  Locke  for  xij  yds.  of  blacke  Satten  at  vijs  the  yde 
geven  to  Mrs.  Gylmen     ....     iiij11  iiijs." 

Four  guineas  was  therefore  the  cost  of  the  Black  Satin  for  Mrs. 
Gylmin's  dress,  purchased  from  the  draper,  Locke,  which  is  equivalent 
to  about  eighty  pounds  in  the  relative  value  of  money  at  the  present 
day. 

This  Mrs.  Gylmen,  to  whom  the  Princess  Mary  made  this  present, 
may  not  have  been  Susan,  nee  Hornebolt,  of  Ghent,  John  Gylmyn's 
second  wife,  who  was  most  likely  to  have  been  a  Protestant,  but  Ellen, 
nee  Chatfield,  his  third  wife,  as  we  find  from  a  suit  in  "  Feet  of  Fines"  f 
for  London  and  Middlesex,  that  John  Gylmin  must  have  been  married 

*  Record  Office,  London.  t  See  note,  page  116. 
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to  his  third  wife,  Ellen,  before  Easter,  in  the  2nd  year  of  the  reign  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  or  in  the  year  1555-  ™s  is  the  entry  in  the 
Calendar  :* 

"  Philip  and  Mary. 

"  Stephen  Coldewell  &  Gerald  Legh  and  John  Gylmen  gentleman 
and  Ellen  his  wife. 

"A  Messuage  called  "  le  Whyte  Swanne"  in  the  parish  of  S. 
Botolp  near  Byllynsgate 

"Easter.     Anno.     1  &  2.     [1554]-" 

Gerard  Legh,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  one  of  John  Gylmyn's 
executors,  mentioned  in  his  will,  and  his  cousin. 

There  is  also  another  entry,  a  year  later,  in  the  same  "  Feet  of 
Fines : " f 

"  Philip  and  Mary. 

"  John  Aysshe  and  John  Gylemcn  gentleman  and  Ellen  his  wife. 
Five  Messuages  in  the  parishes  of  S.  Margaret,  in  Bridge  strete  next 
Roderlase,  of  St.  Leonard,  in  Estchepe,  and  of  S.  Andrew  Hubberd 
in  Estchepe— Mention  of  Richard  Adam. 

"  Remainders  to  Nicholas  Chatfield 

"Mich.     Anno  2  &  3.     [i556]-" 

A  search  in  the  "  Subsidy  Rolls,"  being  Records  which  contain  a 
list  of  persons  liable  for  the  taxes  or  supplies  granted  to  the  King  to 
aid  him  in  his  wars  and  emergencies,  of  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
Edward  VI.,  preserved  in  the  Record  Office,  London,  yielded  the 
following  particulars : — 

"Subsidy  roll.  15  Hen.  VIII.  ff  (a.d.  1523-4)  Assessm1  of  the 
payment  of  the  subsidy  granted  15  Hen.  VIII.  on  the  King's  House- 
hold (under  heading  of  offices,  as  pantry,  &c.) 

"  The  Hall. 
"xxvjs.  vjd.  John  Gulymyn  in  wages  only,  iiijd." 

*  Calendar  of  Feet  of  Fines  for  London  and  Middlesex,  by  W.  J.  Hardy  and  Wm.  Page, 

1893.     Vol.  II.,  page  91. 
t  Ibid.     Vol.  II.,  page  92. 
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The  above  in  all  probability  refers  to  the  Marshall  of  the  King's 
Minstrels  (see  page  36). 

11  Lay  Subsidy  roll.  26  Hen.  VIII.  ff  (a.d.  1534-5)  (Household) 
Assessm1.  on  all  Dukes  Marquises  ....  also  on  the  gentlemen 
of  H.M.'s  household  who  were  chargeable  to  the  2nd  payment  of  the 
subsidy  granted  in  the  26th  year  Hen.  VIII. 

"  Johannis  Guylmynne  iuxta  Ratum  xxH  in  bonis     .     .     .     xs." 

"£§.  Lay  Subsidy  of  the  King's  household  37  Hen.  VIII.  (a.d. 
1545-6)  an  indenture  made  3  Apr:  37  Hen.  VIII.  (under  heading 
Aula  &  Camera) 

"  Johes  Gylmen  in  terr.     c11     .     .     x11." 

"  -f  f .  The  hole  booke  of  the  Contrybucion  for  the  Nobylytye  and 
other  of  the  King's  most  honorable  household  graunted  unto  our  late 
Sovereign  Lord  Henry  theight     ....     xxxvij  yere  (A.D.  1545-6). 

"  the  charge  the  recypte  the  Arryrage 

"  John  Guylmyn     .     .     viii11.  ijs.  viijd.     lxvjs.  viijd.  cs." 


it  <i0 

ft  (f ' 


Subsidy  roll.     Assessm*.   of  the  subsidy  granted  37   Hen: 
VIII.  on  the  King's  Household  dated  1  Edvv:  VI.  ist  April." 

Entry  under  heading  "  Hospic  "  [broken  away]. 
"  Johes  Gylmyn  in  bonis  "  [illegible  and  broken  away]. 

"  f  1-.     Assessment  of  the  contribution  on  the  Royal  Household  and 
Court  38  Hen.  VIII.  (a.d.  1546-7).  (under  heading  '  Hospitium  ') 
"  John  Gylmyn  in  lands    .     .    c11.  xxxiij*.  iiijd.    .    .    viiju.  vis.  viiid." 

"  Lay  Subsidy  roll.  32  Hen.  VIII.  §§.   (a.d.  1540-1).     Camera  and 
hopic.  dni  Regis,  prima  soluc  solvend  ad  Receptam  Scaccarij  domini 
R.  quarto  die  Feb.,  ^2  Hen:  VIII."     Among  those  assessed  is — 
"  John  Gwylmyn     .     .     .     lxvjs.  viijd." 

'■'■Subsidy  roll  King's  Household,    §£.     34-35    Hen.    VIII.    (A.D. 
1542-4)."     Among  those  assessed  is — 

"  Johes  Guyllmyn  in  bonis  clx11     .     .     cvis.  viijd." 


"  Harleian  MSS.,"  No.  1504,  fo.  50  back, 
British  Museu  m . 


GUYLEMYN. 


This   Coate  and   Creste 

were  confirmed   by 

Patent  to  Jo.  Guylemyne 

ais  Gulemyn  of  Anglesea 

in  Wales 

Ao.  primo  Mariae. 

He  being  then  her  Gent. 

Harbenger. 


Axxe  da.  of= 
Ux.  i° 


:JOHN  GUYLEMYN   ofc 

London.     Ma.  3 

Ellen  da.  of 

Chatfield 


1 

Axxe  ma.  to 

Rich. 

Warren. 


SUZAN  da.  of  ...  .    HORNEBOLT 
of  Gaunt  in  Ffiaunders 

UX   2° 


Henry  Guylemyn=pIsabel  da.  of 


of  Twicknhm. 


Thos.  West. 


John  Guylemyn 
i  Son  aged  8.     A0  1579 


1 

Anne  ma. 

Rich.  Waver 

ais  Over  of 

Coventrie. 


Suzana. 
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"  Subsidy  roll.     f£.     Hospitium  R.  34-5  Hen.  VIII.  (a.d.  1542-4). 
Rychard  gylmyn  in  wages    .     .     .     xviij1*  vs.     .     .     .     xviij8.  iijd." 

This  no  doubt  was  Richard  Gylmyn,  yeoman  of  the  guard. 

"  Subsidy  roll.  King's  Household.  f§.  34-35  Hen.  VIII."  Under 
heading,  "Aula  et  Camera" — 

"Johes  Guylmyn  in  bonis     .     .     .     clix11    .     .     .    cvK  viijd." 

The  same  roll,  under  heading — 

"  Pensionarii  Jwspicii." 
"  Thorns  Guylman  in  vad     .     .     .     jx11  ijd  vj<l.     .     .     .     iijs." 

The  only  mention  in  any  Record  of  this  period  of  a  Thomas 
Guylman. 

John  Guylmyn  died  between  Oct.  8,  1557,  and  June  18,  1558.  The 
exact  date  and  place  of  burial  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, but  in  all  probability  he  was  buried  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Richmond,*  to  the  "high  aulter"  of  which  he  left  xs.  It  was  a  few 
months  after  the  death  of  his  second  wife's  mistress,  Anne  of  Cleves. 

His  only  son,  Henry,  afterwards  lived  at  Twickenham,  near 
Richmond,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  Parish  Register 
of  Twickenham  Church,  of  which  he  was  Churchwarden,  contains 
this  entry  "  de  1569  yc  church  Wardyng  M'  Gylmyn,  John  grate, 
Clemet  basford." 

By  the  pedigree  of  John  Guylmyn, f  given  in  "  Vincent's  Hertford- 
shire," it  will  be  observed  that  Henry  Gilman  had  two  children,  "John 
sonne  andheire  age  8  in  the  year  1579  and  Susan."  A  similar  pedigree 
and  coat  of  arms  are  given  in  the  "  Harl.  MSS."  1504  on  the  back  of 
fo.  50,  British  Museum,  being  the  "Visitation  of  Hertfordshire"  in  1572 
(see  opposite  page).  This  Visitation,  though  commenced  in  1572,  and 
commonly  called  the  Visitation  of  that  year,  was  probably  not  finished 
till  1579,  and  the  particulars  of  John  Guylemin's  pedigree  were  probably 

*  The  Registers  of  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Richmond,  Surrey,  only 
commence  in  the  year  1582. 
t  See  opposite  page  32. 
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written  in  that  year  on  the  back  of  folio   50,  according  to  the  date 
thereon.* 

The  following  entry  of  Susan's  baptism  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Parish  Register  of  Twickenham  : — "  Susana  Gylman  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Gylman  was  baptised  the  xith  of  June  anno  1570." 

The  entry  of  the  baptism  of  John  has  not  been  found  in  the 
Parish  Register  of  Twickenham,  or  it  would  have  cleared  up  any 
doubt  about  the  date  of  his  birth. f  It  is  probable  that  he  was  born  in 
the  house  of  his  mother's  family,  the  Wests,  and  baptised  in  their 
parish,  which,  judging  from  his  pedigree  by  Vincent  in  his  Hcrtfordsliire 
book,  was  most  likely  in  that  county. 

In  1582  Henry  was  still  living  at  Twickenham,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  will  of  his  cousin  Henrye  Gilmin,  of  Stepney,  made  in  the 
March  of  that  year,  in  which  he  left  to  his  "  cosen  Henrie  Gylman 
gentleman  dwelling  in  Twickenham  besydes  Richmounte,  twentie 
poundes,  which  twentie  poundes  I  doe  gyve  him  in  full  satisfaction 
and  recompence  of  a  debt  of  twentie  poundes  wch  he  claymeth  I  doe 
owe  unto  him  "  (see  page  52*). 

Henry  Gilman,  of  Twickenham,  died  in  1593,  as  appears  from  the 
entry  in  the  Register  of  that  Parish  Church,  wherein  he  was  buried 
on  Feb.  22  of  that  year.  His  daughter  Susan,  one  year  afterwards  or 
on  Jan.  13,  1594,  was  married  in  the  same  church  to  George  Watkins, 

*  Similar  pedigrees  are  to  be  found  in  copies  of  the  "Visitation  of  Hertfordshire"  in  1572, 
given  in  the  "Harl.  MSS."  1433,  fo.  15,  Brit.  Mus.,  also  in  No.  1546,  fo.  38,  and  No.  6147,  fo. 
38.  In  all  these  pedigrees  it  says  that  "  John  the  son  and  heir  "  of  Henry  Gilman  of  Twickenham 
"  is  8  years  old  "  -without  mentioning  any  year  when  he  was  that  age  :  it  would  naturally,  there- 
fore, be  assumed  that  he  was  8  years  old  in  1572,  when  the  Visitation  was  made  or  commenced, 
but  this  does  not  agree  with  the  particulars  given  in  "Vincent's  Hertfordshire  "  and  in  "Harl. 
MS."  1504,  fo.  50  back,  which  says  definitely  he  was  "  8  years  old  in  1579."  As  John  is  believed 
to  be  the  original  ancestor  of  the  Irish  Gillmans  (see  Chapter  V.),  the  exact  date  as  giving  the  year 
of  his  birth  is  of  some  importance.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  this  pedigree  was  an  additional 
one,  made  in  the  year  1579,  and  entered  afterwards  into  the  Visitation  of  1572.  The  editor  of  the 
Harleian  Society's  printed  edition  of  the  "  Hertfordshire  Visitation  of  1572  "  is  evidently  also  of  the 
same  opinion,  for  he  omits  this  pedigree  altogether  from  his  publication.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
copy  of  the  "Middlesex  Visitation"  in  the  "Harl.  MS."  1551,  fo.  6,  there  is  a  pedigree  similar 
to  the  foregoing,  in  which  it  says  "John  8  years  old  1572,"  but  this  copy  also  contains  the  date 
of  1593  against  his  father,  Henry  Gilman  of  Twickenham  (that  being  the  year  in  which  he  died), 
showing  this  MS.  must  have  been  a  later  copy,  made  at  least  21  years  afterwards.  This  pedigree 
was,  in  all  probability,  transcribed  from  the  "  Herts  Visitation  "  ("  Harl.  MS."  1546,  fo.  38  version), 
and  the  copyist  must  have  assumed  that  "  8  years  old"  meant  "8  years  old  in  1572,"  the  date 
when  the  Visitation  was  commenced,  and  therefore  inserted  that  date  on  his  own  responsibility. 

t  See  foregoing  note. 
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Gent.     This  is  the  last  entry  of  Gilmans  to  be  found  in  the  Parish 
Registers  of  Twickenham. 

Though  an  extensive  and  careful  search  has  been  made,  the  will 
of  Henry  Gylman  has  not  been  found.  The  ancient  wills  of  the 
Twickenham  district  and  the  indexes,  prior  to  1660,  were  all  destroyed 
in  a  fire  at  the  Registry.  No  doubt  Henry  Gilman's  will  was 
destroyed  therein,  so  we  know  not  what  became  of  the  "  standing 
cuppe  of  silver  wl  a  cover  all  gilte  and  twoo  pottes  of  silver  all  gilte 
w*  covers  waying  all  togithers  fiftie  ounces  or  ther  aboute,"  which 
had  been  given  him  by  his  Godfather,  King  Henry  VIII. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  John  Gilman  (the  only  son  of 
Henry  Gilman)  went  to  Ireland  with  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and,  settling 
near  Cork,  founded  the  Irish  Branch  of  the  family.  For  evidence  in 
proof  of  this,  see  Chapter  V.,  "  Gillmans  of  Ireland." 

On  the  preceding  page  will  be  found  the  coat  of  Arms  confirmed 
to  Henry  Gilman  in  1584,  as  it  appears  in  Cook's  Grants,  College  of 
Arms,  F.  13. 

A  comparison  of  this  coat  of  arms  and  crest  with  those  borne  by 
the  Glyn  or  Glynne  family  shows  a  remarkable  resemblance  in  both, 
as  already  pointed  out  on  page  6. 

The  crest  of  the  two  families  is  identically  the  same,  viz.,  on  a 
wreath,  an  eagle's  head,  erased  sable,  in  the  beak  a  brand  ragule, 
sable,  fired  proper.  (See  the  coat  of  arms  in  "  Burke's  Peerage  and 
Baronetage,"  or  other  Heraldic  works,  of  the  late  Sir  Stephen  Glynne, 
Bart.,  of  Hawarden  Castle,  Flintshire,  and  of  Sir  George  Glyn,  Bart., 
of  Ewell,  Surrey). 

In  the  shields  there  is  slight  difference  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
charges  ;  the  Glyns  bearing  the  man's  leg,  couped  a  la  cuisse,  sable, 
on  an  escutcheon  of  pretence,  instead  of  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the  shield 
as  borne  by  the  Gilmans,  whilst  both  families  bear,  Argent,  an  eagle 
displayed,  with  two  heads,  sable,  and  Argent,  three  ragged  staffs,  or 
brands,  fired  proper,  gules.  The  only  difference  being  that  the  Gilmans, 
in  consequence  of  the  man's  leg  being  placed  in  the    1st  quarter, 
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bear  the  displayed  two-headed  eagle  in  the  2nd  quarter,  in  the  place 
of  one  of  the  charges  of  the  three  burning  brands. 

As  pointed  out  in  Chapter  II.,  this  close  resemblance  arises  from 
both  families  being  descendants  of  Gilmin  Troed-dhu,  and  therefore 
they  both  bear  the  arms  of  that  ancient  ancestor,  or,  more  correctly, 
those  of  the  tribe  he  founded,  namely,  the  Fourth  Noble  Tribe  of 
Wales.* 

The  arms  in  the  4th  quarter  of  Henry  Gilman's  escutcheon  are 
no  doubt  those  of  the  Hornebolts  of  Ghent,  his  mother's  family. 

On  referring  to  the  pedigree  of  John  Gilman,  given  on  page  26, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  had  a  brother,  described  as  Richard  Gilman  of 
Bristow.  In  the  pedigree  below  another  version  of  that  before 
printed,  and  found  in  the  "  Harleian  MSS  ,"  5532,  fo.  123,  in  the 
British  Museum,  gives  the  reading  as  of  Bristol ;  Bristow  or  Bristovva 
being  the  ancient  name  for  Bristol. 

Of  Richard  Gilman  of  Bristol  we  have  but  few  particulars,  and  no 
will  of  his  has  been  discovered.  A  search,  however,  in  the  "  Coram 
Rege  Roll "  or  Crown  Plea  Rolls  of  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  yielded 
the  following  important  particulars  concerning  him  : — 

"  Coram  Rege  Roll,  No.  20.  Mich.  5  Edw:  VI. 
"Indent.  1  June  5  Edw:  VI.  (1 55 1)  between  Henry  Guylman  of 
Conston,  C°.  Leicester,  gent.,  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Guylman,  late 
of  Boston,  C°.  Lincoln,  and  Anne  his  wife,  decd.,  daughter  and  sole 
heir  of  one  John  Chaucer,  also  dec'1.,  of  the  one  part  and  Nicholas 
Berry  of  Aswell,  C°.  Rutland,  Yeoman,  by  which  the  former  sell  for 
£260.  6.  8.  a  capital  Messuage  in  Bottylsforth,  with  the  appur?s, 
C°.  Leic:  and  all  these  lands  in  Bottylsforth  aforesd.  Esthorpe  and 
Normaton  in  sd.  C°.  Leic." 

*  A  clever,  but  rather  carping  critic,  on  reading  page  6,  took  great  exception  to  the 
particulars  as  stated  therein,  and  to  the  coat  of  arms  given  by  Vincent,  the  Herald,  as  those  borne 
by  Kylmyn  Droed-du,  on  the  ground  that  coats  of  arms  were  not  known  earlier  than  the  twelfth 
century,  whereas  Kylmyn  or  Gylmyn  lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century.  But  it 
should  be  evident  to  every  educated  and  intelligent  reader  that  the  coat  of  arms  delineated  by 
Vincent  is  that  of  the  tribe  or  descendants  of  Kylmyn  and  not  in  all  probability  of  Kylmyn 
himself.  If  any  other  would-be  clever  critic  refers  to  "  Burke's  General  Armoury,"  page  lav.,  he 
will  there  find  the  same  coat  of  arms  given  by  Burke  as  borne  by  Cilmin  Troed-du,  meaning, 
of  course,  by  those  of  his  tribe.  In  the  company  of  Sir  Bernard  Burke  and  Vincent,  the  Herald, 
the  writer  is  satisfied  to  stand  or  fall. 
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From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Richard  Gilman  lived 
probably  after  leaving  Bristol  at  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln- 
shire. John  Chaucer,  the  father  of  his  wife,  Anne,  is  mentioned  in 
the  following  pedigree  in  the  Herald's  Visitation  of  Kent  : — 

DEPTFORD,    KENT,    GILMAN. 

British  Museum,  "  Harl.  (Add.)  MSS.,"  5532,  fo.   123,  year  1574. 
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Of  the  son,  Henry  Gilman  (cousin  of  Henry  Gilman  of  Twicken- 
ham) the  writer  has  discovered  several  interesting  records.  He  was 
appointed  in  June,  1567,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  Keeper  of  Her  Majesty's 
Storehouses  for  Navigation,  at  Deptford  Strand  (Deptford),  Chatham 
and  Portsmouth,  as  the  following  from  the  Patent  Roll  at  the  Record 
Office  testifies  : — 

Patent  Roll. 

9  Elizabeth,  Part  10,  June,  1567. 

"  Elizabeth  by  the  Grace  of  God  etc  To  all  men  Greting  Whereas 
our  wellbeloved  servant  Henry  Gylman  gent  holdeth  and  enjoyeth  at 
this  presente  thoffice  and  rome  of  Clerke  and  keper  of  all  manner 
Our  Store  and  Storehowses  and  of  the  Store  and  Storehowses  of 
us  Our  heyres  and  successores  at  Depforde  strande  Chatham 
Portsmouth  and  elsewhere  and  in  what  place  rode  or  coaste  soever 
any  of  Our  shippes  or  any  of  the  shippes  of  Our  heyres  and 
successores  shall  ride  be  or  remayne  for  thexercising  of  whiche 
Office  he  hathe  not  soe  large  allowance  as  his  predecessors  therein 
hath  had  know  ye  that  towards  the  paynes  travells  and  chardges 
of  bourde  wages  and  such  like  by  the  saide  Henrye  Gilman  to  be 
susteyned  and  borne  in  the  exercisinge  and  occupyeng  of  the  said 
Office  We  of  Our  grace  especyall  certen  knowledge  and  mere  mocon 
have  geven  and  graunted  And  by  these  presents  for  Us  Our  heyres 
and  successors  doe  geve  and  graunte  to  the  said  Henry  Gilman  the 
allowance  of  two  shillings  and  sixepence  of  lawfull  money  of  England 
by  the  daye  To  have  houlde  and  enjoye  the  said  allowance  of  two 
shillings  and  sixe  pence  by  the  daye  unto  the  said  Henry  Gilman 
from  the  feast  of  the  birthe  of  our  Lorde  laste  passed  before  the  date 
hereof  during  his  lief  to  be  had  pceyved  receaved  and  taken  unto  him 
and  his  assignes  of  the  Treasoure  of  us  our  heyres  and  successors  at 
the  Receipte  of  thexchequer  of  Us  Our  heyres  and  successors  by  the 
hands  of  the  Treasourer  and  Chamberlayne  of  us  our  heyres  and 
successors  there  for  the  tyme  being  at  the  feaste  of  Easter  the  Natyvytie 
of  Sainte  John  Baptist  Sainte  Michaell  thArchanngell  and  the  birthe 
of  our  Lorde  by  even  porcons  every  yeare  quarterly  to  be  paid  during 
the  lief  of  the  said  Henry  Gilman  as  is  aforesaid  Thoughe  expresse 


The  Gil  mans  of  London  and  Neighbourhood.  49 

mencion   etc.     In    witness  whereof  etc     Witness  our  Self  at  West- 
minster the  fyfth  day  of  June     By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal." 

Deptford  Dockyard  was  first  established  about  the  year  15 13,  and 
continued  to  be  a  building  yard  as  well  as  a  place  for  Naval  Stores 
until  1869,  when  it  was  closed  as  a  building  yard,  but  continued  as  a 
depot  for  Naval  Stores.  A  portion  of  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  the 
Foreign  Cattle  Market.  Within  the  refrigerating  room  in  that  Market 
is  to  be  found  a  beautiful  little  brick  window.  Mutilated,  alas  !  in 
many  of  its  details,  having  been  subjected  to  fire  among  other  things, 
nevertheless  the  carved  stones  beneath  have  fortunately  escaped 
damage.     The  inscription  runs  : — 

A"  X.     H   R.     1513 

(Anno  Christ i\  Henricus  Rex,  15 13. ) 

Pursuing  the  wise  naval  policy  which  was  bequeathed  to  him  by 
his  father,  Henry  VIII.  in  15 13  built  storehouses  in  various  places, 
Deptford,  Chatham  and  Portsmouth  among  the  number.  A  grant, 
dated  Jan.  12,  15 14,  appoints  John  Hopton,  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Chamber,  as  keeper  of  the  "  King's  new  storehouses "  at  Erith  and 
Deptford,  for  supplying  the  King's  ships. 

John  Hopton,  the  first  storekeeper,  held  office  until  1523,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  William  Gonson.  It  is  curious  to  note  that  in  July, 
1526,  Ann,  widow  of  John  Hopton,  "  late  comptroller  of  the  navy  and 
keeper  of  the  newly  built  storehouses  at  Ereth  and  Depford  and  of  the 
storehouse  at  Portesmouth,"  has  to  obtain  pardon  and  release  for 
complicity  in  certain  evil  deeds  of  her  late  husband.  Both  Gonson 
and  Hopton  were  valued  public  servants,  and  their  names  are 
constantly  to  be  met  with  in  papers  referring  to  naval  matters. 
Gonson  was  originally  a  merchant  and  large  shipowner — curiously 
enough,  naming  his  vessels  after  members  of  his  family — Mary, 
Nicholas,  Vincent,  &c,  Gonson.  In  15 13  he  commanded  the 
Katherine  Forlileza,  a  royal  ship  of  700  tons.  Ten  years  later  he 
succeeded  Hopton  as  keeper  of  the  storehouses  at  Erith  and  Deptford. 
In  1527  he  became  a  Teller  of  the  Exchequer.  In  1529  he  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  Admiral,   and   commanded  his   own   ship,  the  Mary 
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Gonson.  The  following  year  Gonson  received  the  grant  in  tail  male 
of  the  reversion  of  the  Manor  of  Frutewell,  alias  Fritwell,  in  Oxon, 
and,  like  his  predecessor,  found  it  needful  also  to  obtain  pardon  and 
release  for  all  matters  prior  to  Dec.  30  in  the  seventeenth  year  of 
King  Henry  VIII.  This  pardon  is  curious,  for  Gonson  is  described  as 
"  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Chamber,  alias  of  Depfordestrond,  Kent, 
merchant,  alias  purveyor  of  stores  therein."  The  last  appointment 
held  by  Gonson  was  that  of  Treasurer  of  Marine  Causes.  To  him 
succeeded  Thomas  Morley,  who  was  followed  by  his  son-in-law,* 
Henry  Gilman,  as  Keeper  and  Clerk  of  the  Stores,  in  1567  or  about 
50  years  after  the  Dockyard  was  established. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  as  termed  in  the  present  day,  but 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  called  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
consisted  then  of  the  Vice-Admiral  of  England,  the  Master  of  the 
Ordnance,  the  Surveyor  of  the  Marine  Causes,  the  Treasurer,  Comp- 
troller, General  Surveyor  of  the  Victualling,  Clerk  of  the  Ships,  and 
Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Stores.  The  duties  of  this  latter  office,  held  by 
Henry  Gilman,  appear  to  have  been  not  only  that  of  Keeper  of  the 
Stores,  but  also  the  more  responsible  one  of  purchasing  all  the  stores 
and  materials  required  for  the  Navy,  and  the  sale  of  the  old  and 
disused  stores,  &c.  This  position  in  the  Admiralty  in  1869,  called  the 
Store-keeper  General,  was  abolished  by  Mr.  Childers  and  the  duty 
given  to  another  officer,  the  Superintendent  of  Contracts.  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Admiralty  officials  all  resided  at  Deptford  and  thither,  it 
will  be  remembered,  went  the  Queen  in  1580  to  confer  the  honour  of 
knighthood  on  Sir  Francis  Drake.  Of  the  other  dockyards  in  which 
Henry  Gilman  had  specially  the  charge  of  the  stores,  Chatham  was 
founded  by  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Portsmouth  by  Henry  VII.,  but  was  not 
regularly  established  till  1540.  The  officers  of  the  Admiralty  in  these 
times  were  not  paid  greatly  in  salaries.  The  Lord  High  Admiral  till  the 
time  of  George  II.,  only  received  300  marks  or  ^200  per  annum,  but 
they  had  various  fees,  emoluments  and  perquisites,  "  flotsam,  jetsam, 
ligan,  treasure,  deodands,  derelicts,  all  goods  picked  up  at  sea ;  all 
fines,  forfeitures,  ransoms,  recognisances  and  pecuniary  punishments ; 

*  See  pedigree  on  page  26. 


The  Gilmans  of  London  and  Neighbourhood.  5 1 


all  sturgeons,  whales,  porpoises,  dolphins  and  grampuses,"  &c,  &c, 
"  all  ships  and  goods  of  the  enemy  coming  into  creek,  road  or  port  by 
stress  of  weather,  mistake  or  ignorance  of  the  war,  all  ships  seized 
at  sea,  salvage,  &c,  cast  ships  and  all  decayed  and  unserviceable 
stores,  &c." 

The  connection  which  existed  between  the  Guild  of  the  Trinity 
and  the  Deptford  storehouse,  deserves  special  attention.  Almost 
immediately  after  the  foundation  and  establishment  of  the  Deptford 
Dockyard  and  Storehouse  — namely,  in  1520,  the  superintendence 
thereof  was  placed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Guild.  Readers 
hardly  need  to  be  reminded  that  this  Guild,  the  full  title  of  which  is 
"The  Guild  Fraternity  and  Brotherhood  of  the  Most  Glorious  and 
Undivided  Trinity  and  of  Saint  Clement  in  the  parish  of  Deptford 
Strond,  in  the  County  of  Kent,"  survives  to  the  present  day  in  the 
Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  an  institution  to  whose  members  is 
entrusted  the  management  of  some  of  the  most  important  interests  of 
the  seamen  and  shipping  of  England,  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys,  &c,  and  all  matters  connected  with  the 
safe  navigation  of  English  waters.  That  Hopton,  Gonson  and  Gilman 
were  all  members  of  the  Guild  and  royal  pilots  may  well  be  assumed, 
and  to  be  a  royal  pilot  was  then,  as  now,  a  privilege  of  the  brethren 
of  the  Guild.  The  superintendence  of  the  stores,  &c,  at  Deptford, 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Trinity  House,  it  is  most  reasonable, 
therefore,  to  expect  to  find  the  Storekeepers  members  of  that  fraternity. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  fires  in  1666  and  17 14,  documentary  evidence 
on  this  point  is  lacking. 

There  is  a  sand  or  shoal  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  off  the  north 
coast  of  Kent,  called  the  "  Gilman  sand,"  marked  on  all  charts  and 
now  distinguished  by  the  Trinity  House  by  two  buoys  with  the  name 
East  Gilman  and  North  Gilman  painted  on  them. 

It  is  quite  reasonable  to  conjecture  that  this  sand  was  named 
after  Henry  Gilman,  the  Keeper  of  Her  Majesty's  Storehouses  for 
Navigation  at  Deptford,  Chatham  and  Portsmouth,  and  Member  of 
the  Guild  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Deptford  Stronde,  or  the  Corporation 
of  Trinity  House. 
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Henry  Gilman  was  evidently  residing  at  Deptford,  Kent,  when 
the  Herald's  Visitation  in  that  county  took  place,  in  1574,  as  shown 
in  Philip  24,  41,  in  the  College  of  Arms. 

"VISITATION   OF   KENT,"   i574. 

Coll.  Arms,  Philp.  24-41. 
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Surmounting  the  above  pedigree  in  the  Herald's  book  is  the 
coat  of  arms  and  crest,  as  given  on  the  right  hand  of  the  opposite 
plate,  marked  "Philip  24,  41,"  whilst  a  similar  pedigree  printed  on 
page  26,  also  from  a  "Herald's  Visitation  of  Kent"  in  1574,  now  in  the 
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College  of  Arms,  London,  in  a  book  marked  "  H2,"  on  folio  158,  there 
is  on  the  top  thereof  the  coat  of  arms  and  crest  as  delineated  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  same  plate,  and  in  the  corner  of  the  same  pedigree 
(H2,  158)  is  drawn  the  crest,  similar  to  that  surmounting  the  first 
mentioned  coat  of  arms,  with  the  words  written  underneath,  "This  is 
ye  crest  in  R.G." 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  Henry  Gilman  was  granted  by 
the  Heralds  the  right  to  bear  two  different  crests. 

The  crest  in  "  Philip  24,41,"  being  a  man's  right  arm  holding  a  dart 
or  spear,  to  which  is  attached  a  long  band  or  strap,  no  doubt  intended 
to  represent  the  special  weapon  employed  by  the  ancient  Britons, 
a  spear,  at  the  end  of  the  shaft  of  which  was  fixed  a  long  strip  of  hide, 
enabling'  them  to  throw  the  weapon  by  a  special  jerk  thereof,  or  to 
recover  the  spear  when  it  had  been  thrown.  This  crest  was  apparently 
used  in  token  of  the  British  descent  of  the  Gylmyns,  and  was  the 
same  as  that  borne  by  the  Gilmans  of  Bedfordshire  and  afterwards 
of  London  in  1634  (see  page  201). 

The  other  crest  is  a  demi  lion  rampant  or,  issuing  from  a  cap  of 
maintenance,  gules. 

The  Cap  of  Dignity  or  Maintenance,  called  by  the  French  the 
cliapeau,  was  worn  formerly  by  all  the  Nobility.  It  took  its  name  of 
maintenance  from  a  cap  which  Julius  II.  sent  with  a  sword  to  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  token  of  his  appreciation  of  the  King's  book  against 
Martin  Luther  in  maintenance  of  the  Faith,  and  the  right  to  bear  the 
same  was  specially  granted  by  the  King  to  certain  English  families  of 
note. 

This  crest  was  also  borne  by  the  Norfolk  Gilmans  (see  Chapter 
IX.,  page  150). 

The  charges  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  quarters  of  Henry  Gilman's  shield 
are  probably  the  arms  of  his  grandfather,  John  Chaucer,  and  great 
grandfather,  Sir  Walter  Payn,  Knight,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
through  his  mother  and  maternal  grandmother,  being  their  respective 
heiresses,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  pedigree. 
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In  the  year  1582  Henry  Gilman  was  living  in  Poplar  in  the 
parish  of  Stepney,  where  he  made  his  will  and  where  he  died  in  the 
following  year.     His  will  commences — 

"  I  Henrye  Gilman  gentleman  dwellinge  in  Poplar  in  the  Parishe 
of  Stebunheathe  (Stepney)  in  the  County  of  Middlesex."  The  will  is 
dated  "  The  fourtenthe  daye  of  Marche  in  the  year  of  our  Lorde  God 
(after  the  course  and  computation  of  the  Churche  of  Englande)  one 
thousand  fyve  hundred  eightie  twoe  and  in  the  fyve  and  twenthie 
yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Ladye  Elizabeth  by  the  Grace 
of  God  Queene  of  Englande  Fraunce  and  Irelande  Defender  of  the 
Faithe  etc  Firste  I  commende  my  Soule  to  Allmightie  god  and  my 
bodye  to  be  buried  in  the  Chauncell  of  the  prishe  Church  of  Stebun- 
heath  (.Stepney)." 

There  is  an  entry  in  the  Register  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St. 
Dunstan,  Stepney,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  in  the  year  1583  :■ — 

"  M.  Harry  Gilman  was  buried  the  second  of  Aprill." 

There  is  no  monument  to  be  found  in  the  Church. 

The  whole  of  the  will  of  this  Henry  Gilman  is  so  characteristic 
and  of  so  much  interest  that  it  is  worthy  of  being  printed  in  full : — 

"  Whereas  heretofore  I  have  gyven  to  my  wel  beloved  wief 
Jane  Gillman  three  hundreth  poundes  in  monney  and  tenne  poundes 
Annuytye  duringe  my  naturall  lief  to  be  paide  out  of  my  Coffer 
together  with  other  moveables  as  appeareth  more  at  large  by  an 
Indenture  of  Covenauntes  Nowe  I  am  further  contented  and  doe 
bequeathe  unto  her  one  hundredth  poundes  more  And  alsoe  I  doe 
gyve  her  my  best  guilte  salte  and  sixe  guilte  spoones  my  best  guilte 
standing  Cuppe  twoe  paire  of  my  fynest  sheetes  of  open  worke  and 
fower  pillow  beres  to  the  same  Item  I  gyve  unto  my  saide  wief  my 
tablett  of  golde  with  her  picture  in  yt  and  I  gyve  unto  her  all  such 
hangyngs  of  course  tapestrye  as  I  broughte  to  Poplar  and  the  feather 
bedd  boulsters  blanketts  coverlets  pillows  ruggs  and  all  other  thinges 
belonginge  to  the  same  bedd  whiche  I  have  now  remayninge  and 
being  in  my  sayd  howse  wherein  I  nowe  dwell  in  Poplar  afore  said 
And  also  I  gyve  to  the  same  Jane  my  wief  my  black  nagge  that  nowe 
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remayneth  at  Stansted  in  Mr.  Balsshes  pastures  uppon  condicion  that 
my  saied  wief  at  the  receipte  of  theise  legacies  afore  saide  which  I 
have  gyven  unto  her  whiche  I  will  shal  be  within  one  yeare  after  my 
deceasse  doe  make  a  sufficient  releasse  as  well  of  the  saide  Annuytie 
of  tenne  poundes  as  alsoe  of  all  other  Covenauntes  Actions  and 
demaundes  whatsoever  from  the  begynninge  of  the  Worlde  to  the  daie 
of  my  deathe  whiche  saide  Release  shall  be  made  to  myne  heyres 
executors  or  assignes  Item  I  gyve  and  bequeathe  to  Richarde  Gillman 
myne  eldest  sonne  twoe  hundreth  poundes  currant  monney  of  England 
and  my  chayne  of  gold  of  the  value  of  one  hundreth  poundes  or  there- 
abouts Item  I  gyve  unto  Edvvarde  Gilman  my  youngest  sonne  to  be 
paide  unto  him  within  one  yeare  after  my  decease  One  hundrethe 
poundes  currant  monye  of  England  And  I  gyve  and  bequeathe  also 
to  the  same  Edwarde  my  sonne  my  Armo1'  of  proofe  with  all  the 
furniture  that  doeth  belonge  to  the  same  whiche  I  had  of  Mr  Rowlande 
And  I  gyve  unto  him  my  grograine  cloke  of  silk  with  fyve  gardes  of 
velvett  my  velvett  hose  my  seconde  blacke  satten  dublett  a  paire  of 
blacke  nether  stockes  and  my  white  rapier  and  dagger  Item  I  gyve 
and  bequeathe  unto  Ursula  Gylman  my  daughter  one  hundreth  and 
fyftie  poundes  And  to  Dorathie  Gylman  my  daughter  one  hundreth 
and  fyftye  poundes  currante  monneye  of  Englande  to  be  paide  to  my 
saide  daughters  at  the  daye  of  their  marriage  or  at  theire  severall  ages 
of  one  and  twentye  yeares  yf  theie  lyve  soe  longe  And  if  it  fortune 
eyther  of  my  sayde  daughters  to  departe  this  mortall  lyfe  before  she 
shall  attayne  and  comme  to  her  saide  age  of  one  and  twentie  yeares 
or  marriage  Then  I  will  the  parte  and  portion  of  one  hundreth  and 
fyftie  poundes  given  unto  her  by  this  my  laste  will  and  Testament  to 
my  fore  sayde  twoe  Sonnes  Richard  Gilman  and  Edward  Gilman 
equallye  and  indifferentlye  to  be  devided  betwene  my  saide  twoe 
sonnes  parte  and  parte  lyke  and  yf  yt  fortune  bothe  my  saide  daughters 
to  departe  this  mortall  worlde  before  theie  shall  attayne  and  comme  to 
theire  said  severall  ages  of  one  and  twentie  yeares  or  marriages  as  is 
afore  saide  Then  I  will  and  my  mynde  is  that  the  saide  Richard 
Gilman  my  sonne  shall  have  the  one  hundreth  and  fyftye  poundes  due 
to  my  saide  daughter  so  laste  dyinge  to  his  owne  propre  use  for  ever 
Item  I  will  that  my  wief  shall  have  the  education  of  my  saide  twoe 
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daughters  (if  yt  please  her  so  to  accepte  of  it)  and  that  she  shall  have 
fyftene  poundes  yerly  for  either  of  theme  for  theire  education  whiche 
fyftene  poundes  shal  be  paide  half  yerelye  by  even  portions  by  myne 
Executor  Item  I  doe  will  and  appointe  that  for  the  paymente  of 
thirtye  poundes  yerelye  for  the  fyndinge  of  my  saide  Tvvoe  daughters 
that  myne  Executor  shall  delyv  within  one  yeare  nexte  after  my  deathe 
three  hundreth  poundes  currant  moneye  of  Englande  unto  suche 
sufficient  mens  handes  as  myne  Over  seers  or  the  survivor  of  theme 
shall  appoynte  and  nominate  declaringe  theire  consente  under  theire 
handes  wrytinge  takinge  good  bondes  or  assurance  for  the  repaymente 
thereof  whiche  bondes  and  assurance  I  will  and  my  mynde  is  shall 
be  to  myne  Executor  made  and  shall  reserve  yerelye  tenne  poundes 
intereste  uppon  every  hundreth  poundes  whiche  reservation  of  Tenne 
poundes  uppon  everye  hundreth  poundes  shal  be  ymployed  yearelye 
for  the  fyndinge  of  my  saide  twoe  daughters  Provided  allwaies  that 
yf  myne  Executor  do  not  obaye  this  my  laste  Will  for  my  daughters 
portions  Then  I  appoynte  and  desier  the  Overseers  by  me  named 
in  this  my  laste  Will  to  nominate  sufficient  men  according  to 
theire  discression  or  the  discression  of  the  survivor  of  theme  that 
will  hier  the  said  three  hundreth  poundes  being  my  daughters 
portions  unto  the  Mr  of  the  Rolls  for  the  tyme  beinge  to  the 
ende  and  entente  my  saide  Executor  shal  be  by  order  of  the 
right  honourable  Courte  of  Chauncery  compelled  to  performe  this 
my  devise  for  the  behoffe  of  my  saide  twoe  daughters  Item  I  doe 
clerelye  releasse  and  forgyve  William  Warren  my  sonne  in  lawe  fyftie 
poundes  wherein  he  is  indebted  unto  me  And  I  gyve  unto  my 
daughter  Joyce  wief  of  the  saide  William  Warren  fourtye  poundes 
currante  monney  of  Englande  to  be  paide  unto  her  within  one  yeare 
and  a  day  after  my  decease  And  I  doe  geve  and  bequeathe  to  the 
saide  William  Warren  my  sonne  in  lawe  my  perfumed  fustian  dublett 
with  a  silver  lace  uppon  the  same  my  buff  Jerkyne  with  the  silver 
tagged  points  my  blewe  velvet  hose  the  neather  stockes  of  blewe  and 
my  chamblet  gowne  furred  withe  fox  Item  I  doe  gyve  and  bequeathe 
to  Jane  Hooker  my  daughters  daughter  fouertie  poundes  currant 
money  of  England  And  to  Joan  Hooker  her  sister  other  fourtie 
poundes  of  like  money     And  I  doe  clerelye  release  and  forgive  John 
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Hooker  my  sonne  in  lawe  the  whole  debte  which  he  dothe  owe  unto 
me  Item  I  doe  give  unto  my  cosen  Henrie  Gylman  gentleman 
dwellinge  in  Twickenham  besydes  Richemounte  twentie  pounds 
whiche  twentie  poundes  I  doe  gyve  him  in  full  satisfaction  and 
recompence  of  a  debt  of  twentie  poundes  wch  he  claymethe  I  doe 
owe  unto  him  Item  I  doe  geve  to  Sr  William  Winter  Knight  a 
ringe  of  goulde  of  the  value  of  fortye  shillings  and  my  dammask 
gowne  Item  I  gyve  to  M1'  John  Hawkins  a  ringe  of  like  value  and 
one  ringe  of  the  valewe  of  twentie  shillinges  to  his  wief  Item  I 
gyve  to  Mr  William  Holstock  a  ringe  of  goulde  of  the  value  of 
fortye  shillings  and  one  ringe  of  twentie  shillinges  to  his  wiffe  Item 
I  gyve  to  Mr  Edward  Balsshe  one  ring  of  gould  of  the  value  of  fortye 
shillinges  And  one  of  twentie  shillinges  to  his  wief  Item  I  doe  gyve 
and  bequeathe  unto  Xpofer  Baker*  one  ringe  of  goulde  of  the  value  of 
forty  shillings  And  to  Mr  John  Matthewe  a  ringe  of  gould  of  the 
value  of  fortye  shillinge  Item  I  doe  gyve  unto  my  good  Frende 
Mr  Pynner  Clerk  Comptroller  to  the  Queenes  Maiestie  my  brooche  of 
goulde  and  two  Calivers  withe  theire  furniture  as  a  token  of  my  good 
will  at  my  laste  farewell  in  God  Item  I  doe  gyve  unto  my  lovinge 
freende  M1'  Henrye  Phillippes  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Queenes 
Maiesties  kytchen  my  best  newe  Spannishe  sadle  with  all  the  furni- 
ture to  the  same  as  a  token  of  good  will  for  my  laste  farewell  in  God 
Item  I  doe  gyve  unto  Thomas  Russell  my  servaunt  a  white  Canvas 
dublett  and  a  paire  of  blacke  Venetians  garded  withe  velvett  of  myne 
And  I  doe  gyve  unto  Anthony  Frauncis  my  servaunte  my  rounde  hose 
of  black  clothe  payned  lyned  withe  taffita  and  my  bootes  Item  I  doe 
gyve  and  bequeathe  to  fortye  poore  people  of  the  prish  of  Stebuneth 
afore  sayde  where  I  nowe  dwell  fortye  shillinges  to  be  distributed  at 
the  discression  of  myne  Executor  The  rest  and  residue  of  all  and 
singuler  my  readye  monney  plates  goodds  leases  chattells  and  house 
houlde  stuffe  whatsoever  yt  be  my  debtes  and  legacies  paide  and 
performed  I  doe  gyve  and  bequeathe  to  Rycharde  Gyllman  my  eldest 
sonne  for  the  performaunce  of  this  my  last  Will  And  I  constitute  and 
make  him  the  saide  Richarde  my  sonne  my  sole  and  onelye  Executor 

*  Christopher  Baker  succeeded  Henry  Gilman,  by  grant,  after  his  death  or  resignation,  as 
"Keeper  of  Her  Majesty's  Store  Houses  for  Navigation,"  at  Deptford. 
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of  this  my  last  Will  And  I  ordaine  and  make  my  wel  beloved  frendes 
the  fore  saide  Sr  William  Winter  Knight  and  Mr  John  Mathewe 
Over  seers  of  this  my  laste  Will  desyringe  theme  moste  hartelye  to 
take  some  paynes  to  see  the  same  in  all  things  performed  accordinge 
to  the  creditt  I  have  allwayes  hadd  in  theme. 

Henry  Gillman.  (sic). 
Theise  beinge  witnesses — 

"  John  Brewster  and  Tho.  Wrightson  Scr — 

"W.  Wynter — Jo.  Mathewe." 

This  will  was  proved  by  Richard  Gilman,  June  26th,  1583. 

The  following  relations  are  mentioned  in  Henry  Gillman's  will, 
the  names  being  spelt  as  given  : — His  "  wief,  Jane  Gillman,"  eldest 
"  sonne  Richarde  Gillman,"  youngest  "  sonne  Edwarde  Gilman," 
daughters  "Ursula  Gylman"  and  "Dorathie  Gylman,"  "Joyce,"  wife 
of  William  Warren,  his  "cosen  Henrie  Gylman  gentleman  dwellinge 
in  Twickenham  besydes  Richemounte,"  who  was  undoubtedly  the  son 
of  John  Guylmyn  the  "  gentilman  harbinger  "  to  Queen  Mary  and  the 
Godson  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

"John  Guylmyn  gent,  harbinger"  speaks  in  his  will,  dated  Oct., 

1557,    of    his    "  nevew    Henry    Guylmyn    of  in    the    Countie    of 

Leicester  gent,"*  and  in  the  "Coram  Rege  Roll"  of  5  Edward  VI.  (155  i), 
Henry  is  described  as  living  at  Conston  in  the  County  of  Leicestershir 
(see  page  46),  where,  no  doubt,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  his  first 
wife,  "  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Staresmore,  of  County  of  Leicester," 
as  mentioned  in  the  Kent  Heralds  pedigree  of  1574  (seepages  47  and  52). 

In  the  pedigree  of  the  Staresmore  family,  given  in  the  "  Visitation 
of  Leicestershire"  in  the  Harl.  MS.  in  the  British  Museum,  it  is  stated 
that  Jane  Staresmore,  daughter  of  John  Staresmore,  married  "  Henry 
Gilman  of  St.  Albans,"  where  probably  he  resided  before  he  went  to 
Leicestershire. 

It  will  be  seen  hereafter,  in  Chapter  VL,  that  Richard  Gilman, 
the  eldest  son  of  Henry,  his  brother  Edward  or  Edmond  and  sister 

*  See  page  31. 
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Dorathie,  lived  at  St.  Albans  after  the  death  of  their  father.  In 
Chapter  VI.  will  also  be  found  further  particulars  concerning  the 
children  and  descendants  of  Henry  Gilman  of  Deptford. 

The  history  of  the  Gillmans  through  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII., 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  has  so  far  now  been  told  from  information  solely 
gathered  from  ancient  documents,  not  one  of  which  was  known  to  any 
member  of  the  family  previous  to  the  searches  of  the  present  writer. 

Through  the  most  momentous  period  of  English  History,  during 
a  time  of  conflicting  religious  opinions,  of  plunder  and  confiscation,  of 
new  ideas,  of  struggles  for  supremacy  by  opposing  parties,  the  Gillmans 
appear  to  have  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  uncorrupted  and 
unbiassed. 

They  were  placed  in  positions  of  confidence  and  trust  in  which 
they  acquitted  themselves  so  wisely  without  taking  advantage  of  their 
position,  unfortunately  so  much  the  custom  of  those  times,  that  they 
continued  to  the  end  respected  and  trusted  in  their  appointments. 

What  must  have  been  the  experience  of  John  Gylman  all  through 
the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.,  Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Mary  !  Of  how 
many  celebrated  men  must  he  have  seen  the  rise  and  fall — Cardinal 
Wolsey,  Sir  Thomas  More,  Thomas  Cromwell  as  Lord  Chancellors  of 
England,  Lord  Rochford,  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  Bishop  Fisher  and 
Archbishop  Cranmer,  Bishops  Hooper,  Latimer  and  Ridley. 

As  "  Gentleman  Harbinger "  to  Queen  Mary  important  indeed 
must  have  been  the  messages  and  documents  of  which  John  Gylman 
was  the  bearer,  including  no  doubt  many  of  the  death  warrants  for 
those  who  suffered  for  their  religious  views  in  that  reign. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  writ  of  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  dated  October 
17,  1534,  that  John  Gylmyn,  during  the  time  Anne  Boleyn  was  Queen, 
was  holding  a  similar  position  as  Groom  of  the  Royal  Antechamber, 
with  Henry  Norris,  Sir  William  Brereton  and  Francis  Weston,  who, 
with  the  Queen,  were  all  involved  in  that  terrible  charge  for  which 
they  were  no  doubt  all  justly  found  guilty  and  executed*  on  Tower 
Hill  in  May,  1536. 

*  See  Froude's  "  History  of  England,"  Vol.  II.,  pages  360  to  400.     Edition  1877. 
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John  Gylmyn  evidently  had  not  fallen  into  the  same  snare,  for 
we  find  him  shortly  afterwards  accompanying-  Dr.  Wotton,  Dean  of 
Canterbury,  in  July,  1539,  when  the  latter  was  sent  over  to  Germany 
by  Henry  VIII.  to  arrange  the  preliminaries  of  his  marriage  with 
Anne  of  Cleves. 

Henry  Gilman,  as  "Keeper"  of  the  Naval  Stores  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign  in  the  Dockyards  of  Deptford,  Chatham  and  Ports- 
mouth, was  placed  in  an  important  and  trusted  post  at  a  time  when 
the  English  Navy  was  rising  to  a  pitch  of  eminence  and  efficiency. 

The  Gilmans,  though  they  never  rose  to  any  very  eminent  position, 
acquired  titles,  or  so  far  as  we  know,  were  granted  lands  and  properties 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  robbery  of  the  monasteries,  must  have  done 
their  duty  in  that  station  of  life  in  which  they  were  placed,  or  they 
would  not  have  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  their  Royal  Master  and 
Mistresses  to  the  end  ; — but  their  names  are  not  to  be  found  in  "  Foxe"s 
Book  of  Martyrs." 

As  in  those  times  so  in  later  ones,  to  quote  Arthur  Gilman's  words 
in  his  American  work  : — "  The  family  of  Gilman  is  not  one  furnishing 
a  few  brilliant  exceptions  in  a  long  list  of  commonplace  names.  Its 
members  appear  generally  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the  quiet  home 
virtues,  and  rather  to  have  desired  to  be  good  citizens  than  men  of 
great  name.  To  an  eminent  degree  they  appear  to  have  obtained  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  those  nearest  to  them  for  sound  judgment  and 
sterling  traits  of  character." 


Chapter  IV. 


The  Gilmans  of  Surrey. 


RICHARD  GILMAN,  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber  in  Henry  VIII.'s 
time,  dying  at  Reigate  in  1558,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  last 
chapter,  left  two  sons,  Anthony  and  James,  by  his  second  wife 
Johanna,  daughter  of  John  Cooper  of  Lingfield,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  Skinner  of  Reigate.  James  married  the  daughter  of  —  Thatcher, 
went  into  the  County  of  Oxfordshire  and  there  left  descendants  (see  the 
pedigree  at  the  end  of  this  chapter).  Two  of  his  sons,  however,  died 
without  male  heirs,  Thomas  in  London,  in  May  1601,  and  Anthony  at 
Kingston-upon-Thames,  in  May  1628. 

Anthony,  the  son  of  Richard  Gilman,  in  the  year  1560,  married 
"  Mestrese  Alisse  Roslington  Wedowe"  daughter  of  —  Turfoot,  of 
London.  He  died  Aug.  23,  1575,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  Gilman, 
who  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory  and  that  of  his  mother  in 
Reigate  Parish  Church.  This  monument  is  fixed  on  the  wall  of  the 
north  aisle,  opposite  the  south  door.  It  consists  of  a  brass  plate 
about  9!  by  5^  inches,  let  into  a  hard  stone  slab,  on  which  is  carved 
an  ornamental  bordering,  and  surmounted  with  a  coat  of  arms  and 
crest. 

Opposite  this  page  will  be  found  a  rubbing  of  the  inscription  on 
the  brass  plate. 

The  coat  of  arms  surmounting  the  monument  and  the  inscription 
thereon,  is  given  in  the  "  Herald's  Visitation  of  Surrey,"  1623,  and 
is  engraved  opposite  page  3. 

Anthony  Gilman  was  buried  in  Reigate  Church,  near  his  monu- 
ment, on  Aug.  24,  1575,  and  his  wife  in  the  same  spot  on  Dec.  25,  1581. 
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This  is  the  oldest  monument  in  the  church,  which  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  and  dates  back  to  the  twelfth  century.  In  the 
chancel  of  this  church  is  buried  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  "  Lord 
High  Admyrall  of  Englande,  Generall  of  Queene  Elizabeth's  Navy 
Royall  at  sea  against  the  Spanyards  invinsable  Navye  in  the  year 
of  our  Lorde  1588"  according  to  the  inscription  found  on  the  coffin, 
when  the  vault  was  opened  about  a  hundred  years  since.  There  was, 
however,  until  a  few  years  ago,  no  monument  erected  to  the  memory 
of  this  celebrated  English  Admiral  in  the  church  or  chancel  thereof. 

In  the  same  Church,  on  a  brass  plate  immediately  over  the  door 
leading  from  the  vestry  into  the  church,  is  a  Latin  inscription  in 
Old  English  characters.  The  following  is  the  translation  : — "  Be  it 
remembered  that  in  the  year  15  13,  John  Skinner,  gent.,  as  well  with 
ten  pounds  given  for  the  soul  of  Richard  Knight,  forty  shillings  for 
the  soul  of  William  Laker,  Esq.,  with  eighteen  shillings  and  sixpence 
for  the  soul  of  Alice  Holmden,  as  also  with  thirteen  shillings  and 
fourpence  for  the  soul  of  George  Longeville,  left  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  aforesaid  John  Skinner,  as  with  one  hundred  and  three  shillings 
and  fourpence  of  his  own  money,  for  the  souls  of  his  own  parents, 
hath  for  the  honour  of  God  caused  this  porch  to  be  built.  On  whose 
souls  God  have  mercy." 

This  John  Skinner,  the  grandfather  of  Richard  Gylmyn's  second 
wife,  was  a  "  clericus  viridis  panni  hospiti,"  or  cleric  of  the  hospital 
of  the  green  coat,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  pedigree  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter  and  in  that  on  page  24. 

This  hospital  was,  no  doubt,  attached  to  the  Priory  of  Reigate, 
founded  by  William  of  Warren  about  1230  A.D.,  dissolved  by  Henry 
VIII.  in  1535,  and  now  the  residence  of  Lady  Henry  Somerset. 

The  sums  of  money  above-mentioned  were  probably  left  to  John 
Skinner,  as  clergyman  of  the  hospital,  by  poor  people  dying  therein, 
and  instead  of  devoting  them  to  saying  masses  for  their  souls,  the 
belief  in  the  efficacy  of  which  was  probably  waning  in  the  year  15 13, 
he  used  them  for  the  purpose  of  building  what  is  now  the  vestry,  with 
a  parish  room  over,  attached  to  the  church. 


0 

-p 

ti 

DD 

0) 

(X 

0s 

3 

M 

0 

B 

'cd 

fc> 

~"\ 

O 

S 

<< 

^ 

£ 

P 

OS 

3 

s 

H 

^ 

W 

k, 

W 

-p" 

O 

^ 

c/3 

J 

O 

-5 

0 

H 

■2 

X 

1 

o 

a 
« 

g 

x: 

g 

s 

o 

< 

X 

o 

00 

o 

'£ 

ctf 

tx 

CD 

X 

H 

The  Gilmans  of  Surrey.  55 

The  total  money  which  this  building  cost  was  apparently 
;£i8.  15s.  2d.,  as  stated  on  the  brass  plate,  whereas  in  the  present 
day  such  a  building  could  not  be  erected  under  from  ,£200  to  ^250, 
showing  the  difference  of  value  in  money  between  Henry  VIII. 's  time 
and  the  present  day,  which  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the 
sums  of  money  mentioned  in  the  various  ancient  wills,  &c.,  given  in 
this  book. 

Anthony's  will  is  dated  Aug.  20,  1575,  and  he  is  described  as 
"Anthony  Gi//m«n  of  Reygate."  He  left  all  his  <  gooddes '  to  his 
'wief.'  "And  that  Charles  his  sonne  should  stande  to  the  Courtesy 
of  his  said  wief  for,  (sd.  he)  I  knowe  she  wilbe  a  naturall  Mother  to 
her  chield." 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  followed  any  profession  or  held  any 
appointment  under  the  Crown,  but  to  have  lived  the  life  of  a  private 
gentleman  at  Reigate  during  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  entries  to  be  found  in  the  Parish 
Registers  of  Reigate  Church  : — 

Marriages. 
"An0.  1560.     The  xxn  daye  was  maryed  Antonys  Gyllman  and 
Mestrese  Alisse  Roslington  Wedowe." 

"  1 58 1.  May  the  23 — was  maryed  Charles  Gylmyn  and  Alice 
Taylor  of  the  Parish  of  Burstow." 

"  1593.  October  the  6 — was  married  Henrye  Gilmyn  and  Eleanor 
Marden  wyddow." 

Baptisms. 
"  1586.     May  the  XXXI  daye  was  Ann  Gylmyn  the  d.  of  Charll 
Gylmyn  Gent." 

Burials. 
"  1575.     Aug.  xxiiii  Mr  Anthonye  Gylmyne  Gent." 


"1581 
"1615 
"  1616 
"1618 


25  Dec.     Mestres  Alse  Gylmyne  wyddow." 
18  Maie  the  wife  of  Charles  Gyllmyn  Gent." 
12  Nov.     Henry  Gyllmyn." 
16  May     Widow  Gyllmyn." 
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Charles  Gilman,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Register,  married 
at  Reigate  Church,  on  May  25,  1581,  Alice  Taylor,  of  the  Parish  of 
Burstow,  a  small  village  about  six  miles  south  east  of  Reigate,  which 
now  gives  its  name  to  the  Burstow  pack  of  foxhounds  which  hunt  the 
district.  He  afterwards  lived  at  Nutfield,  a  village  about  three  miles 
to  the  east  of  Reigate.  He  had  one  son,  Thomas,  and  five  daughters. 
The  son  Thomas  died  without  male  issue  and  the  family  of  Gilmans 
in  Surrey  became  extinct. 

Charles  Gilman  died  April  13,  1631,  and  was  buried  at  Nutfield 
Church,  a  stone  tablet  being  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  north  wall 
of  the  chancel,  with  the  following  inscription  somewhat  rudely  carved 
in  the  stone  : — 

HEERE   UNDER   FEET   LYETH   BURIED   CHARLES 

GILLMIN   THE   SONNE   OF  ANTHONYE 

GILLMYN   OF  REIGATE   GENT   WHO 

DIED   THE    13    OF   APRIL    1631. 

AS   BY  YE   MONUM1   OF  YE    SAID   ANTHONY   IN   REIGAT   APEARS 

In  the  last  line  the  sculptor  seems  to  have  been  much  driven  for 
space,  as  will  be  seen  from  a  rubbing  of  the  inscription,  given  on  the 
opposite  page.  Adjoining  the  left  hand  of  the  inscription  is  the  coat 
of  arms,  the  same  as  on  his  father's  monument  in  Reigate. 

"  The  wife  of  Charles  Gyllmyn  Gent "  was  buried  at  Reigate 
Church,  May  18,  1 6 15,  and  he  had  a  daughter,  Ann,  baptised  in  the 
same  church,  May  31,  1586,  so  probably  it  was  not  till  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  that  he  went  to  reside  at  Nutfield,  as  in  those  days 
people  were  generally  baptised  and  buried  in  the  parish  in  which  they 
lived  and  died. 

The  will  of  Charles  Gilmyn  is  dated  Dec.  9,  1630,  the  sixth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Charles;  his  wife's  name  is  there  given  as  "Dorothie, 
sister  of  Josia  Harris,  Cittizen  of  London,  and  widow  of  Anthony 
Boys,"  so  it  is  evident,  like  many  of  the  Gilmans,  Charles  married 
a  second  time,  and  both  wives'  names  will  be  found  in  the  pedigree. 
The  Gillmans  seem  to  have  often  married,  but  left  but  few  male  heirs, 
and  the  families  in  nearly  every  case  shortly  became  extinct.  His  son 
Thomas  is  not  mentioned  in  Charles'  will,  as  he  predeceased  him  in 
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the  year  1600.  The  following  daughters  had  legacies  bequeathed  to 
them  : — "  Anne  Scott  the  now  wife  of  John  Scott,"  "  Mary  the  nowe 
wife  of  Philip  Bonamy,"  "Sara  Richardson." 

His  '  executor '  was  "  his  loving  sonne  in  law  John  Scott 
Cittizen "  and  his  '  overseers '  were  "  his  lovinge  friends  Edward 
Bishe  of  Burstowe  of  Surrey  Esquire  and  Nicholas  Cooke  the  Elder 
of  Rigate  in  the  Countie  aforesaid  Brewer." 

The  will  is  signed  "  Charles  Gilmin,"  in  his  own  handwriting,  and 
was  proved  in  London,  April  19,  1631,  or  six  days  after  his  death,  by 
John  Scott,  executor. 

The  will  of  Thomas,  the  son  of  Charles  Gilmyn,  was  made  Feb. 
13,  1599.  The  testator  was  described  as  of  "  Clifford's  Inne  nighe 
Fleete  Streete  London  Gent."  It  is  evident  that  he  was  studying  for 
the  Bar,  as  Clifford's  Inn,  which  was  founded  in  1345,  was  one  of  the 
smaller  Inns  of  Court,  or  Inns  of  Chancery,  as  they  were  sometimes 
called,  which  had  the  exclusive  privilege  of  calling  persons  to  the 
English  Bar  and  which  were  to  some  extent  colleges  for  teaching  the 
Law. 

The  legacies  he  left  to  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Burstow  and  to 
his  uncle,  Mr.  George  Turner,  of  Lingfield,  and  his  '  landes '  in 
Burstow  and  Home,  mentioned  in  his  will,  all  in  Surrey,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nutfield  and  Reigate,  show  his  connection  with 
those  places.  Also  the  wife  of  Charles  Gilman,  Alice  Taylor,  came 
from  Burstow,  otherwise  there  is  nothing  mentioned  in  his  will  to 
prove  directly  that  this  Thomas  was  the  same  as  the  son  of  Charles 
Gilman. 

He  must,  however,  have  been  very  young  when  he  married,  and 
have  died  shortly  afterwards. 

He  married  Jane  Polhill,  daughter  of  John  Polhill,  as  mentioned 
in  his  will,  to  whom  he  left  a  good  deal  of  property  at  Burstow  and 
elsewhere  in  Surrey,  and  ordered  "  one  hundred  poundes  of  lawfull 
monie  of  Englande  "  to  be  paid  unto  his  daughter  Elizabeth  at  "her 
age  of  twentie  and  one  yeares  or  on  the  day  of  her  marriage  which 
shall  first   happen."     He  gives   "unto  the  childe  wherew111  my  wife 


58  The  Gilmans  of  Surrey. 

nowe  goethe  yf  she  happen  to  be  with  childe  wth  a  daughter  the  like 
sum  of  one  hundred  poundes,  but  yf  it  be  a  sonne  then  I  will  that 
the  saide  hundred  poundes  laste  herein  before  mentioned  shall  be 
and  remaine  unto  the  saide  Elizabeth  my  daughter." 

The  will  was  dated  Feb.  13,  1599,  and  was  proved  May  8,  1600, 
and  judging  from  the  date  of  his  mother's  marriage,  May  2$,  1 58 1 , 
the  testator  could  not  have  been  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  died 
and  left  Jane  Gilmyn  a  widow. 

In  the  "Visitation  of  Surrey,"  1633-4  (Harl.  MS.  6164,  fo.  35b),  in 
the  pedigree  of  Bysshe  of  Burstow,  in  Surrey,  it  is  stated  that  John 
Bysshe  of  Worth  in  Sussex,  Principal  of  Gray's  Inn,  London,  married 
Katherine,  daughter  of  Gilmin  of  Burstow,  of  whom  there  is  "no  issue 
male  left." 

This  Katherine  Gilmin  was  in  all  probability  the  posthumous 
child  of  Thomas  Gilmin,  of  Clifford's  Inn  and  Burstow,  to  whom 
reference  is  made  in  his  will,  as  his  only  daughter  born  when  he  died 
was  named  Elizabeth. 

Annexed  is  the  pedigree  of  Charles  Gilmyn,  signed  by  himself, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  Herald's  Visitation  of  Surrey,"  1623,  in 
the  Library  of  the  College  of  Arms,  London.  His  signature  is  printed 
in  fac  simile,  and  the  reader  should  compare  this  pedigree  with  that 
given  opposite  to  page  25,  taken  from  "Vincent's  Surrey,"  1623. 

In  the  Register  of  the  Marriage  Licences  issued  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  is  to  be  found  : — 

"Nov  17.  161 6.  Hugh  Crowder  of  Sl  Olaves  Southwark  co. 
Surrey  and  Frances  Gilman  of  Sl  Botolp  Aldgate  London  Spinster 
dau.  of  Charles  Gilman  of  Rygate  co  Surrey  Gent  at  Sl  Botolps 
Aldgate  London." 

These  names  agree  with  those  in  the  pedigree  but  are  not 
mentioned  in  Charles  Gilman's  will. 
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College  of  Arms,  Loudon,  C  2,   106. 
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Chapter  V. 


The  Gillmans  of  Ireland. 

THE   Gillmans  of  Ireland  have  traced  their  descent,  as  before 
mentioned,  from  John  Gillman,  who  is  believed  to  have  come 
from  England  to  that  country  with  the  Earl  of  Essex  at  the 
time  of  his  unfortunate  expedition  to  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1599. 

Marrying  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Cnoger  O'Callaghan,  Lord  and 
chief  of  the  territory  called  Poble  O'Callaghan,  west  of  Mallow,  being 
the  present  parishes  of  Kilshanick  and  Clonmeen,  Co.  of  Cork,*  he 
gave  up  warlike  pursuits  and  settled  in  the  neighbourhood. f 

The  parentage  and  the  place  of  origin  of  this  John  Gillman  have 
hitherto  been  a  mystery.  The  writer  believes  he  has  elucidated  the 
same,  the  evidence  being  so  circumstantially  strong  as  not  to  leave 
much  doubt  that  this  John  Gillman  was  the  son  of  Henry  Gilman, 
of  Twickenham,  Middlesex,  as  before  mentioned  in  the  Gillmans  of 
London,  Chapter  III. 

*  "History  of  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,"  by  Charles  Smith,  M.D.,  1815,  Vol.  I., 
page  34- 

t  In  a  short  traditional  account  of  the  Gillmans  of  Cork,  written  by  Mr.  Herbert  Gillman, 
of  Rushfield,  Co.  Cork,  circa  1800,  in  the  British  Museum,  amongst  Sir  William  Betham's 
MSS.,  it  is  stated  that  "  the  first  Gillmans  who  came  to  Munster  were  two  brothers,  one 
a  Lieutenant,  the  other  an  Ensign.  The  Ensign  was  killed  in  Cork,  the  Lieutenant  was 
married  sometime  after  to  Miss  O'Callaghan,  granddaughter  to  the  Earl  of  Clancarty,  and  great 
granddaughter  of  the  Duke  (sic)  of  Ormonde."  Playfair,  in  his  "  British  Families  of  Antiquity," 
published  in  181 1,  repeats  this  statement,  and  says  it  was  Walter,  the  nth  Earl  of  Ormonde, 
from  whom  Eleanor  O'Callaghan  was  descended.  However,  this  could  hardly  have  been  correct, 
as  Donogh  McCarthy,  Earl  of  Clancarty,  who  married  Lady  Eleanor  Butler,  daughter  of  Sir 
Walter  Butler,  nth  Earl  of  Ormonde,  was  not  created  Earl  of  Clancarty  in  the  English  peerage 
till  1658  by  Charles  II.  The  Countess  of  Clancarty  died  in  1682,  aged  70  years,  and  the  Earl  in 
1665.  They  could  scarcely  have  been  the  grandparents  of  the  wife  of  John  Gillman,  who  died 
in  1644,  leaving  four  children.     (See  "  Gillman  of  Co.  Cork,"  on  page  82). 
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Playfair,  in  his  "  British  Families  of  Antiquity,"  published  in 
1811,  who  gives  the  history  of  the  family  from  Sir  John  St.  Leger 
Gillman,  of  Curraheen,  Co.  Cork,  born  on  the  21st  Nov.,  1756,  and 
created  baronet  on  the  1st  of  October,  1799,  back  to  this  John  Gillman, 
considers  that  he  came  from  Essex,  but  produces  no  evidence  to 
substantiate  his  statement.  Not  much  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
his  opinion,  as  he  says  of  the  family  of  Gillman  (Vol.  I.,  fo.  93)  "  The 
ancestors  of  this  family,  who  were  formerly  called  Gillmain,  are  said 
to  have  originally  come  from  the  Province  of  Maine,  in  France,  and 
to  have  accompanied  William  the  Conqueror  to  England  and  after 
the  Conquest  to  have  settled  in  Essex." 

At  one  time  it  was  the  fashion  for  every  family  who  wished  to  be 
thought  a  "  family  of  distinction  "  to  say  they  came  over  with  William 
the  Conqueror. 

But  we  have  seen  how  this  family  dates  back  more  than  300  years 
before  the  Conquest  and  that  the  name  originally  was  Gilmin,  changing 
to  Gylmyn,  then  to  Gylman,  Gilman  and  Gillman.  Not  in  a  single 
instance  in  any  record,  monument,  will,  parish  register  or  ancient 
document  is  the  name  spelt  Gillmmn.  Invariably  in  every  county 
where  the  name  occurs  previous  to  1500  is  it  spelt  tnyn  or  min> 
gradually  changing  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century 
to  man. 

As  to  John  Gillman  having  come  from  Essex  (though  undoubtedly 
there  were  some  Gilmans  resident  in  Essex  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  of  whom  the  writer  has  collected  all  particulars  from  their  wills, 
&c),  there  is  no  John  connected  with  them  who  is  of  sufficient  position, 
or  likely  to  have  been  an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Essex. 
Nor  has  the  searcher  been  able  to  find  any  record  of  any  John  Gilman 
in  the  Gloucester  or  Norfolk  families,  or  of  any  branch  living  at  that 
time  who  could  have  been  the  ancestor  of  the  Irish  Gillmans.  The 
only  John  to  whom  the  evidence  points  is  the  son  of  Henry,  aged 
eight  in  the  year  1579  (see  pedigree  ex  the  College  of  Arms,  opposite 
page  32).* 

*  Also  in  the  "Visitation  of  Herts,"  in  1579,  given  in  the  Harl.  MS.,  1504,  fo.  50  back, 
British  Museum,  the  same  date  is  given — "  i°  son  aged  8  a0  1579." 
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This  John  would  have  been  28  years  old  in  1599,  an  age  when 
possibly  he  would  be  holding  the  position  of  Lieutenant  in  the  army, 
or  seeking  his  fortune  in  what  would  then  be  looked  upon  as  a  distant 
land. 

John  Gilman,  of  Twickenham,  from  his  relations,  connection  and 
influence  at  Court,  being  the  grandson  of  John  Gilman,  '  Gentilman 
Harbinger'  to  Queen  Mary,  and  Groom  of  the  Royal  Antechamber 
in  Henry  VIII. 's  time,  cousin  of  Henry  Gilman,  Keeper  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  "Storehouses  for  Navigation,"*  would  have  been  in  a 
position  to  obtain  such  an  appointment  from  the  Earl  of  Essex. 

It  is  also  curious  to  note  that  the  Earl  of  Essex,  the  favourite  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  had  a  house  at  Twickenham.  Mr.  Ironside,  in  his 
"History  of  Twickenham,"  says  Twickenham  Park  belonged  to  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  and  that  he  built  the  house  and  afterwards  gave  it 
to  Mr.  Bacon  ;  it  was  in  course  of  time  occupied  by  Sir  Francis 
Bacon. f 

Again  we  lose  all  trace  of  this  John  in  England,  no  will  of  his,  no 
marriage  or  entry  of  burial,  &c,  is  to  be  found.  Had  not  the  will  of 
his  father  Henry  been,  as  it  probably  was,  destroyed  by  the  fire  at 
Twickenham,  it  very  likely  would  have  thrown  some  light  on  the 
subject. 

A  comparison  of  the  crest  and  coat  of  arms  now  borne  by  the 
Gillmans  of  Ireland,  is  very  strong  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the 
Irish  and  Twickenham  Gillmans. 

The  crest  borne  by  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  of  Curraheen, 
Co.  Cork,  as  given  in  "  Burke's  Armoury  "  and  other  Heraldic  books 
is — an  eagle's  head  erased,  sa.,  holding  in  the  beak  a  lion's  gamb 
(paw)  erased,  or.  This  will  be  found  almost  identical  with  the  crest 
granted  by  Letters  Patent  to  John  Gylmyn,  grandfather  of  John,  of 
Twickenham  (see  Coat  of  Arms,  opposite  page  52,  from  Vincent's 
book,  circa  1600,  College  of  Arms,  London).  The  only  difference,  a 
very  slight  one,  between  the  two  being  the  tincture  of  the  lion's 
gamb,  in   the  original  patent  is  argent,  whilst  in  that    of  Sir  John 

*  One  of  the  "  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,"  now  termed  "Lords  of  the  Admiralty." 
t  Lyson's  "Environs  of  London." 
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St.  Leger  Gillman  it  is  or.  Henry,  the  son  of  John  Gylmyn,  '  Gentil- 
man  Harbinger/  used  the  eagle's  head  with  a  fire  brand  in  its  beak, 
the  same  as  the  Glyns.  But  it  is  likely  when  John  Gilman  junior 
went  to  Ireland  he  reverted  to  his  grandfather's  crest,  the  lion's  paw 
in  the  eagle's  beak.  These  two  crests  are  so  similar  (see  pedigree 
opposite  page  32  and  coat  of  arms  opposite  page  38),  that  one  is  likely 
to  be  mistaken  for  the  other.  In  fact,  in  engraving  the  copper  plates 
for  this  work,  the  engraver  actually,  in  the  first  instance,  engraved  the 
firebrand  for  the  lion's  paw  in  John  Gylmyn's  coat  of  arms. 

It  is  a  singular  thing  that  in  no  other  branch  of  the  Gilman 
family,  although  they  all  bore  the  man's  leg  couped  at  the  thigh  on 
their  shield  (as  is  now  done  by  the  Irish  Gillmans)  is  this  crest  of  an 
eagle's  head  holding  in  its  beak  a  lion's  paw  to  be  found. 

Henry  Gilman,  of  Deptford  and  Stepney  (first  cousin  of  John  of 
Twickenham)  bore  as  a  crest  on  a  chapeau,  gu.,  a  demi  lion,  or,  or  as 
an  alternative  crest,  a  man's  arm  in  armour,  sa.,  holding  in  his  hand 
a  lance  with  ribbon  attached,  or  (see  facing  page  42).  These  two 
crests  were  borne  by  other  branches  of  the  family  in  Norfolk  and  the 
Eastern  Counties. 

John  Gilman  signed  his  will  spelling  his  name  with  one  '/,'  but 
all  his  descendants  have  adopted  the  two  '//s.'  Though  in  the  Patent 
granting  the  title  of  Baronet  to  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman  in  1799, 
it  is  spelt  all  through  with  one  '/,'  and  in  two  old  pedigrees  of  a  date 
circa  1808,  amongst  Sir  Wm.  Betham's  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum, 
the  name  is  spelt  Gilman  for  the  first  generation,  i.e.,  the  sons  of  John 
Gilman  of  1599,  are  given  as  Stephen  Gilman  and  Henry  Gilman; 
but  their  children's  names  are  spelt  with  two  '//s.' 

The  writer  has  made  many  efforts  and  searches  to  further  elucidate 
the  history  of  John,  the  first  Irish  Gilman.  The  ancient  MSS.  at 
the  British  Museum,  State  Papers  and  documents  at  the  Record 
Office  have  all  been  searched  without  further  results.  Singular  to 
say,  nothing  can  be  found  in  this  country  bearing  on  the  matter  of 
his  going  to  Ireland,  or  particulars  of  those  who  accompanied  Earl 
Essex  in  his  expedition.     Perhaps  on  account  of  the  failure  of  this 
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expedition,  the  disgrace  which  it  brought  upon  the  Earl,  and  the 
displeasure  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  papers  connected  with  the  matter 
were  destroyed  by  his  influence  or  that  of  his  friends. 

A  few  particulars  of  the  expedition  will  be  of  interest. 

The  Earl  of  Essex  landed  in  Ireland  the  15th  of  April,  1599,  with 
an  army  of  16,000  men.  He  proceeded  towards  Munster,  penetrated 
as  far  as  Limerick,  and,  taking  Cork  and  Waterford  in  his  way,  returned 
by  the  coast  to  Dublin.  The  reduction  of  two  castles  and  the  feigned 
submission  of  three  native  chieftains,  formed  the  sum  of  his  exploits ; 
and  if  he  magnified  the  importance  of  these  advantages  in  his 
despatches,  he  was  at  the  same  time  compelled  to  own  that  three 
months  of  the  summer  season  had  been  consumed,  and  that  his  army 
had  dwindled  away  by  desertion,  disease  and  the  casualties  of  war  to 
4,000  in  number.  But  the  Queen  would  listen  to  no  apology  ;  his 
demand  for  reinforcements  only  inflamed  her  anger,  and  he  received 
a  peremptory  order  to  undertake  the  promised  expedition.  About  the 
end  of  August,  with  only  three  thousand  men,  a  force  inadequate  to 
its  object,  he  met  Tyrone  on  the  banks  of  the  Brenny.  Instead  of 
fighting,  the  two  chieftains  conversed  together  in  private  ;  the  next 
day  a  more  public  conference  was  held  and  an  armistice  was  concluded, 
to  be  renewed  every  six  weeks  during  the  winter,  on  condition  that 
the  Lord-Deputy  should  transmit  to  the  Queen  the  several  demands  of 
the  O'Neil.  Of  these  the  most  important  were  that  the  Catholic 
worship  should  be  tolerated ;  that  the  Chief  Governor  should  be  an 
Earl  with  the  title  of  Viceroy ;  that  the  principal  Officers  of  the 
State  and  the  Judges  should  be  natives ;  that  the  O'Neil,  O'Donnell, 
Desmond  and  their  associates  should  enjoy  the  lands  possessed  by 
their  ancestors  for  the  last  two  hundred  years  ;  and  that  one  half  of 
the  army  in  Ireland  should  consist  of  natives. 

The  termination  of  the  campaign,  so  contrary  to  his  promises, 
completed  the  ruin  of  the  Earl  in  the  mind  of  his  Sovereign.  If  the 
disappointment  of  her  hopes  revived  her  resentment,  her  ignorance  ol 
what  had  passed  between  him  and  Tyrone  in  their  private  interview 
provoked  a  suspicion  of  his  loyalty.  He  might  perhaps  seek  only  to 
perpetuate  his  command  by  protracting   the   war ;   but  it  was  also 
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possible  that  his  ambition  might  aspire  to  obtain  the  Crown  of  Ireland 
through  the  aid  of  the  O'Neil.  Essex,  however,  did  not  allow  her 
time  to  brood  over  these  thoughts.  To  her  astonishment,  on  the 
morning  of  Michaelmas  Eve,  just  after  she  had  risen,  but  before  she 
was  dressed,  the  door  of  her  bed-chamber  opened,  and  she  beheld 
Essex  himself  on  his  knees  at  her  feet.  He  begged  of  her  to  pardon 
the  intrusion,  to  attribute  it  to  zeal  for  her  service,  which  had  brought 
him  from  Ireland  to  lay  before  her  the  true  state  of  that  kingdom. 
Elizabeth  knew  not  whether  to  be  angry  or  pleased.  She  gave  him 
her  hand  to  kiss  and  he  retired  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  observing 
to  his  friends  that,  though  he  had  met  with  many  storms  abroad,  he 
had  found  a  perfect  calm  at  home.  About  noon  he  was  admitted  to 
an  audience  and  indulged  in  the  same  delusion  ;  but  in  the  evening 
the  tempest  burst  upon  his  head.  He  was  ordered  to  consider  himself 
a  prisoner  in  his  room,  and  within  a  few  days  was  delivered  to  the 
Lord  Keeper,  to  be  kept  in  free  custody  under  his  charge.  The 
Earl  of  Essex  never  recovered  from  this  disgrace,  and  after  vainly 
endeavouring  to  raise  the  Londoners  to  revolt,  he  was  tried  and 
beheaded  at  the  Tower  of  London,  on  the  25th  Feb.,  1601,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four.* 


Xineaoe. 

John  Gilman,  Esq.,  came  to  Ireland  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century  and  settled  at  Curraheen  in  the  County  of  Cork,  where  he 
married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Cnogher  O'Callaghan,  Esq.,  of  Clonmeen 
Castle,  Co.  Cork,  and  O'Dorney  Abbey,  Co.  Kerry ;  he  died  at  Curraheen 
in  1644  (his  will  being  dated  7th  January,  1644,  was  proved  in  the 
Registry  at  Cork,  on  the  26th  February  in  that  year)  having  left  issue 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.  : 

I.     Stephen,  his  successor,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     Henry,  of  Carrigrohane,  Co.  Cork,  d.  Sept.,  1657,  having  left 
issue  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  an  only  child 
1.  James. 

*  Lingard's  "  History  of  England." 
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And  by  his  second  wife,  Magdeline,  sister  to 
Theophilus  Carey,  Esq.,  of  Carrigrohane,  Co. 
Cork,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.  : 

2.  Henry,  of  whom  hereafter. 

3.  Richard. 

4.  John. 

5.  Thomas. 

1.  Magdeline. 
I.     Alice,  m.  Philip  Daville,  Esq. 

II.  Ellen,  m.  E.  Crosse,  Esq.,  of  Crosshaven,  Co.  Cork,  and 
Crosses  Green,  Cork.  She  was  maternal  great- 
grandmother  of  John,  last  Earl  of  Wandesford. 

Stephen  Gillman,  Esq.,  succeeded  his  father  at  Curraheen,  and 
d.  1679,  leaving  issue  by  his  wife,*  Ursula,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz. : 

I.     John,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     Robert,  of  whom  hereafter. 

III.  Stephen,  d.  s.p.  17 10. 

IV.  Sylvester,  d.  s.p.  1723. 

V.     Henry,  m.  Letitia  Woodley,  d.  1724,  leaving  issue  one  son, 
Philip,  d.  s.p.   1724,  and   one  daughter,  Ursula,  m. 
Edward  Porter,  of  Ballinhassig,  Co.  Cork. 
I.     Ellen,  d.  unm.  1692. 

II.  Elizabeth,  m.  1684,  John  Jermyn,  Esq.,  of  Tulland,  Co. 
Cork. 


John  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Curraheen,  b.  20  Jan.,  1644,  m-  28 
June,  1679,  Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel  Heyward  St.  Leger,  M.P.,  of 
Castlemore  and  Heywards  Hill,  Co.  Cork,  by  Barbara,  eldest  daughter 
of  Sir  William  St.  Leger,  Bart.,  Lord  President  of  Munster  and  widow 
of  Sir  William  Barrett,  Bart.,  of  Inniscarra,  Co.  Cork,  whose  son,  Sir 

*  In  the  old  pedigree  in  Sir  Wm.  Betham's  MSS.,  British  Museum,  of  a  date  circa  1808,  it 
is  stated  that  Stephen  married  "  a  Welsh  woman,"  thus  apparently  confirming  the  connection 
with  Wales  of  John  Oilman's  ancestors. 
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William,  d.  at  Bristol  16  Feb.,  1672,  on  his  return  from  Italy,  whereby 
the  title  of  Baronet  ceased.  He  left  his  personal  estate  to  his  maternal 
uncle,  John  St.  Leger,  Esq.,  of  Doneraile,  Co.  Cork.  By  her  he  left 
issue  : 

I.     John,  b.   21   April,    1680,  m.  Anne,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Mathew   Jones,    of  Culbridogue,   Co.   Cork,   d.   s.p. 
1746. 
II.     Stephen,  Major  in  the  Army,  d.  s.p.  1747. 
III.     Heyward,  of  whom  presently. 

I.     Mary,  m.  19  July,  1702,  Rowland  Delahyde,  Esq.,  Mayor  of 
Cork,  1708. 
II.     Barbara. 
III.     Ursula. 

Heyward  Gillman,  Esq.,  third  and  only  surviving  son,  b.  23 
March,  1691,  succeeded  his  father  at  Curraheen,  m.  16  Sept.,  1727, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Sayers,  of  Doneraile,  Co. 
Cork,  by  whom  (who  d.  11  Sept.,  1743)  he  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  : 

I.     John,  b.  27  Sept.,  1729,  d.  unm.  13  April,  1749. 
II.     St.  Leger  Heyward. 

I.     Elizabeth,  b.    15   March,    1732,   m.  Jasper  Lucas,   Esq.,  of 
Rochfordstown,  Co.  Cork. 


St.  Leger  Heyward  Gillman,  Esq.,  the  only  surviving  son,  b. 
13  May,  1733,  succeeded  his  father  at  Curraheen,  m.  Elizabeth  Anne, 
daughter  of  Harding  Parker,  Esq.,  of  Hillbrook,  Co.  Cork,  High 
Sheriff,  1727  and  Mayor  of  Cork,  1740,  by  her  (who  after  his  decease 
married  Sir  Henry  Martin,  Bart.,  Comptroller  of  the  Royal  Navy) 
he  had  issue  two  sons. 

I.     John  St.  Leger,  his  successor. 

II.     St.  Leger  Heyward,  b.   15  May,  1758,  Captain  in  the  Hon. 
East  India  Company's  Service,  d.  in  India. 
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Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  Bart.,  of  Curraheen,  b.  21  Nov., 
1756,  was  created  Baronet  1  October,  1799,  m.  10  June,  1790,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Bart.,  of  Froyle,  Hampshire,  and 
Harley  Street,  London,  by  her  (who  d.  30  May,  1803)  he  had  issue : 

I.  George,  who  d.  y. 

II.  John  St.  Leger,  b.  25  Jan.,  1794,  d.  unm.  25  Oct.,  1812. 

I.  Hannah  Anne,  d.  y. 

II.  Hannah  Elizabeth,  m.  Rev.  Thomas  Preston,  M.A.,  eldest 
son  of  Rear-Admiral  Preston. 

III.  Margaret  Emily. 

IV.  Frances. 

Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  Bart.,  died  at  Bath,  1816, 
when  the  Baronetcy  became  extinct,  and  also  the  male 
line  direct  of  John,  eldest  son  of  Stephen  Gillman,  who 
d.  1679. 


Robert  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Clashmartel,  and  Cove,  Kinsale,  Co. 
Cork,  second  son  of  Stephen  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Curraheen,  who  d. 
1679,  b.  17  July,  1647,  m-  JI  Oct.,  1676,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Colonel 
John  Swete,  J. P.,  of  Timoleague  Castle  and  Mahonagh,  Co.  Cork  (a 
daughter  of  his  grandson,  John  Swete,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Cork,  1758, 
married  Henry  Sheares,  a  leader  of  the  Irish  Rebellion  of  1798)  he  d. 
1724  and  had  issue  :* 

I.     Robert,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     Sylvester,  d.  y. 

III.  Edmund,  of  whom  hereafter. 

IV.  John. 

I.     Margaret. 
II.     Ursula. 

*  In  "  Bennett's  History  of  Bandon  "  (page  222)  the  name  of  "  Robert  Gillman,  wife  and 
six  children,"  are  given  amongst  a  list  of  Protestant  inhabitants  who  left  Bandon  in  the  year 
1689.  Stephen  Gillman,  of  Clashmartel,  in  the  parish  of  Carrigrohan,  County  Cork,  the  next 
younger  brother  of  this  Robert  Gillman  (see  Pedigree  No.  1,  at  the  end  of  chapter),  in  his  will, 
dated  8th  March,  1709,  and  proved  11  Sept.,  1710,  by  his  brother  Silvester,  "bequeaths  to 
his  brother  Robert  Gillman  Eifty  Pounds,  and  his  silver  hilted  Sword,"  and  to  his  "nephew 
Robert  Gillman,  Ten  Pounds."  This  silver-hilted  sword  perhaps  belonged  to  his  grandfather, 
John  Gillman,  which  he  brought  over  with  him  from  England,  when  in  the  army  of  the  Earl 
of  Essex. 
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Robert  Gillman,  Esq.,  the  eldest  son,  b.  4  Sept.,  1681,  succeeded 
his  father  at  Clashmartel  and  Cove,  m.  9  Oct.,  1722,  Alice,  daughter  of 
Robert  Gookin,  Esq.,  of  Killgarriff,  Co.  Cork,  and  had  issue : 

I.     John. 

I.     Margaret,  d.  unm. 

The  son,  John  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Clashmartel  and  Cove,  b.  1 1 
May,  1724,  m.  26  July,  1757,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Daunt,  Esq., 
of  Tracton,  Co.  Cork,  and  left  issue : 

I.     Stephen,  of  whom  presently. 

II.  John,  of  Bellvue,  Co.  Dublin,  d.  at  Cheltenham,  1844, 
leaving  issue  by  his  wife,  Mary  Elizabeth,  four 
daughters,  viz.: 

1.  Letitia,  d.  unm. 

2.  Alicia,  m.  Nelson  Trafalgar  Foley,  Esq.,  of  Ballygally, 

Lismore,  Co.  Waterford. 

3.  Mary,  m.  Edward  Browne,  Esq.,  of  Booterstown  House, 

Co.  Dublin. 

4.  Catherine,   m.  John  Gillespie,  Esq.,  of  Merrion,  Co. 

Dublin. 
I.     Mary,  m.   13  June,  1795,  Achilles  Daunt,  Esq.,  of  Tracton 
Abbey,  Co.  Cork,  their  eldest  son,  Achilles  Daunt, 
m.  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Isaac  Heard,  Esq.,  M.P., 
of  Kinsale. 
II.     Frances,  d.  unm.  in  London,  1845. 

Stephen  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Cove  Kinsale  and  Curraheen,  Co. 
Cork,  late  Capt.  75th  Regt.,  d.  7  April,  1829,  leaving  issue  by  his  wife, 
Mary,  an  only  child  : 

Frances. 

Edmund  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Killgubnet,  Co.  Cork,  third  and 
second  surviving  son  of  Robert  Gillman,  Esq.,  who  d.  1724,  b.  9  Jan., 
1688,  111.  18  Dec,  1723,  Martha  Anne,  sister  to  Sir  Emanuel  Moore, 
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Bart.  (7th  Bart.),  of  Maryborough,  Co.  Cork,  and  had  issue  two  sons 
and  one  daughter : 

I.     Sylvester,  of  whom  presently. 

II.  Edmund,  b.  13  Aug.,  1733,  m.  14  Feb.,  1777,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  John  Atkin,  Esq.,  of  Cork,  and  had 
issue  two  sons,  viz.  : 

1.  John,   b.   9   May,    1779,    m.   5    Jan.,    18 14,    Elizabeth, 

daughter  of  George  Atkin,  Esq.,  and  had  issue 
an  only  child — Rebecca. 

2.  Sylvester,  b.  4  Nov.,   1781,  m.   19  Sept.,  1815,  Mary, 

second    daughter  of  George   Atkin,    Esq.,   and 
had  issue  two  sons,  Edmund  and  Sylvester,  who 
both  d.  y.,  and  one  daughter,  Mary. 
I.     Margaret,  m.  5  April,   1743,  John  Foley,  Esq.,  of  Nadrid, 

Co.  Cork,  son  of  the  Rev.  Solomon  Foley,  A.M.,  of 

Kilbrogan,  Bandon,  Co.  Cork. 

Sylvester  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Killgubnet,  Co.  Cork,  b.  8  Nov., 
1729,  m.  14  Sept.,  1767,  Ellen,  daughter  of  Warren  Crooke,  Esq.,  of 
Crookstown,  Co.  Cork,  cousin  of  Sir  Robert  Warren,  Bart,  (his  father, 
Thomas  Crooke,  Esq.,  of  Crookstown,  having  m.  2^  Nov.,  17 14,  Eliza, 
sister  to  Robert  Warren,  Esq.,  of  Warrens  Court,  Co.  Cork,  same 
Robert  Warren  m.  27  April,  1 7 10,  Anne,  sister  to  same  Thomas  Crooke, 
their  son,  Sir  Robert  Warren,  being  the  first  baronet)  by  his  wife,  Jane, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Copinger,  Esq.,  of  Carhue,  Co.  Cork,  and  grand- 
daughter of  William  O'Mahony,  Esq.,  of  Ballinamona  Abbey,  Co. 
Cork  (her  cousin  Marian,  daughter  of  John  Copinger,  Esq.,  m.  Charles, 
1  ith  Duke  of  Norfolk)  and  had  issue : 

I.  Warren,  of  whom  presently. 

II.  Sylvester,  of  whom  hereafter. 

I.  Sarah,  d.  unm. 

II.  Ellen,  m.  Robert  Clark,  Esq.,  of  Bay  View,  Bantry,  Co. 
Cork. 

III.  Elizabeth,  d.  y. 

IV.  Jane,  m.  James  Holmes,  of  Scilly,  Kinsale,  Co.  Cork. 

F 
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Warren  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Nadrid,  Co.  Cork,  b.  7  Oct.,  1771, 
m.  16  Feb.,  1806,  Anne,  daughter  of  Charles  Sherroll,  Esq.,  of 
Doneraile,  Co.  Cork,  and  had  issue  : 

I.     Warren,  b.  17  July,  181 1,  m.  3  Oct.,   1851,  Anne,  daughter 
of  John  Varian,  Esq.,  of  Mallow,  Co.  Cork,  d.  s.p. 
22  Nov.,  1890. 
II.     Sylvester,  b.  13  May,  182 1,  d.  4  Dec,  1846,  unm. 
I.     Elizabeth,   m.    11    Oct.,    1835,   Capt.  William  Anderson,   of 

Clifton,  Bristol. 
II.     Anne,  m.  Henry  O'Sullivan,  Esq.,  of  Rose  Hill,  Co.  Cork. 

Sylvester  Gillman,  Esq.,  the  second  son,  succeeded  his  father 
at  Killgubnet,  b.  9  June,  1782,  m.  5  Jan.,  181 8,  Ellen,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Horgan,  Esq.,  of  Killinardrish,  and  sister  to  the  Rev.  Canon 
Horgan,  of  Ballincollig,  Co.  Cork,  d.  19  March,  1853,  and  had  issue: 

I.     Sylvester,  b.  13  December,  181 8.     In  186 1  he  succeeded  the 
late  Sir  Mathew  Barrington,  Bart.,  as  H.M.  Crown 
Solicitor  for  the  County  and  City  of  Cork,  d.  s.p. 
30th  November,  1878. 
II.     Warren,  b.  20  October,  1820,  d.  unmarried  30th  April,  1888. 
III.     Daniel,  of  whom  presently. 
I.     Mary,  d.  19  April,  1827,  aged  five  years. 
II.     Maryanne. 

Daniel  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Anne  Mount,  Co.  Cork,*  and  South  Mall, 
Cork,  b.  21  July,  1826,  m.  7  November,  1854,  Eleanor  Victoria,  only 
child  of  James  Evans,  Esq.,  of  South  Mall,  Cork,  who  m.  20  June,  1829, 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  James  Fairbairn,  Esq.,  of  Botcherby,  Carlisle, 
Cumberland,  by  his  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Joseph  Nelson,  Esq.,  of 
Oldham,  Lancashire,  cousin  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and  has  issue, 

*  This  genealogy,  from  John  Gillman  of  1599  to  this  generation,  substantially  the  same  as 
here  printed,  has  been  in  the  writer's  hands  for  over  three  years,  having  been  furnished  to 
him  by  Mr.  Daniel  Gillman,  of  Dublin,  above  mentioned.  It  was  submitted  to  the  late  Sir 
Bernard  Burke,  Ulster  King  of  Arms,  and  after  correction  by  him,  was  inserted  in  the  eighth 
edition  of  his  "Landed  Gentry,"  published  in  March,  1894,  and  edited  by  his  two  sons.  The 
genealogy  here  given,  though  not  copied  from,  is  practically  the  same  as  in  that  work.  The 
present  Ulster  King  of  Arms  has  approved  and  registered  in  his  Office,  at  the  Record  Tower, 
Dublin  Castle,  the  pedigree  (No.  1)  given  at  the  end  of  this  chapter,  containing  similar  particulars 
to  the  foregoing  genealogy. 


DANIEL    GILLMAN,    Esq., 

OF  ANNE    MOUNT,   CO.   CORK. 
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I.  James  Sylvester,  b.  2  July,  1857. 

II.  Herbert  Robert,  b.  22  March,  i860. 

III.  Warren  Crooke,  b.  25  May,  1863. 

IV.  Sylvester  John,  b.  13  Dec.,  1864. 
V.  Daniel  Frances,  b.  11  Aug.,  1866. 

VI.  Victor  St.  Leger,  b.  24  May,  1868. 

I.  Charlotte. 

II.  Eleanor  Jane. 

III.  Mary  Frances. 

From  the  first  John  Gillman  of  1599  to  the  Gillmans  of  the  present 
date,  there  are  eight  generations.  From  John  Gillman  (see  pedigree 
opposite  page  8)  to  Gilmin  Troed-dhu,  circa  820  A.D.,  there  are  twenty 
generations,  and  from  Gilmin  Troed-dhu  to  Coel  Godeboc,  King  of 
Britain,  circa  300  A.D.  (see  pedigree  opposite  page  14),  there  are 
fourteen  generations,  making  in  all  a  complete  continuous  pedigree 
of  forty-two  generations,  extending  over  a  period  of  1,600  years. 


THE   GILLMANS    OF   BELROSE,  &c,  Co.  CORK. 

The  Gillmans  of  this  branch  bear  for  their  arms  a  man's  dexter 
leg  couped  at  the  thigh,  with  the  crest,  a  griffin's  head,  erased,  holding 
in  its  beak  a  bear's  paw,  erased,  and  the  motto,  Noti  cantu  sed  actu. 
Any  variations  which  occur  are  but  slight.  In  some  of  the  drawings 
the  so-called  griffin's  head  more  nearly  resembles  the  head  of  an 
eagle  than  that  of  a  griffin,  and  the  bear's  paw  might  easily  be  taken 
for  a  lion's  gamb,  thus  closely  identifying  the  crest  with  that  borne  by 
the  collateral  branch  of  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  Bart.,  and  also 
evidently  being  derived  from  the  original  crest  granted  to  John  Gylmyn, 
of  Troyle,  Anglesea,  in  Wales,  in  the  first  year  of  Queen  Mary. 

Henry  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Carrigrohan,  Co.  of  Cork  (second  son  of 
John  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Curraheen,  Co.  of  Cork,  who  died  1644),  left  with 
other  issue  by  his  second  wife,  Magdeline,  sister  to  Theophilus  Carey, 
Esq.,  of  Carrigrohan,  his  second  son  (eldest  son  of  this  marriage). 
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Henry  Gillman,  Esq.,  who  succeeded  his  father  at  Carrigrohan; 
he  left  issue  by  his  wife,  of  whom  the  following  are  believed  to  be  the 
descendants  :* 

I.     John,  who  m.  21  Oct.,  1772,  Hannah  Cooper,  of  Kilbrehert, 
and  died  s.p  ;  will  dated  21  March,  1793,  proved  1794. 
II.     Edward,  of  whom  presently. 
III.     James,  of  Oakmount  and    Baltanbrach,  m.  9   Sept.,    1756, 
Elizabeth  Clarke.     He  died  1803. 
I.     Mary,  m.  12  June,  1769,  Richard  Hungerford,  Esq. 
II.     Catherine,  m. Glasson,  Esq. 

Edward  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Belrose,  Co.  Cork,  the  second  son, 
succeeded  his  father  and   elder  brother  at  Belrose,   &c.     His  will  is 
dated  25  Aug.,  1803,  and  was  proved  31  Dec,  1803.     He  died  at  Bath, 
England;  m.  19  Nov.,  1765,  Jane  Doherty,  and  had  issue  :f 
I.     Henry,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     Edward,  of  Clancool,  Lieut. -Colonel  in  the  Army.     He  was 
distinguished  in  the  wars  in  India  and  Egypt,  having 
shown  great  bravery  in  capturing  a  fort  in  the  former. 
Will  dated  16  May,  1832,  proved  1833  ;  m.  16  April, 
1 80 1,  Mary,  dau.  of  George  Cornwall,  of  Bandon,  and 
had  issue  : 

1.  Edward,  b.  30  April,  1802  ;  d.  y. 

2.  George,  Captain  in  the  Army,  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 

Waring,  Esq.,  and  niece  of  General  Clarke, 

of  Bandon,  and  had  issue  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  viz. :  Henry  George  Waring,  Captain 
in    the    East    India    Company's    Service  ;    m. 

Elizabeth,  relict  of Long,  Esq.,  and  dau. 

of  Richard  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Sandycove,  d.  s.p., 
1880,  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

*  In  a  pedigree  in  the  Record  Office,  Dublin  Castle,  amongst  Sir  Wm.  Betham's  MSS.,  of  a 
date  circa  1806,  Thomas  Gillman  is  stated  to  be  the  "  Ancestor  of  the  Gillmans  of  Belrose,"  and 
this  Thomas  is  shown  as  a  younger  brother  of  John,  son  of  Stephen,  eldest  son  of  John  Gilman 
of  1599. 

t  The  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  Gillman,  of  Detroit,  U.S.A.,  the  senior  representative 
of  the  Gillmans  of  Belrose,  Co.  Cork,  for  corrections  and  interesting  additions  to  the  following 
genealogy. 


The  Coat  of  Arms  of  Edward  Gillrnan,  Esq., 

Of  Rock  House,  Co.  Cork,  Ireland. 


Note. — The  Crest  as  here  given  shows  the  head  to  be  that  of  the  Heraldic 
Eagle,  as  represented  in  John  Gyhnyn's  Pedigree,  granted  to  him  in  the 
first  year  of  Queen  Mary.  It  is  also  the  same  as  that  borne  by  the  late 
Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  Bart. 
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3.  Henry,  A.M.,  Lieutenant  in  the  Army ;  afterwards, 
19  Aug.,  1844,  ordained  a  Clergyman  of  the 
Established  Church;  d.  18  Feb.,  1858;  m.  1st, 
Miss  Ottley,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue;  m.  2ndly, 
6  May,  1845,  Lydia,  dau.  of  George  Dunscombe, 
Esq.,  of  Mount  Desert,  by  whom  he  had  issue  : 
Edward  (twin  with  the  following),  Lieutenant 
80th  Regt.,  b.  2  Jan.,  1848  ;  George,  Lieutenant 
Royal  Marines  Light  Infantry,  d.  s.p.  at  Rosanna, 
15  April,  1878,  will  16  Dec,  1877  ;  Henry 
Charles,  b.  at  Bandon,  15  March,  1849;  Lydia 
Mary,  b.  7  May,  1852,  m.  William  Guest  Lane, 
Esq.,  of  Prospect,  Blackrock ;  Penelope  Colt- 
hurst,  b.  14  June,  1853. 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  7  April,  18 13  ;  m.  1831,  Colonel  the 
Honourable  William  Smyth  Bernard,  son  of 
the  Earl  of  Bandon;  d.  1878. 

III.  Richard,  died  unm.  24  Mar.,  1797. 

IV.  Herbert,  of  Woodbrooke,  J. P.,  d.  1836;  m.   19  Sept.,  1802, 

Sarah,  dau.  of  Richard  Crooke,  of  Ahavrin,  and  had 
issue : 

1.  Edward,  b.  4  April,  1804  ;  d.  y. 

2.  Herbert,  of  Woodbrook,  b.   1807;  d.  185 — ;  m.  Anne 

•  Jane,  dau.  of  E.  S.  Shawe,  Esq.,  of  Garry  Castle, 
King's  County,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Herbert,  b.  27 
March,  1841  ;  Edward,  b.  4  Dec,  1842  ;  Thomas 

Henry,  b.  ,  m.  and  has  issue  ;  Anne, 

b.  9  Feb.,  1845  ;  Harriet,  b.  10  April,  1849  ;  and 
Elizabeth,  b.  8  Sept.,  1857. 

3.  Thomas,  b.  1813;  d.  1815. 

4.  Thomas  Henry,  M.D.,  of  Laurel  Mount,  b.   181 7;  d. 

1 86 1  ;  m.  14  Oct.,  1843,  Frances  Alicia,  dau.  of 
E.  S.  Shawe,  Esq.,  of  Garry  Castle,  King's 
County  (sister  of  his  brother  Herbert's  wife), 
and  had  issue   three   sons  and  two  daughters, 
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viz. :  Herbert,  b.  1845,  d.  16  Sept.,  1863  ;  Shawe, 
b.  25  Dec,  1853,  d.  2$  April,  1856  ;  Edward 
Sylvester,  Lieutenant  31st  Regt.,  b.  11  Dec., 
1857;  Frances,  b.  1851,  d.  1888,  m.  1874,  C.  H. 

P.  Wilkinson,  Esq. ;  Jane,  b. ,  m.  1881, 

J.  Orpen  Payne,  Esq.,  who  is  deceased. 
5.  William  Crooke,  d.  y. 

1.  Marianne,  b.  1810;  m.  22  June,  1841,  Rev.  H.Wise. 

and  is  deceased. 

2.  Jane,  m.   Lieutenant   Wilkinson,    of   the  Army,   and 

had  numerous  issue. 

3.  Eliza,  d.  unmarried,  at  Woodbrook,  5  Jan.,  1894,  aged 

78  years. 

4.  Harriet,  d.  y. 

5.  Sarah,  d.  y. 

V.     Thomas,    of    Belrose,    m.    21    Jan.,    1781,   Margaret    Long. 
Died  s.p.  18  April,  1809. 

I.     Mary,  m. Whitney. 

II.     Anne,  m.  Richd.  Chinnery. 
III.     Jane,  d.  unm. 


Henry  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Rock  House  and  Belrose,  &c,  eldest 
son  and  heir  of  Edward  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Belrose,  &c,  succeeded  to  the 
principal  of  his  father's  estates  (to  which  he  largely  added),  including 
Belrose  ;  b.  1770  ;  d.  5  Feb.,  1837,  and  is  buried  in  the  family  vault  at 
Kinneigh  Church,  supposed  to  be  an  ancient  cathedral;  will  2^  Feb., 
1822,  proved  3  June,  1837.  The  demesne  of  Rock  House  is  situated  on 
the  Bandon  River,  which  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  and  is  celebrated 
for  its  picturesque  scenery.  Spencer,  in  his  "Fairie  Queen,"  describes 
the  river  as 

"  Fair  Bandon  crowned  with  many  a  wooded  height." 

Henry  Gillman,  m.  15  Sept.,  1793,  Mary  (who  d.,  Island  of 
Guernsey,  6  April,  1846),  dau.  of  William  Skeys,  Esq.,  of  Douglas, 
Cork,  who  was  descended  from  Von  Skeys,  an  officer  of  noble  family 
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in  the  Army  of  King  William  III.,  accompanying  him,  when  Prince 
of  Orange,  to  England,  and  then  to  Ireland,  where  he  took  part  in  the 
Battle  of  the  Boyne,  subsequently  settling  in  the  latter  country,  where 
he  had  received  grants  of  land  ;  and  had  issue  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz.  : 

I.     Edward,  of  whom  presently. 

II.  William  Henry,  of  Monerone  Cottage,  Bandon,  Major- 
General  in  the  Army,  and  Colonel  of  the  68th 
(Durham)  Light  Infantry;  b.  29  Oct.,  1806;  m.  1838, 
Rose,  dau.  of  Francis  Sealy,  Esq.,  of  Woodview,  and 
relict  of  Capt.  James  Stawell ;  issue,  one  daughter, 
Rose,  b.  1839,  d.  unm.  1878;  m.  2ndly,  Rose  Emma, 
dau.  of  William  Sealy,  Esq.,  of  Frankfort,  and  had 
issue;  d.  31  Jan.,  1894. 
III.  John,  b.  11  March,  1810;  removed  to  Dexter,  Michigan, 
United  States,  in  1837  ;  m-  3°  May,  1839,  Grace, 
dau.  of  William  Baker,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Mallow, 
and  had  issue  one  son  and  one  daughter,  viz.  : 
William  Henry,  b.,  Dexter,  29  Aug.,  1848,  d.  unm., 
and  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.,  Dexter,  15  Sept.,  1842,  m. 
30  Oct.,  1866,  John  Richardson  Park,  Esq.,  of 
Amherstburg,  Canada,  and  has  issue  three  daughters; 
m.  2ndly,  14  May,  1864,  Melian,  dau.  of  Richard 
Evanson,  Esq.,  of  Friendly  Cove,  Co.  Cork,  by  whom 
he  had  no  issue  ;  d.  31  May,  1889. 

I.     Jane,  b.  30  June,  1795;  d.  12  Feb.,  1813. 

II.  Mary,  b.  10  July,  1796;  d.,  Island  of  Guernsey,  22  Oct.,  1851 ; 
m.  Major  George  Foss  Westcott,  of  the  77th  Regt., 
who  served  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  (of  whom 
he  was  the  intimate  friend),  distinguishing  himself 
throughout  the  Peninsula  War,  and  had  issue  one 
son  and  four  daughters.  Major  Westcott,  who  is 
deceased,  was  uncle  to  the  Right  Rev.  Brook  Foss 
Westcott,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  present  Bishop  of  Durham. 
III.     Sarah,  b.  27  Sept.,  1804;  d.  29  Oct.,  1804. 
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Edward  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Rock  House  and  Belrose,  &c,  the 
eldest  son  and  heir,  succeeded  his  father  at  Rock  House  and  Belrose  ; 
b.  8  July,  1797  ;  removed  with  entire  family  to  Detroit,  U.S.A.,  in 
1850;  d.  7  Nov.,  1874;  m.  17  Sept.,  1831,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Multose, 
Kinsale,  Eleanor  Mandeville  (who  d.  4  Dec,  1874),  dau.  of  Captain 
John  Hackett,  8th  Light  Dragoons,  of  Miltown,  &c,  Co.  Tipperary, 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Dominus  Paganus  de  Hackett,  Baron  de 
Hackett,  who  accompanied  King  Henry  II.  to  Ireland,  and  obtained, 
in  consideration  of  his  valiant  deeds,  large  grants  of  land  from  that 
monarch,  his  descendants  being  Parliamentary  Barons,  some  of  whom 
were  prominent  under  Richard  I.  in  the  Crusade,  the  original  ancestor 
being  Haket,  a  Norman  General  and  Baron,  who  came  with  William 
the  Conqueror  to  England,  and  whose  name  is  inscribed  on  Battle 
Abbey  Roll,  and  on  the  pillar  at  Hastings,  where  it  may  be  read, 
even  unto  this  day  ;  and  had  issue  : 

I.  Henry,  of  whom  presently. 

II.  George  Edward,  b.  16  Dec,  1834;  d.  s.p.,  21  Nov.,  1883. 

III.  John  Winthrop,  b.  31  March,  1837. 

IV.  William  Henry,  b.  10  May,  1838. 
V.  Edward  Herbert,  b.  22  Oct.,  1841. 

VI.  Richard  Pope  Hackett,  b.  15  March,  1852;  d.  s.p.  5  Feb., 
1892. 
I.  Frances  Sarah  Mitchell,  b.  13  Sept.,  1832  ;  m.  21  Aug.,  1854, 
Donald  Lundy  McDonell,  Esq.,  of  Detroit ;  d.  1 9  April, 
1879,  and  had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
II.  Mary  Skeys,  b.  14  Feb.,  1836;  m.  19  Aug.,  1854,  Thomas 
H.  Moakley,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  N.Y.  ;  d.  16  March, 
1863,  leaving  issue  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

III.  Elizabeth  Anne  Becher  Donovan,  b.  10  Aug.,  1839  ;  m.  16 

Dec,  1868,  Joseph  Nicholson,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  and 
had  issue  one  son  and  one  daughter,  who  d.  y. 

IV.  Melian  Jane,  b.   18   Aug.,    1840;   m.  2  Nov.,   i860,  George 

Augustus  Saberton,  Esq.,  late  of  Chatteris,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, England,  and  had  issue  one  son  and 
two  daughters. 


HENRY     GILLMAN,    Esq., 

OF    THE    MOUNTAIN,    CO.   CORK,   AND    DETROIT,    U.S.A. 
(Late  American  Consul  at  Jerusalem.) 
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V.  Sophia  Amelia  Eleanor,  b.  22  Feb.,  1843  ;  m.  18  April,  1865, 
Charles  Atwood,  Esq.,  of  Vermont,  and  had  issue 
four  sons  and  two  daughters. 


Henry  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  The  Mountain,  Co.  Waterford,  now- 
residing  in  Detroit,  U.S.A.,  the  eldest  son  and  heir,  b.  16  Nov.,  1833  ; 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  United  States  Geodetic  Survey 
of  the  Great  Lakes,  in  command  of  a  Topographical  and  Hydro- 
graphical  Party,  and  most  of  the  important  charts  of  the  work 
published  by  the  Government  contain  his  name ;  he  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  a  Member  of 
the  British  Association,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Oriental  Society, 
and  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Detroit  Scientific  Association.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
delegate  at  large  for  America  to  the  Congress  of  the  Society  of 
Americanists,  held  at  Luxembourg,  to  which  he  contributed  a  paper, 
"  The  Osteological  Evidences  from  the  Mounds,"  which  received 
marked  attention,  and,  translated  into  French,  was  printed  in  the 
Compte  Rendu  of  the  Society.  He  has  devoted  himself  to  literary  and 
scientific  pursuits,  and  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  periodical 
literature,  in  both  prose  and  poetry;  in  1863  he  published  a  volume  of 
poems,  entitled  "  Marked  for  Life."  His  scientific  writings,  such  as 
"  Characteristics  of  Ancient  Man,"  "  The  Mound -Builders  and 
Platycnemism,"  "The  Ancient  Men  of  the  Great  Lakes,"  "Is  a  Variety 
an  Incipient  Species  ?"  &c,  printed  in  Government  Reports,  in  the 
Proceedings  of  learned  Societies,  and  elsewhere,  have  received  high 
commendation  from  Darwin,  Herbert  Spencer,  Prof.  George  Busk, 
Dr.  Asa  Gray,  and  Prof.  Paul  Broca,  of  France.  Herbert  Spencer 
devotes  the  chief  part  of  the  4th  Chapter  of  Vol.  I.  of  his  great  work, 
"The  Principles  of  Sociology,"  to  the  discussion  of  some  of  Mr. 
Gillman's  discoveries  in  Anthropology.  From  1886  to  1891  Mr. 
Gillman  was  United  States  Consul  at  Jerusalem  for  Palestine,  where, 
while  maintaining  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, through  his  exertions  many  reforms  were  inaugurated,  and  the 
severe  enactments  in  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from  Palestine  were  so 
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relaxed  that  (though  of  the  ten  foreign  Consuls  in  Jerusalem  he  stood 
alone  in  resisting  their  expulsion)  his  representations  had  such  a 
good  effect,  that  the  Sultan  modified  his  decree  so  as  to  only  refer  to 
Jews  entering  the  country  in  large  numbers,  which  was  so  liberally 
interpreted  that,  soon  after,  four  hundred  of  these  people  landed  at 
once  at  Jaffa,  without  the  least  molestation.  Mr.  Gillman  is  a  repre- 
sentative, through  both  his  father  and  mother,  of  a  branch  of  the 
Winthrop  family,  now  extinct  in  the  male  line,  descended  from  John 
Winthrop,  the  eldest  son  of  Adam  Winthrop,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Groton,  in  Suffolk,  and  the  uncle  of  John  Winthrop,  first  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  under  the  Royal  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  I. 
for  founding  the  Colony  of  New  England  in  1630.  The  elder  branch 
of  the  Winthrops  remained  in  England  and  Ireland,  being  the 
descendants  of  Stephen  Winthrop,  the  twin  brother  of  Mr.  Gillman's 
ancestor,  William  Winthrop,  who  was  High  Sheriff  of  Cork  in  1741, 
and  Mayor  of  Cork  in  1744.  Stephen  was  the  father  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Winthrop,  of  London,  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
1802.  Mr.  Gillman  m.  7  Dec,  1858,  Mary  Julia  (who  died  29  Sept., 
1878),  dau.  of  Hiram  Reeve  Johnson,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  a  descendant 
of  the  celebrated  Jonathan  Edwards  and  of  Vice-Chancellor  Reeve,  of 
Connecticut,  and  had  issue  : 

I.     Stephen  Winthrop,  b.  14  July,  1861;  d.  5  Feb.,  1866. 

II.  Robert  Winthrop,  M.D.,  b.  2  Nov.,  1865  ;  was  appointed 
in  1887  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  British  Opthalmic 
Hospital,  Jerusalem.  After  continuing  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  medical  studies  in  Vienna,  Berlin,  Paris 
and  London,  he  returned  to  Detroit  in  1890,  and  has 
published  several  original  papers  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  his  profession. 

I.  Eleanor  Mary  Winthrop,  b.  10  Oct.,  1859;  m.  11  Jan.,  1882, 
William  Campbell  Broadwell,  Esq.,  of  Detroit,  and 
has  issue  one  son. 

II.     Alice  Hackett,  b.  13  Nov.,  1863. 
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James  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Oakmount  and  Baltonbrack,  third  son 
of  Gillman  of  Belrose  ;  will  proved  25  Jan.,  1804;  who  m.  9  Sept., 
1756,  Elizabeth  Clarke,  and  had  issue  : 

I.     James,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     Herbert,  of  Bennett's  Grove  ;  will  27  Feb.,  1838,  proved  22 
April,  1838;  m.  2  Aug.,  1808,  Elizabeth  Davies,  dau. 
of  Francis  Bennett,   Esq.,  of  Bennett's  Grove,  and 
had  issue  : 

1.  James  Francis,  M.D.,  of  Woodlands,  b.  14  May,  18 10; 

d.  5  Aug.,  1858;  m.  26  May,  1842,  Susanna 
Townsend,  dau.  of  Samuel  Bennett,  Esq.,  J.P., 
of  Tullenlana,  Blackrock,  and  had  issue  one  son 
and  three  daus.,  viz.  :  Henry  Davies  Bennett ; 
Maria  Kate,  Susanna  Penelope  Townsend 
French  and  Elizabeth  Sarah. 

2.  Bennett  Watkins,   Major,  of  The   Retreat,  b.    1814  ; 

d.  Feb.,  1880;  m.  1859,  Sarah  Beamish,  dau.  of 
Francis  Bennett,  Esq.,  of  Clonakilty,  and  had 
issue  :  John  St.  Leger  and  Annie. 

3.  Herbert. 

1.  Elizabeth  Sarah,  b.  21  Nov.,  181 8;  m.  3  March,  1842, 
James  Gillman,  Esq...  of  Oakmount. 
III.     John,  of  Milane;   will  3   Nov.,   1839;   d.    1   Jan.,   1840;  m. 
Elizabeth,  who  d.  22  June,  1841,  and  had  issue  : 

1.  James,  b. ;  m.  24  Oct.,  181 2,  Annie  Tanner, 

and  had  issue:  John,  b.  22  Aug.,  18 18;  Elizabeth, 
b.  22  Jan.,  1814;  Jane,  b.  19  May,  1816;  and  Mary. 

2.  Herbert,  d.   1861  ;  m.  2  July,   1823,  Mary  Haynes,  of 

Scilly,  Kinsale,  and  had  issue :  John  Henry,  b. 
1829;  Edward  James,  b.  1831;  Herbert,  b.  1833; 
Thomas,  b.  1839;  Mary  Jane,  b.  1827;  Ellen, 
b.   1836. 

3.  John,  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Bucks  Militia  ;  d.  1834, 

Adm.  to  Edward  Gillman,  his  brother,  6  Jan., 
1835. 
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4.  Edward,  of  Milane,  m.  30  Nov.,  1820,  Eliza  Haynes, 

of  Hawthorn  Hill,  and  had  issue  :  Edward,  b. 
1823;  Nagle,  b.  1827;  Pierce  Butler,  b.  1833; 
and  Annie,  d.  1855. 

5.  Thomas,  of  Dunmanway,  b.  8  Aug.,  1799;  m.  Catherine, 

and  had  issue:  John,  b.  11  Dec,   1848;  Letitia 
Raymond,  b.  1844,  d.  aged  3  months. 
1.  Anne,  b.  27  Feb.,  1803. 
IV.     Edward,  of  Baltonbrack,  late  of  Kinsale  ;  m.  14  Feb.,  1801, 
Ellen  White,  of  Kinsale,  and  had  issue  : 
1.  James  White. 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  6  May,  1803  ;  d.  1809. 

2.  Ellen,  b.  20  July,  1805. 

3.  Mary,  b.  3  Oct.,  1809. 
I.     Ellen. 

II.     Rebecca,  m.  26  Sept.,  1800,  Robert  Clarke,  Esq.,  of  Bantry. 

James  Gillman,  Esq.,  of  Oakmount,  the  eldest  son  and  heir, 
succeeded  his  father  at  Oakmount;  d.  9  June,  1814,  adm.  5  July, 
1814;  m.  29  Sept.,  1797,  Eliza  Lander,  of  Cork,  and  by  her,  who  d. 
14  March,  1848,  had  issue  : 

I.     James,  of  whom  presently. 
II.     William,  m.  and  had  issue. 

I.     Elizabeth,  b.  29  Nov.,  1799  ;  m.  15  Jan.,  1818,  Hill  Gillman, 

Esq.,  of  Sandycove,  Kinsale,  and  had  issue. 
II.     Mary,  b.  20  Dec,  1801. 

James  Gillman,  Esq.,  J. P.,  of  Oakmount,  the  eldest  son  and 
heir,  succeeded  his  father  at  Oakmount,  b.  14  April,  1804;  d.  1858; 
m.  3  March,  1842,  Elizabeth  Sarah,  only  dau.  of  Herbert  Gillman, 
Esq.,  of  Bennett's  Grove,  and  had  issue  : 

I.     James  Herbert,  of  Oakmount,  only  son,  who  succeeded  his 

father  at  Oakmount,  b.  22  Sept.,  1845. 
I.     Amelia  Davies. 
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GILLMAN,  OF   Co.  CORK. 

Pedigree  A.  registered  A. D.  1809,  in  Office  of  Arms,  Dublin  Castle,  by 

Sir  John  St.  Lcger  Gillman,  Baronet,  and  continued  to  the  year  1890.* 

(See  end  of  this  Chapter.) 

John  Gillman  came  with  a  Col.  Cross  in  Essex's  Army  to  Ireland 
in  1599,  and  finally  settled  at  Curraheen,  Co.  Cork,  near  the  lands  and 
castle  of  Carrigrohane,  granted  to  Cross.  He  married  Eleanor,  dau. 
of  <  O'Callaghan,'  of  Clonmeen,  chief  of  '  Poble — [i.e.,  people) — 
O'Callaghan,'  one  of  the  septs  under  the  chieftainship  of  the 
MacCarthymore  {i.e.,  'great  MacCarthy').  O'Callaghan  had  been 
in  rebellion,  but  made  his  peace  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  whose  policy 
was  to  break  down  the  influence  of  the  Irish  chiefs,  and  who  forced 
him  to  surrender!  the  clan  lands  to  herself,  as  Queen,  on  2  Dec,  1594. 
He  then  received  a  re-grant  +  thereof  from  Her  Majesty  on  the  7th  of 
same  month,  to  hold  in  tail  male  to  himself  and  heirs,  which  plan  was 
intended  to  reduce  him  to  the  position  of  a  mere  landlord,  and  his 
clansmen  to  that  of  tenants  holding  at  a  money  rent.  He  was  again 
in  trouble  before  1601,  but  received  a  pardon  §  from  the  Queen  for 
himself  and  '  his  wife  Joan-ny-Tirrelagh '  [i.e.,  Joan,  dau.  of  Turlogh 
(MacSweeny)],  and  his  son  and  chief  followers  on  15  June,  1601  ; 
the  xvith  chief  of  Muskerry  also,  '  Cormock  McDermod  McTeige 
MacCarthy  of  Blarney  Esq10,'  being,  with  some  followers,  included  in 
the  same  grant.§ 

*  The  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Herbert  Webb  Gillman,  of  Clonteadmore,  Co.  Cork,  for  the 
following  descriptive  sketch  and  genealogy. 

t  Fiant,  No.  5903,  2  Dec.  xxxvii.  Eliz.,  which  mentions  the  castles  and  lands  of  Clonmeen 
and  castle  and  lands  of  Drominine,  and  79  other  townlands,  "all  in  Poble  I.  Callaghan,  Co. 
Cork,  extending  from  Glanda  Ieyhe  and  Molyne  Intrynnane  on  the  West,  to  the  water  of  Clyedagh, 
Bearny-ny-mohir,  Bearny-Inclynowe  on  the  East,  and  from  Portidicih  and  Bear-Icanhen  on  the 
South,  to  the  foss  of  Ballynowe  on  the  North." 

X  Fiant  5908,  7  Dec,  xxxvii.  Eliz.,  "Grant  under  Queen's  letter  to  Conoghor  O'Callaghan, 
alias  '  O'Callaghan '  of  Drominine  ...  of  all  the  castles,  lands  and  tenements  in  Co.  Cork, 
which  bave  come  to  the  Queen's  hands  by  his  charter  of  surrender  (5903).  To  hold  for  ever  by 
the  service  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  Knight's  fee." 

§  Fiant  6407,  of  15  June  xlii.  Eliz. 
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O'Callaghan's  pedigree,  five  generations,  compiled  by  that  born 
genealogist,  Sir  George  Carew,  Lord  President  of  Munster,  appears 
in  the  Carew*  MSS.,  wherein  his  wife's  surname,  as  above,  is  given 
in  full,  and  his  own  grandmother,  the  wife  of  Teige  roe  ('  red ') 
O'Callaghan,  is  shown  as  Ellen,  daughter  of  Donogh  McDonogh 
MacCarthy,  chieftain  of  Duhallow,  Co.  Cork,  another  sept  under  the 
MacCarthymore ;  and  this  Donogh's  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the 
MacCarthy  Mor  (whose  son  Donal  was,  in  1565,  created  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  Earl  of  Clencarre),  and  his  mother  was  a  dau.  of  '  Butler  of 
Cahir,'  of  the  house  of  Ormond.  It  is  this  connection  that  probably 
gave  rise  to  the  erroneous  statement  given  by  Playfair,  that  John 
Gillman's  wife  was  granddaughter  of  the  Earl  of  Clancarty. 

The  Irish  chieftains  of  Co.  Cork  attended  on  the  Earl  of  Essex 
while  he  was  in  their  county  in  1599.  The  '  Pacata  Hibernia ' 
mentions  his  capture  of  the  Castle  of  Cahir,  above  referred  to,  and 
his  "  receiving  the  Lord  of  Cahir,  and  the  Lord  Roche  with  some  others 
into  protection."  Among  these  others  was  Lord  Roche's  neighbour, 
O'Callaghan  of  Clonmeen;  and  it  was  in  this  way  that  John  Gillman 
must  have  met  Miss  O'Callaghan.  John,  however,  seems  to  have 
not  obtained  lands  by  his  wife  ;  indeed,  the  Queen's  policy  of  '  sur- 
render and  regrant'  had  not  yet  had  the  full  effect,  which  it  afterwards 
achieved,  of  altering  the  common  possession  of  land  by  the  clan  into 
the  separate  possession  of  lands  by  the  clansmen  as  tenants  under 
their  chief  as  a  mere  landlord  ;  and  thus  the  chieftain's  interest  was 
still  not  much  more  than  a  life-interest.  He  could  not  devise  lands, 
and  so  John  took  part  of  lands,  forfeited  by  another  clan,  at  Curraheen, 
Co.  Cork,  which  remains  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants  to  this  day. 
His  will  (7  Jan.,  1644)  appears  to  be  that  of  a  Protestant ;  only  two 
sons — though  he  is  said  to  have  had  three — are  mentioned  therein  and 
shown  in  Ulster's  pedigree,  viz.  : 

I.     Stephen,  of  Curraheen. 

II.     Henry,  of  Carrigrohane. 

Besides  daughters,  as  mentioned  in  Pedigree  A.  herewith. 

*  Lamb.  Carew  cod.  635,  fol.  124,  and  V.  fol.  45  dorso. 
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I.  Stephen  had  five  sons  :  John,  Robert,  Stephen,  Sylvester  and 
Henry.  The  marriage  bonds  of  John  (1679),  °f  Robert  (1695),  and  of 
Henry  (1686),  are  all  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  Dublin.  John's 
descendants  became  extinct  in  the  male  line  on  the  death  of  Sir  John 
St.  L.  Gillman,  Bart.,  n  March,  1817  ;  Robert  left  no  issue,  according 
to  the  pedigree  registered  in  1809  by  the  Ulster  King  of  Arms,  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman ;  and  Henry's  only  son,  Philip, 
died  early,  unmarried,  and  Stephen  and  Sylvester  also  died  unmarried. 
(See  Pedigree  A.  following  this  chapter.) 

II.  Henry,  second  son  of  John,  of  Curraheen,  settled  on  the 
adjacent  townland  of  Carrigrohane,  near  where  the  old  castle  of  this 
name  still  stands.  He  seems  to  have  led  an  agricultural  life,  as  quiet 
as  the  troublous  times  in  which  he  lived  could  allow  him.  He  held 
his  lands  on  lease  from  the  grantees  or  purchasers  of  forfeited  lands. 
In  his  time  many  English  came  as  '  settlers '  into  Co.  Cork,  and 
bought  for  small  sums  lands  from  Queen's  grantees,  or  from  the 
descendants  of  native  chiefs,  who  had  already  become  owners  in 
severalty  of  lands,  which  (before  the  '  surrender  and  regrant ' 
policy)  had  been  the  common  property  of  the  Irish  clans,  according 
to  the  laws  of  Tanistry.  Henry  appears  to  have  contracted  three 
marriages,  though  the  Ulster  King  of  Arms,  in  1809,  has  recorded 
only  two,  owing  to  an  oversight  arising  from  the  fact  that  Henry's 
last  two  wives  were  each  called  Maude.  By  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth 
(surname  not  known),  he  had  an  only  child,  James,*  who  is  not  men- 
tioned in  his  father's  will.  By  his  other  wives,  Maude,  dau.  of  James 
Ellwell,  of  Bandon,  Co.  Cork,  or  Maude,  sister  of  Lieut.  Theophilus 
Carey,  he  had  issue  : 

II.  Henry,  d.  s.p.* 

III.  Richard,  of  whom  presently. 

IV.  John,         1  of  whom  nothing  is  recorded  by  the  Ulster  King 
V.  Thomas,  )       of  Arms. 

And  a  dau.,  Magdalen,  living  under  age  1657. 
Henry,  of  Carrigrohane,   died  in   Sept.,   1657,   leaving   his  will, 
dated  the  previous  23  July,  and  proved  Pr.  Ct.  26  July,  1658. 

*  According  to  the  Pedigree  of  1809,  before  mentioned,  James  and  Henry  died  s.p. 


84  The  Gillmans  of  Ireland. 

Richard,  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Henry,  was  the  founder 
of  the  familes  well  known  in  Co.  Cork,  of  Gurteen,  Old  Park 
(Shanacloyne),  and  of  Clonteadmore,  the  surviving  line  in  that  county. 
He  thus  deserves  a  short  history.  He  is  mentioned  as  conditional 
co-legatee  with  Richard  Carey  (s.  of  Lieut.  Theophilus  Carey)  in  the 
will  dated  19  July,  1654,  of  Richard  Hawes,  an  English  settler  in  Co. 
Cork.  Hawes  had  come  with  money  to  the  county,  and  acquired  a 
large  number  of  townlands  by  purchase  from  chieftains,  or  on  leases 
at  low  rents  from  Royal  grantees.  He  married  a  widow,  Ellenor 
Ellwell,  who  had  an  only  child,  Mary  Ellwell,  by  her  first  husband. 
Hawes,  who  had  no  child  of  his  own,  devised  to  this  Mary,  his  step- 
daughter, all  his  lands,  provided  she  should  marry  with  her  mother's 
consent,  but  "  if  the  said  Mary  shall  be  headstrong,  &c,"  then  the 
lands  should  go  to  Richard  Gillman  and  his  co-legatee  above  named. 
Mary  married,  with  due  consent,  Philip  Cross,  then  of  Carrigrohane, 
and  they  settled  at  Cronody,  five  miles  west  of  that  place,  one  ot 
Hawes'  lands,  by  the  banks  of  the  River  Lee,  which  townland,  con- 
taining 364  acres,  Hawes  had  bought  from  Cormac  MacCarthy,  a 
kinsman  of  the  Chief  of  Muskerry.  This  land  of  Cronody  and  another 
of  Hawes'  lands,  Kilgubnet,  remain  in  possession  of  the  Cross  family 
to  this  day.  The  close  connection  between  Richard  Gillman  and  the 
Ellwell  and  Cross  families,  however,  continued,  for  Richard,  who  had 
himself  got  possession  of  and  lived  on  the  townland  of  Finnis,  near 
Bandon,  is  soon  found  holding  on  lease,  from  Cross,  the  lands  of 
Gurteen  adjoining  thereto,  but  in  a  different  parish,  being  one  of  Rd. 
Hawes'  lands.  Gurteen,  containing  640  acres,  was  valued  at  ^800  a 
year  in  A.D.  1802 ;  it  has  a  history  of  its  own,  being  part  of  the  Barony 
of  Kinalmeaky,  24,000  acres,  Co.  Cork,  held  by  the  Clan  O'Mahon, 
which  barony  was  all  forfeited  to  Queen  Elizabeth  after  the  Earl  of 
Desmond's  rebellion,  A.D.  1583,  and  divided  among  certain  grantees, 
called  '  undertakers.'  Gurteen  was  obtained  by  Hawes  from  Henry 
Becher,  of  Castle  Mahon  (now  Castle  Bernard,  and  the  seat  of  Lord 
Bandon),  descendant  of  a  grantee,  at  a  head-rent  of  only  ^10  per  ami., 
with  covenant  to  "  provide  three  footmen  with  shot  and  pike  to  serve 
said  H.  B.  to  be  employed  in  the  King's  Service" — a  picture  of  the 
times. 
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Richard  Gillman  married  a  wife  called  Mary,  believed  to  be  of 
the  Baldwin  family,  whose  lands  of  Curravordy  (now  Mt.  Pleasant, 
&c),  adjoin  Gurteen  and  Old  Park,  and  from  which  family  Richard's 
son,  Herbert,  took  his  second  wife,  Sarah.  From  Mary's  family  came 
the  name  '  Herbert '  to  the  Gillmans.  Richard  died  before  25  June, 
1 7 16,  when  his  widow  Mary  and  son  Herbert  are  found  taking  a  new 
lease  of  Gurteen  from  Philip  Hawes  Cross  at  the  rent  of  jfbo  a  year  ; 
he  left  issue  : 

Herbert,  only  son,  of  whom  presently ; 

And  four  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Barbery  and  Ellen, 
who  married  the  gentlemen  recorded  by  Ulster,  the 
last  two  into  the  O'Callaghan  family.    (Ped.  A.  infra.) 

The  marriage  bonds  of  Herbert  and  his  four  sisters  are  all  extant 
in  the  Public  Record  Office,  Dublin.  The  widow,  Mary,  lived  on  till 
1737,  and  her  will,  dated  12  Dec.  in  that  year,  shows  her  to  have  been 
a  woman  of  decided  character. 


Herbert,  known  as  Herbert  1st,  of  Old  Park  (Shanacloyne),  only 
son  of  Richard,  married  three  times,  a  sort  of  occurrence  not  uncommon 
among  the  Gillmans  from  the  time  of  John,  Gentleman  Harbegier  to 
Queen  Mary,  and  his  father.  His  first  wife  was  Jane,  third  dau.  of 
John  Webb,  of  Cloheenmilcon,  Clonteadmore,  and  many  other  lands  in 
Co.  Cork.  The  marriage  settlement  of  Herbert  and  Jane  is  dated 
11  April,  1724,  and  settled  the  lands  of  Gurteen  on  the  issue  male; 
and  thus  the  Gurteen  branch  became  the  senior  of  this  line.  From 
this  marriage  there  was  issue  two  sons  : 

I.     Richard,  who  died  in  his  sixth  year. 
II.     John,  of  Gurteen,  of  whom  presently. 

Richard  is  known  only  by  his  tomb,  still  standing  in  Temple- 
martin  Churchyard  and  bearing  this  inscription  : — "  Here  lyeth  the 
body  of  Richard  Gillman,  the  son  of  Harbart  Gillman,  who  died  May 
the  1311  1 73 1  in  the  sixth  yeare  of  his  age."  He  of  course  does  not 
appear  in  Herbert's  will  or  any  subsequent  family  deed. 

G 
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Herbert's  second  wife  was  Sarah,  dau.  of  Henry  Baldwin,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  the  marriage  taking  place  at  Christ  Church,  Cork,  on  4  May, 
1732.  By  her  he  had  issue  an  only  child,  and  IIIrd  son,  Herbert, 
known  as  Herbert  2nd,  of  Old  Park.  This  Herbert,  though  the 
younger  surviving  son,  seems  to  have  been  his  father's  favourite,  for 
besides  acquiring  the  lands  of  Knock-a-rushealig,  settled  on  him  by 
the  marriage  settlement  of  his  parents,  he  gained  under  his  father's 
will  not  only  the  extensive  lands  of  Old  Park,  on  which  the  later  family 
residence,  covered  with  ivy,  still  stands,  but  also  those  of  Moskeagh 
and  Clonmoyle,  Co.  Cork.  Herbert  2nd,  of  Old  Park,  married  firstly 
Elinor  Sturs,  in  1765;  and  secondly,  Catherine  Hawkes,  in  1767,  as 
shown  in  Ulster's  pedigree,  and  carried  on  the  well-known  line  of 
Gillmans  of  Old  Park  ;  which,  however,  decayed  in  this  century,  and 
the  survivors  emigrated  to  America  about  A.D.  1850. 

The  third  wife  of  Herbert  1st,  of  Old  Park,  was  Penelope  (married 
23  Feb.,  1744),  2nd  dau.  of  Philip  French,  of  Gurrane,  in  the  parish  of 
Temple-martin  aforesaid,  and  also  of  Cork  City,  and  Sheriff  thereof  in 
17 12  and  Mayor  17 15.  By  her,  Herbert  left  issue  two  daughters  :  1st, 
Penelope  French,  wife  (married  in  1768)  of  Jonas  Bernard,  of  Carhue, 
near  Bandon,  of  Lord  Bandon's  family  ;  and,  2nd,  Mary,  who  was 
living  in  1757.  Herbert  himself  died  in  or  before  1765,  leaving  a 
parchment  will  dated  31  Dec,  1757,  in  duplicate,  one  copy  of  which 
was  duly  proved  in  the  Prerog.  Court,  Dublin,  and  the  other  is  still 
among  the  family  deeds  of  the  Clonteadmore  family.  Flerbert  was 
succeeded  in  Gurteen  by  his  elder  surviving  son, 

John  Gillman,  of  Gurteen  and  other  lands.  Clonteadmore  had 
gone  into  the  hands  of  the  Warren  family,  who  leased  to  the  Carey 
family,  before  mentioned.  The  Carey  interest  was  re-purchased  by 
Herbert  G.  (b.  1791,  d.  1877),  and  the  Warren  head-rent  by  his  son, 
Herbert  Webb  G.,  still  living,  and  who  holds  the  townland  in  fee. 
John  married  2^  October,  1751,  Sarah,  dau.  of  Ralph  Clear,  Provost 
of  Bandon  in  years  1744  and  1747,  and  a  well-known  man*  in  the 
history  of  that  town.     Sarah  is  traditionally  remembered  as  a  very 

*  See  "History  of  Bandon,"  by  Geo.  Bennett.     Edn.  1869. 
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beautiful  woman.  The  marriage  settlement  made  between  her  and 
John  entailed  the  Gurteen  lands  on  their  male  descendants — a  pro- 
vision, however,  which  was  defeated  afterwards  by  the  female  issue  of 
his  eldest  son.  John  died  in  1770,  leaving  by  his  will,  dated  3rd  April 
of  that  year,  the  lands  of  Gurteen  (so  settled)  and  the  townlands  of 
Shannacashel  and  Artitigue  to  his  eldest  son,  Richard ;  and  to  his 
other  children,  in  equal  shares,  the  townlands  of  Mamoocky,  Keel- 
hannan,  with  other  lands  and  a  sum  of  ^600  in  money.     He  left  issue  : 

I.     Richard,  of  Gurteen,        \ 
II.     Herbert,  of  Rushfield,      >    of  whom  presently. 
III.     Webb,  of  Lakefield,  ) 

And  a  dau.,  Mary,  who  married,  3  March,  1785,  John, 
eldest  son  of  Corliss  Hawkes,  of  Carhue,  Par. 
Magourney,  Co.  Cork,  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann 
Crooke,  of  the  Crookestown  family. 

Mary  d.  3  Sept.,  1822,  and  her  husband  on  3  June,  1804;  both 
buried  in  the  Hawkes'  tomb,  in  Temple-martin  aforesaid. 

I.  Richard,  of  Gurteen,  eldest  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1752  ; 
he  was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  but  lived  a  quiet  life  in 
Bandon,  near  the  bulk  of  his  property.  He  married  into  an  old  and 
wealthy  family,  his  wife  being  Elizabeth,  2nd  dau.  of  Francis  Beamish, 
of  Kilmalooda  House,  Parish  Kilmalooda,  Co.  Cork,  and  had  issue  by 
her  three  daughters,  but  no  son.  He  died  in  January,  1796,  leaving 
by  his  will,  dated  25  June,  1795,  the  townlands  of  Gurteen,  Shanacashel, 
Artitigue,  Ballycoughlan,  East  Drinagh,  Littergorman,  Currycrowly 
and  Knockaneedy,  and  houses  in  Bandon,  in  equal  undivided  shares, 
among  his  three  daughters  : 

1 .  Mary  Ann, 

2.  Elizabeth, 

3.  Jane, 

Who  were  regarded  as  co-heiresses,  and  were  quickly  married.  After 
their  father's  death  their  mother  had  moved  with  them  to  the  town  of 
Kinsale,  then  '  the  Brighton  '  of  Co.  Cork,  where  there  was  a  large 
society  of  residents  and  military  and  naval  officers.     The  Register  of 
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the  very  ancient  Church  of  St.  Multose,  in  that  town,  has  numerous 
entries  of  marriages  between  women  of  all  classes  there  and  military 
and  naval  men  ;  and  there  are  also  entries,  about  1794  and  onwards, 
of  deaths  among  French  prisoners  detained  in  Charles  Fort,  near  the 
town — a  sad  reminder  of  the  Napoleonic  struggle. 

Mary  Ann  married  15  Nov.,  181 7,  at  that  church,  John  Howard, 
of  an  English  family,  Major  in  the  96th  or  Queen's  Own  Regiment, 
who  died  in  1821,  and  left  issue.  She  died  in  1858  and  was  buried  at 
Kilmalooda.  Elizabeth  married  5  Jan.,  18 15,  Isaac  Henry  Hewitt,  an 
officer  in  the  army,  appointed  as  Lieut. -Colonel  to  command  the  24th 
Portuguese  Regiment,  one  of  those  raised  during  the  Peninsular  War. 
He  was  2nd  son  of  Isaac  Hewitt,  of  Clancoole,  near  Bandon  aforesaid. 
He  died  in  1828  and  she  in  1856,  and  left  issue.  Jane,  the  youngest 
daughter,  married  21  Sept.,  1820,  Simon  Davies  Crooke,  of  Oldtown, 
Par.  Magourney,  Co.  Cork,  in  which  parish  William,  one  of  the 
Crookestown  family  (descendant  of  Sir  Thomas  Crooke,  Bart,,  who 
founded  an  English  settlement  in  Baltimore,  Co.  Cork,  in  1608),  had 
settled  about  1750.  She  died  in  Dec,  1881,  and  he  in  7  June,  1862, 
both  buried  at  Magourney  ;  they  left  issue  an  only  child,  Warren 
Gillman  Crooke,  J. P.,  of  Oldtown,  who  d.  22  March,  1888,  leaving  an 
only  son,  now  living. 

II.  Herbert,  2nd  son  of  Richard,  of  Gurteen,  lived  at  first  at 
Neucestown,  and  held  the  townland  of  Rushfield,  Par.  Kinneigh, 
where  he  finally  settled  and  died.  He  married  a  Mary  Coghlan,  of 
whom  little  is  known,  and  died  s.p.  He  wrote  a  short  history  of  the 
family,  of  which  the  original  is  extant  at  Clonteadmore,  and  a  copy 
exists  in  the  Betham  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum. 

III.  Webb,  the  3rd  son  of  Richard,  claimed  the  lands  of  Gurteen 
as  next  heir  male  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Herbert,  s.p.  But  it 
was  found  that  the  entail  purported  to  be  made  by  John's  marriage 
settlement  in  1751  could  not  stand,  as  the  property  was  a  leasehold, 
though  at  a  small  rent,  and  not  being  held  in  fee  simple  could  not 
then  be  entailed.     Webb  consoled  himself  by  marrying,  26  Jan.,  1786, 
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Catherine  Crooke,  3rd  and  youngest  dau.  of  William  Crooke,  who  had 
settled  at  Derreen,  in  Magourney  aforesaid,  about  1750.  Webb  built 
a  house  on  and  settled  on  her  share  of  her  father's  lands  of  Nadrid, 
Clonteadbeg  and  Knockane-owen,  the  share  known  as  Lakefield. 
Webb  died  3  Jan.,  1821,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  tomb  at  Temple- 
martin.  She  died  17  Jan.,  1854,  and  was  buried  in  the  Crooke  vault 
at  Moviddy,  near  Crookestown.     Webb  left  issue  : 

I.     John,  bap.  6  March,  1 789 ;  bur.  Magourney,  1 8th  same  month. 
II.     Herbert  1st,  of  Clonteadmore, 


III.  Webb,  2nd  of  Lakefield,  )  °f  Wh°m  preSe"tly- 

IV.  Richard,  bap.   17  June,   1799,  of  Riverstown,  who  d.  unm. 

25  Jan.,  1850. 
And  three  daughters — Elizabeth,  Alice  and  Mary — whose 
marriages,  &c,  are  fully  set  out  in  the  Ulster  King's 
pedigree,  Table  A. 


Herbert  Gillman  1st,  of  Clonteadmore,  bap.  16  Oct.,  1791,  elder 
surviving  son  of  Webb,  of  Lakefield,  inherited  half  of  those  lands,  and 
with  his  son  re-purchased  Clonteadmore,  as  aforesaid.  He  married 
firstly,  Esther,  3rd  dau.  of  John  Barter  Bennett,  surgeon,  of  Cork,  and 
of  the  Haremount  family,  who  was  distinguished  in  the  history  of  Cork 
of  his  time.  J.  B.  Bennett's  wife  was  Margaret,  4th  dau.  of  Rev.  Ed. 
Weekes,  Prebendary  of  Kiibrittain,  Co.  Cork,  who  had  died  in  1791, 
leaving  six  daughters  unprovided  for.  These  ladies,*  who  had  many 
friends,  amassed  a  large  fortune  by  taking  Government  contracts  in 
the  time  of  the  war  with  France.  Herbert  and  his  children  shared  in 
the  wealth  thus  amassed,  which  he  himself  added  to.  Esther  died 
3  Jan.,  1842,  and  was  buried  in  the  Bennett  tomb,  at  Carrigrohane. 
On  12  Oct.,  1847,  Herbert  married,  secondly,  Sarah  Honeywood 
Pollock  Skottowe,  3rd  dau.  of  Richard  Neville  Parker,  of  Waterview, 
Co.  Cork, — the  same  family  as  connected  with  the  Baronet's  line — 
and  his  wife,  Margaret,  dau.  of  Rt.  Hon.  John  Skottowe,  of  Chesham 

*  Rev.  Geo.  Salmon,  D.D.,  F.R.S.,  Provost  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  is  son  of  Helen, 
one  of  these  ladies;  and  the  most  Rev.  John  Dowden,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and  Edward 
Dowden,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  English  Literature  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  are  also  grandsons 
of  Margaret,  who  married  John  Barter  Bennett. 
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Hall,  Co.  Norfolk,  and  Ex-Governor  of  St.  Helena.  Sarah  died  s.p. 
2  April,  1878,  and  Herbert  on  2  Dec,  1877;  both  buried  at  Magourney. 
His  will,  dated  16  Jan.,  1877,  was  proved  30  Dec.  following.  He  had 
issue  by  his  first  wife  : 

One  son,  Herbert  Webb  Gillman,  of  Ceylon  Civil  Service,  and 
Clonteadmore,  of  whom  presently,  and  four  daughters : 

1.  Margaret,  wife  (m.  26  June,  1856)  of  Edward  Henry  Ruby, 

of  Curragh,  eldest  son  of  Henry  Ruby,  of  Knockane, 
of  the  Killetra  (Mt.  Ruby)  family;  both  living  1895, 
and  have  issue. 

2.  Catherine  Crooke,  who  died  in  her  3rd  year. 

3.  Susan  Weekes,  wife  (m.   1   June,    187 1)  of  William  Howe 

Hennis,  a  banker,  only  son  of  Francis  Hennis,  of 
Ballinaboy,  Co.  Cork.  She  died  s.p.  11  Jan.,  1873  ; 
buried  at  Magourney. 

4.  Elizabeth  Bennett,  wife  (m.  28  Dec,  1871)  of  Robert  Conner 

Madras,  M.D.,  of  Dripsey,  Co.  Cork,  3rd  son  of  Rev. 
John  Henry  Madras,  Prebendary  of  Donoughmore, 
Dio.  Ross,  Co.  Cork.  Dr  Madras  died  s.p.  7  July, 
1884.     She  living  1895. 

Webb  Gillman  2nd,  of  Lakefield,  bap.  19  July,  1795,  second 
surviving  son  of  Webb  1st,  of  same  place;  lived  at  Lakefield  and 
married  11  Sept.,  1844,  Elizabeth,  2nd  dau.  of  Thomas  Gardiner,  of 
Scart,  Co.  Cork.  He  died  on  3  June,  1857,  and  she  on  26  March, 
1890;  and  both  lie  buried  in  the  Crooke  family  vault,  at  Moviddy 
aforesaid.     They  left  issue  : 

I.     Webb,  died,  a  medical  student  and  unmarried,  2  April,  1864. 
II.     Thomas  Herbert,  of  Lakefield  aforesaid,  married    12    Oct., 
1893,  Maria  Catherine  Beecher  (Minnie),  5th  dau.  and 
youngest  child  of  Winthrop  Baldwin  Sealy,  J. P.,  of 
Gortnahorna,  Par.  Rathclaren,  Co.  Cork;  both  living 
1895. 
And  two  daughters  : 
I.     Catherine  Crooke,  died  in  infancy  4  Oct.,  1849. 


HERBERT    WEBB    GILLMAN,   Esq.,    B.A.,   B.L., 

Judge  in  Ceylon  (retired), 

Of  Clonteadmore,  Coaehford,  Co.  Cork,  Ireland. 
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Elizabeth  Jane,  wife  (m.  30  July,  1885)  of  Richard  Hayes 
Barter,  of  Annesgrove,  Par.  Kilbonane,  Co.  Cork, 
and  has  issue  a  son,  Richard  Webb  Barter  ;  all 
living  1895. 


Herbert  Webb  Gillman,  of  Clonteadmore,  only  son  of  Herbert 
1  st,  of  that  townland,  is  still  living,  and,  by  Sir  John  St.  L.  Gillman's 
pedigree,  registered  1809,  is  the  present  representative  of  the  Gillman 
family  of  Co.  Cork.  He  was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
where  he  graduated  as  Mathematical  Gold  Medallist  in  1853,  and  was 
reading  for  a  Fellowship  there  when  he  was  offered  and  accepted  a 
post  in  the  Ceylon  Civil  Service.  In  this  he  served  20  years,  being 
engaged  at  various  times  in  nearly  every  branch  of  that  service.  In 
1859  he  was  employed  by  the  Ceylon  Government,  with  the  consent  of 
that  of  Madras,  as  Ambassador  to  the  Rajah  of  Pudukotta,  to  negotiate 
for  a  supply  of  Cooly  laborers  for  the  Coffee  Estates  in  Ceylon,  a 
negotiation  successfully  carried  out.  He  was  a  Judge  in  the  District 
Courts  of  Kandy  and  of  Galle,  and  afterwards  was  moved  thence  to 
the  post  of  Treasurer  of  that  Colony,  with  seats  in  the  Legislative 
and  Executive  Councils,  in  which  capacity  he  carried  out  the  many 
and  troublesome  details  of  the  change  of  currency  in  187 1-2  from 
£.  s.  d.  to  rupees  and  cents. — a  decimal  coinage.  He  retired  from 
that  service  in  1875,  but  had  leave  to  return  to  it  at  his  own  option 
within  a  space  of  two  years.  He  did  not  avail  himself  of  this  privilege, 
however,  nor  of  offers  made  him  by  Lord  Beaconfield's  Government 
of  a  post  in  Mauritius,  and  another  afterwards  in  Cyprus.  He  pre- 
ferred to  indulge  some  literary  tastes  at  home  and  attend  to  the 
education  of  his  two  sons.  Mr.  Gillman  is  a  Barrister  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  Vice-President  and  a  Founder  of  the  Cork  Historical  and 
Archaeological  Society,  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
Ireland,  &c,  and  holds  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Co.  Cork. 
He  married  30  Aug.,  1866,  Annie,  2nd  dau.  of  Francis  Mackwood,  of 
Scarborough,  Yorkshire,  and  Galboda  and  other  estates  in  Ceylon, 
who,  dying  in  1883,  left  his  large  property  in  equal  shares  between 
his  children.     Both  are  still  living  and  have  issue  two  sons, 
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I.  Herbert  Francis  Webb  Gillman,  educated  at  Dulwich  College 
and  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,  a  Member  of  the 
Indian  Civil  Service.  Covenant  dated  31  August, 
1888;  living  unm.  1895. 
II.  Webb  Webb  Gillman,  educated  at  Dulwich  aforesaid. 
Living  unm.  1895  ;  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
Horse  Artillery.  Commission  dated  27  July,  1889. 
And  one  dau.,  Francis  Hetty  Webb,  educated  at  Dulwich 
High  School.     Living  unm.  1895. 


On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  pedigrees  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  Gillmans  of  Ireland,  all  descendants  of  the  original 
John  Gilman  of  1599,  viz.: — 

Pedigree  marked  A. — Gillmans  of  the  County  of  Cork,  as  recorded 
by  the  Ulster  King  of  Arms,  Sir  William  Betham,  in  1809,  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman,  and  continued  to  the  present 
date  by  Herbert  Webb  Gillman,  of  Clonteadmore,  Co.  Cork. 

Pedigree  No.  1. — The  descendants  of  Stephen,  the  eldest  son  of 
John  Gillman  (1599),  as  registered  by  the  present  Ulster  King  of 
Arms,  in  the  Record  Office,  Dublin,  1894-5. 

Pedigree  No.  2. — Believed  to  be  the  descendants  of  James,  eldest 
son  of  Henry,  the  second  son  of  John  Gillman  (1599). 

Pedigree  No.  3. — The  Gillmans  of  Belrose,  believed  to  be  the 
descendants  of  Henry,  eldest  son  by  the  second  wife  of  Henry,  second 
son  of  John  Gillman  (159ft). 


THE    GILLMANS    OF    IRELAND, 
PEDIGREE    No.   i. 


The  decendants  of  Stephen,  the  eldest  son  of  John 

Gillman  f/jppj,  as  registered  by  the  present 

Ulster  King  of  Arms,  in  the  Record  Office, 

Dublin,  Jan.  yth,  i8g$. 


THE    GILLMANS     OF    IRELAND.— PEDIGREE    No.    i. 


The  Senior  Branch. 


Kilbro  login  ,  Co.  I  ork. 

,1.  s.p. 

29  April,  1746. 


Stephen  Gi 

of  Curraheen  in  tlie  C 

\V01  Zl  July,  1678,     Pr< 


JOHN    GILLMAN 

of  Curraheen  in  the  County  of  Cork. 

Will  17  January,  1644.     Proved  in  Cork  22  February,  1644. 

married — Eleanor — dau.  of  Cnogher  O'Callaghan 

of  Clonmeen  in  the  County  of  Cork,  and  The  Abbey  O'Dorney  Co.  Kerry, 

by  his  wife — Ellen — dau.  of  Lord  Muskerry  Earl  of  Clancarty 

and  Grand  daughter  of  The  Earl  of  Ormonde. 


As  Registered  by  the  Ulster  King  > 
Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle,  Ja 


Henry  Gillm, 
Ml'  C.irrigrohane  in  the  C01 
Will  23  July,   1657.      ProvJ 


Madeline,  sister  to 

Tlififiliilus  Carey  of 

Camgrohane. 


E.  Crosse 

of  Crosshaven  Co.  of  Cork 

and  Crosses  Green  Cork,  she  was  mate 

great  grand  mot  I  it:  o\  John,  last 

Karl  of  Wandeiford. 


Henry  Gillman. 


John  GILLMAN 

of  Curraheen  in  the  County  of  Cork. 

b.  20  July  1O44 

m.  z8  June,   1070— Man — dau.  of 

Col.  Heyward  St.  Lcger,  M.P. 

of  Castlemore  and  Heywanls  Hill 

io  the  County  of  Cork. 


111.  11  '  >a_  11.70  — Margaret    -daughter  of 
■       Colonel  John  Swetc  of 

Tiraolcai^e  Ca^tk  and  M.,h..ii  1^1  Co.  of  Cork. 

I 


Stephen  Gillman 

of  Clashmartel  in  the  Co.  of  Cork 

b.  b  April,  1649 

Will  |.LM\td  |iy  his  ItuiIilt  Sylvester 


■:.iil'.    I-  li.--.itn.-th  who  m. 

Mallieu    liut-.hin-.Ti   iss 

Mary  and  Elizabeth. 


Robert  Gillman 

of  The  Cove  Kinsak  and  Clashmartel  Co.  Cork 

b.  4  Sept.  1681. 

m.  9  Oct.  1722— Alice — dau.  of 

Richard  Gookin  of 
Killgarriff  in  the  Co.  of  Cork. 


Philip  Gillman. 


S  Dec.  1723 — Martha  Anne— sistc 

Sir  Emanuel  Moore  Bart.  (7,h) 

of  Maryboro  Co.  of  Cork. 


in.     Elizabeth  Anne— dau.  of 

Harding  Parker  of  Ilillbr. .. .1;l  Co.  of  Cork 

Uiyh   Sheriff  1729  and  Mayor  of  Cork    1740,  and  by  her  (who 

m.  secondly  Sir  Henry  Martin,  Bart.) 


b.  25  March     1732. 


rL-hm.irtel  Co.  Cork 


Traclon  Co.  of  Cork. 


Sylvester  Gillman 
of   Killgubnet   in   the  Co.  of  Corl 
b.  3  Nov.  1729. 
m.  14  Sept.  1767— Ellen— daugliti 
>ookstowTj,  Co.  of  Cork  |. 
|ane,  dau.  of  Thomas  Copi    ,. 
i  dan.  of  John  Copinger.     m.  Charles  1 1  *1'  Duke  of  Norfolk], 


■  Johi    St.  1. 1  01  r  Gillman,  Bart. 

I  i  iht.iIk.l-ii  iii  lb'.  County  of  Cork. 
Jov.  1756.    Created  Baronet  1  Oct.  1799. 

1  ■;■)■■,  —  ^ii-.lhm  1I1   -  daughter  ol 


St.  l.ii.KK  Hkvwaku  Gillman 

b.  [5  May.  1753. 

I  nptain  hi  the  Honorable  East 

I111J1.1  1  ' I'-iin  '-   Si  rvice,  and 


of  Curraheen  and  Cove  Kinsolc, 

late  Capt.  75"'  Highland 
Reg'  of  Foot.    d.  7  April,  [829, 


.  13  Tune,  1798. 

\chilles   Daunt 


J-  iHNST.l   BG1  B 

b.3SJa">794. 
25  1  ictober,  1812. 


FKAMrt.S,  LKT1TIA. 


I"  iJuiiL-raik*,  Co.  of  Cork. 


Cork,  leaving 
an  only  child 


Rear  Admir.,1  ['region. 


James  Svlveste      Gillman. 


1   Browne        John  Gillespie 


ROBERT  Gillman. 


(('Sullivan      Sir  Malhc 


1,  Bart.         30  April,   1888. 


Wakkln  Ckuuke  Gillma 


d.  s.p.  30  Nov.  187S. 


Daniel  Francis  Gillman. 


Joseph  Nelson  of  Oldham,  Laiuashirc,  and  Cousin  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelson. 


Vn.-1'iK  Si.  Legkr  Gili 


Mary  Frances. 


THE    GILLMANS    OF    IRELAND, 
PEDIGREE    No.   2. 


Believed  to  be  the  decendants  of  James,  eldest  son  of 
Henry,  the  second  son  of  John  Gillman  (i^gg). 


THE    GILLMANS    OF    IRELAND.— PEDIGREE    No.   2. 

BELIEVED  TO   BE 

The  Descendants  of  James    Gillman,  the  eldest  son   of  Henry,  the  second  son   of  John  Gillman   of  fjpp. 


JAMES   GILLMAN 

eldest  son  of  Henry  Gillman  of  Carrigrohan 

(only  child)  by  his  first  wife  Elizabeth. 

Left  issue  by  his  wife  Bridget,  her  will 

being  dated  9th  June,  1689,  and  probate 

thereof  was  granted  29th  June,  1689,  to  her  son 

John  Gillman 

believed  to  have  married  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hill 

of  Ballinbohilly,  Kinsale,  Co.  Cork,  and  left  issue 


John  Gillman 

of  Ballinbohilly,  Kinsale. 

Will  19  Feb.  1784.     Ad"  to  his  nephew  Hill  Gillman  25  Jan. 

m.  Mary  Holmes. 

d.  s.p. 


[786. 


Benjamin  Gillman 

of  Ballinbohilly. 

Will  7  July,  1792.    ProvJ  17  May,  1793. 

m.  25  March,  1762, 

Anne  Carbery. 


Catherine 
Anderson. 


Mary 
m.  29  Dec.  1751. 
Robert  Fowler. 


Hill  Gillman 

of  Ballinbohilly. 

Will  8  Oct.  1817.     ProvJ  7  Aug.  1818. 

He  left  issue  by  his  wife  Sarah,  who  d.  15  April,  1824. 


Holmes  Gillman 
Will  14  Jan.  1831.     Provd  15  Aug.  18 
m.  13  May,  1796, 
Catherine  Stanley. 


John  Gillman 

b.  1760.     d.  1830. 

m.  28  Sept.  1795, 

Margaret  Sutherland. 


Edward  Gillman 

b.  d.  1805. 

m.  14  June,  1792, 

Catherine  Gillman 

of  Faulobus. 


Anne.    b.  1796. 


John  Gillman 

of  Sandycove,  Kinsale. 

m.  22  April,  1817, 

Martha  Long 

of 

Hollyhill. 


Hill  Gillman 
b.  1793.    d.  1867. 
m.  15  Jan.  1818, 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
James  Gillman 
of  Oakmount. 


Benjamin  Hill 

Gillman 

of  Knocknacurra  House. 

m.  20  Oct.  1829, 

Margaret  Precilla 

Kingston. 


Richard  Gillman 

of  Sandycove,  Kinsale. 

d.  1890.  m.  19  Oct.  1838, 

Elizabeth  Gregg 

of  Castleview, 

Buttevant,  Co.  Cork. 


Eliza 

m.  9  Jan.  1813, 

Mich'  Wren. 


Catherine 

m.  i9Aug.  1817, 

G.  Long. 


Ellen 
m.9  Aug.  1S03, 
W.  Branslield. 


Mary 

m.  4  Nov.  1833, 

Barry  Gregg 

of  Castleview, 

Buttevant. 


m.  22  May,  1832, 
Anne  Dawson. 


Anne 

4  Oct.  1832, 

George  Jago 

of  Clonmeen, 

Co.  Cork. 


Benjamin 

b.  1793. 

i.  same  year. 


James  Benjamin, 

(RevJ) 

b  31   May,  1800. 


Sarah 

d.  1S16, 

aged  8  yeai 


John 
21  May, 
1820, 
d.y. 


John 
b.  1822. 


Hill 
b.  1824. 


Eliza  Long. 


Richd  Long 

b.  12  Nov. 

1826. 


George 
b.  8  Jan. 


Theophkena 
b.  1821. 


Charlotte 

b.  1825. 

d.y. 


Hill 

b.  23  April,  1822. 

d.y. 

(drowned). 


John 

b.  3  Aug. 

1829. 


Mary. 
b.  1820. 


Ellen 
b.  1824. 
d.  1830. 


Strickland  Geough 
b.  10  April,  1837. 


Rich"  William. 


Elizabeth. 

Henry  George  Gillman 
of  the  Farm,  Bandon, 

son  of 
Cap1.  George  Gillman 
by  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Waring  and  nephew  of 

Hon"'  Mrs.  Smyth 

Bernard,  of  the  Farm, 

Bandon. 
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The  Gillmans  of  Be/rose,  Co.  Cork,  believed  to  be  the 

decendants  of  Henry,  eldest  son  by  the  second  wife 

of  Henry,  second  son  of  John  Gillman  (i^gg). 
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Relieved  to  be  the  Descendants  of  Henry  Gillman,  the  etdest  son  by  the  Second  Wife  of  Henry  Gillman,  '  son  of  fohn  Githnan,  of  1599. 


■.   ■■ 


,& 


:"-J.'°ui' 


I'.iil-,     M„viu,.„ 

"'"XI       «&wrMi! 


iSj^    L>.li.i   .lju.  of      ofBanilon. 


Benne'TG,0,c' 


.s4.\         p.i8wS 


Gillian  of  "'        of^dH)  Militia         tbwihom  L 


1.  at  m.  at   UcFrr.il  ,•;•>.  m     ,i    If..,,..,  ,k|?.    „,.  :1,  r,M.fi>; 

droit  I9A0R.  i%4.  m-.il    Li,i...„  ;\.,v    •■•■-,  1;-,,,!  .1 

-;(r  i  i  ■■ 

onaJd  181-9,  leaving  Nicholson.           Chalttris.  Chules  Will 


1S49.  "*S*. 
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848.  b.  1844. 
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Extracts  from  the  Imperial  Parliamentary  Blue  Book  of  Estates  in 
Ireland  held  in  fee  simple,  &c,  1876,  known  as  the  "Domesday 
Book  of  Ireland" 

FAMILY   OF   GILLMAN,   COUNTY   OF   CORK. 


No. 

Name  of  Owner. 

Address. 

Extent. 

I 

Gillman,  Anne  Jane  [widow  of 

Herbert  G.]  of  Woodbrook. 

Woodbrook,    Dun- 

A. 

R.       P. 

manway,  Co.  Cork 

195 

2     IO 

2 

Gillman,  Bennett      .... 

Clonakilty      .     .     . 

1827 

0    0 

3 

>> 

Rev.  David    .     .     . 

18 

I  30 

4 

5> 

Edward      .... 

Bandon     .... 

824 

0     5 

5 

iy 

Frances  Alicia  . 

Castlewood  Avenue, 

[Widow  of  Dr.  Thomas  G. 

Rathmines,  Dublin 

542 

3     20 

of  Laurel  Mount.] 

6 

yy 

Bandon     .... 

93 

0     0 

7 

» 

Herbert      .... 

Bachelor's    Quay, 

8 

>> 

Herbert  [of  Woodbrook] 

87 

1    15 

representatives  of 

Dunmanway 

484 

0     0 

9 

>> 

Clonakilty      .     . 

14 

3  3o 

10 

>> 

James 

58 

2  30 

1 1 

jj 

Major  [died  1880]  . 

Retreat,  Clonakilty 

1208 

0     0 

12 

yy 

Mrs 

Dublin 

160 

0  10 

13 

jj 

Robert 

[eldest  son  of  John,  who  was 
eldest  son  of  his  father.  John 
had  two  brothers — Hill  and 
Richard.      The   former    m. 
Elizabeth  Gillman.] 

Sandycove,  Kinsale 

1 1 1 

1   30 

14 

Thomas      .... 

2698 

1   25 

Representatives  of  M.  Chanery 

[Chinery  ?] 

15 

>> 

William     .... 

Castletown,    Bere- 

haven     .... 

160 

3    10 

Note. — The  explanatory  words  in  brackets  are  not  in  the  original. 
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Mary  Anne  Gillman,  daughter  of Gillman,  Esq.,  of  the  Co. 

Cork,  where  he  resided  on  his  estates,  and  niece  of  Rev. Gillman, 

J. P.,  a  landed  proprietor  of  the  same  county,  had  seven  brothers, 
Gillmans,  strict  Orangemen,  from  whom  and  from  her  family  she  was 
estranged  in  consequence  of  her  becoming  a  Roman  Catholic.  From 
description  it  appears  her  seven  brothers  were  of  the  typical  Gillman 
brand — handsome,  fair,  stalwart  men,  standing,  every  one  of  them, 
over  six  feet  high.  She  married  Augustine  Burke,  Esq.,  of  the  Co. 
Galway,  of  a  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  Burke  or  De  Burgh,  of 
which  the  noble  house  of  Clanricarde  is  the  chief,  and  which  numbered 
the  illustrious  Rt.  Hon.  Edmund  Burke  among  its  members ;  and  had 
issue,  all  born  in  Ireland  : 

I.     Henry,  who  died  young. 

II.  Luke,  of  London,  distinguished  for  his  writings.  He  was 
the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  "Ethnological  Journal," 
as  well  as  its  originator  (1848);  and,  for  his  independent 
spirit,  deep  thought,  solid  learning,  remarkable  original 
views  and  intellectual  vigour,  attracted  wide  and 
marked  attention.  Among  his  writings  may  be  men- 
tioned the  following  : — "  Principles  of  Mythonomy," 
"  The  Destruction  of  Atlantis,"  "  The  Nature  and 
Causes  of  the  Physical  Differences  of  Mankind," 
"  Critical  Analysis  of  the  Hebrew  Chronology,"  "  Out- 
lines of  Ethnology,"  "  The  True  Nature  of  Animal 
Mechanism,"  "  Importance  of  Mythology  in  the  Study 
of  Primeval  History,"  "  Spontaneous  Generations, 
and  the  Progressive  Evolution  of  Species"  (1849), 
"  Structural  Analysis  of  the  Book  of  Genesis,"  &c,  &c. 

I.  Mary  Anne  (much  the  youngest  of  the  family),  who  had  for 
Godmother,  Lady  Hubbard,  wife  of  Lord  Hubbard, 
who  was  sent  as  Governor  to  India,  married  Michael 
Balfe,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of  London,  Canada,  formerly  of 
the  Co.  Roscommon,  Ireland,  a  nephew  of  Lord 
Dunsaney  (Plunkett  Family)  ;  and  also  a  member  of 
the  same  family  as  that  of  Michael  William   Balfe, 
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Esq.,  the  celebrated  musician  and  composer,  who  was 
born  in  Dublin,  May  15,  1808,  died  October  20,  1870, 
the  author  of  so  many  well-known  operas,  including 
"  The  Bohemian  Girl,"  "  The  Rose  of  Castile," 
"  Satanella,"  &c,  &c. 

Mrs.  Balfe  was  very  young  when  her  father,  Augustine  Burke, 
died.  Her  mother,  Mary  Anne  (Gillman)  Burke,  now  deceased,  out- 
lived him  many  years.  Dr.  Michael  Balfe  has  long  been  deceased, 
having  left  no  issue.  His  widow,  at  an  advanced  age,  but  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  her  faculties,  still  survives  him,  and  now  resides  in 
Canada. 


Chapter  VI. 


The  Gillmans  of  (St.  Albans)  Hertfordshire 
and  Essex. 


i 


N  the  preceding  Chapter  we  have  followed  to  the  present  day  the 
descendants  of  John  Gilman  of  Twickenham,  the  only  grandson 
of  John  Gilman,  the  '  Gentilman  Harbinger'  to  Queen  Mary. 


It  now  remains  to  trace  the  descendants  of  Henry  Gilman  of 
Deptford  Stronde,  Kent,  the  Keeper  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Storehouses 
for  Navigation  and  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  her  Navy. 

This  Henry  Gilman,  who,  as  we  have  seen  at  the  close  of  Chapter 
III.,  died  at  '  Stebunheathe '  (Stepney),  Middlesex,  and  was  buried  in 
that  Parish  Church,  2nd  April,  1583,  was  the  nephew  of  John  Gilman, 
'  Gentilman  Harbinger,'  being  the  son  of  Richard  Gilman,  his  brother. 

Henry  Gilman  had  by  his  first  wife  Jane,  daughter  of  John 
Staresmore  of  Leicestershire,  two  sons,  Richard  and  Edmond,  as  the 
latter  is  described  in  the  Herald's  pedigree,  or  Edward,  as  mentioned 
in  his  father's  will,  and  two  daughters,  Goddeth  or  Dorathie  and  Joyce. 
By  his  second  wife  Jane  Morley,  daughter  of  Thomas  Morley,  who 
was  his  predecessor  as  Keeper  of  the  Queen's  Storehouses  for  Naviga- 
tion, he  had  two  sons — Dudley  and  Robert — and  two  daughters — 
Ursula  and  Katherine.  Of  these  children  Dudley  and  Ursula  were 
both  mentioned  in  the  Herald's  Pedigree  as  living  in  1574;  whilst 
Robert  was  buried  at  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Deptford,  13th  Jan., 
157 1-2,   and   Katherine    on  the   21st  Nov.,    1573.     Dudley  also  died 
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during  his  father's  lifetime  and  was  buried  in  the  same  churchyard 
2nd  Nov.,  1578,  after  which  Henry  Gilman  probably  moved  to  Poplar, 
in  the  Parish  of  Stepney.  Joyce,  the  eldest  daughter,  married 
William  Warren.  Of  the  other  two  daughters,  Dorathie  or  Goddeth 
and  Ursula,  nothing  certain  is  known,  though  a  Dorathie  Gilman  was 
married  to  Lionel  Morley  at  St.  Michael's  Church,  St.  Albans,  Herts, 
on  3rd  July,  1593  (see  page  102). 

To  trace  what  became  of  Henry's  two  sons,  Richard  and  Edward, 
was  a  work  of  some  difficulty,  but  a  clue  was  found*  in  the  pedigree  of 
the  Staresmore  family,  given  in  the  "  Herald's  Visitation  of  Leicester- 
shire," Harl.  MS.  in  the  British  Museum.  It  there  states  that  Jane 
Staresmore  married  "  Henry  Gilman  of  St.  Albans."  A  search  of 
the  Parish  Registers  at  St.  Albans,  Herts,  showed  several  entries 
of  baptisms  of  children  of  a  Richard  Gilman,  and  in  the  Herald's 
pedigree  of  "  Spencer  of  St.  Albans,"  given  in  the  "  Visitation  of 
Herts,"  Harl.  MS.,  1546,  it  appears  that  Anne,  daughter  of  Robert 
Spencer  of  St.  Albans,  married  Richard  Gilman  of  St.  Albans.  There 
can  be  no  question  as  confirmed  by  further  corroborative  evidence  but 
that  this  was  Richard  Gilman,  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  Gilman  of 
'  Deptford  Stronde.' 

The  children  born  to  Richard  Gilman  by  Anne  his  wife,  of  whom 
there  have  been  found  entries  in  the  several  Parish  Registers  in  St. 
Albans,  were : 

Frances,  a  daughter,  bapt.  26th  Nov.,   1584,  at   St.  Peter's,   St. 
Albans. 

Henry,  baptised  16th  Nov.,  1585,  at  St.  Peter's,  St.  Albans. 

Richard,       „        17th  Nov.,  1586,  „  ,, 

William,       ,,       20th  Dec,  1590,  at  the  Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans. 

Anne,  „        12th  Jan.,  1594,  at  St.  Peter's,  St.  Albans. 

Mary,  „        19th  June,  1597,  „  „ 

*  The  writer  is  indebted  for  this  and  other  information  concerning  Henry  Oilman's  family  to 
Mr.  Herbert  Webb  Gillman  of  Clonteadmore,  Coachford,  Co.  Cork. 
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On  Oct.  22,  1596,  Mr.  Richard  Gillman,  Gent.,  was  buried  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  in  St.  Albans.  Besides  the  above  children  Richard 
Gilman  had  three  sons,  Thomas,  Edward  and  Robert,  whose  christen- 
ings are  not  to  be  found  at  St.  Albans,  but  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  some  Chancery  proceedings  which  Richard,  the  eldest  son,  in  May, 
1623,  took  against  his  maternal  uncle's  widow,  Margaret  Spencer. 
The  Baptism  Register  of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  St.  Albans,  does 
not  go  back  prior  to  1597,  having  been  lost  or  destroyed  previous 
to  that  date.  It  is  not  improbable  that  these  three  sons  were 
baptised  in  that  church.  Robert  signs  his  name  as  Robert  Guilman 
to  a  deed  dated  2nd  June,  1627,  in  which  he  is  described  as  "one 
of  the  sonnes  of  Richard  Gyllman."  (See  pedigree  at  the  end  of 
this  Chapter.) 

This  deed  is  in  connection  with  a  property  called  '  Stonehall/ 
at  St.  Albans,  and  forms  to  this  day  one  of  the  title  deeds  to 
the  property.  From  these  it  is  shown  that  'Stonehall'  was  the 
place  of  residence  of  Richard  Gilman  and  was  leased  to  him  by 
his  father-in-law,  Robert  Spencer,  by  deed  dated  13th  April,  28 
year  of  Elizabeth  or  1586.  On  the  12th  of  May,  34  Elizabeth  or 
1592,  Richard  Gilman  assigned  his  lease  to  Richard  Belfeld  of  St. 
Albans,  Gent. 

The  present  house  called  '  Stonehall '  is  not  the  same  building, 
though  standing  on  the  same  site  as  the  house  occupied  by  Richard 
Gilman. 

The  existing  edifice  is  built  of  red  brick  and  does  not  appear 
to  old  be  more  than  100  or  150  years  old.  It  stands  at  the  top 
of  the  Meat  Market  at  the  bottom  of  St.  Peter's  Street,  occupying 
one  of  the  most  important  sites  in  the  city,  and  is  now  utilised 
as  solicitors'  offices.  There  is  nothing  particularly  noteworthy 
about  the  building,  but  it  is  very  interesting  to  be  able  at  this 
distant  date  to  identify  the  site  of  the  house  occupied  by  the 
eldest  son  of  Henry  Gilman,  Commissioner  of  the  Navy  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign. 
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r  Street  runs  out  of  St.  Peter  -   ^:reet  and  was  no  doubt 
named  after  a  family  connected  with  the  Gilmans. 

In  the  year  1588  all  England  was  agitated  by  the  prospect 
of  the  threatened  Spanish  Invasion  and  the  destruction  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Navy  by  the  "  Invincible  Armada,"'  and  levies  were 
universally  made  to  defend  the  country  against  the  expected  foe. 
Amongst  other  towns  that  furnished  troops  was  St.  Albans,  Herts, 
and  in  the  records  of  the  Corporation  of  that  town  is  a  book,  dated 
Feb.  27,  1587,  containing  at  the  end  memoranda  of  the  arms  and 
men  raised  in  St.  Albans. 

There  is  first  list  jf  : ;  '  corsletts,"  from  which  it  appears  each 
City-  Company  or  Guild  had  to  furnish  a  corslett  and  a  trained  man 
and  the  inhabitants  had  to  find  the  rest  between  them.  In  two 
instances  an  inhabitant  each  found  one  corslett  and  one  trained  man 
at  their  own  expense.  One  of  these  two  inhabitants  was  M  Mr. 
Richard  Gillman,"  and  the  man  whose  expense  of  training  and 
maintenance  he  bore  in  addition  to  his  equipment  was  Richard 
Norton.* 

Richard  Gilman  died  in  October,  1596,  probably  rather  suddenly, 
as  he  left  no  will,  but  Letters  of  Administration  were  taken  out  by 
his  widow,  Anne  Gilman,  on  nth  Nov.,  1596,  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury,  and  commission  was  again  further  issued  on 
22nd  May,  1606,  to  his  son  Henry,  to  administer  his  estate,  Anne 
Gilman,  his  relict,  having  died  before  the  completion  of  the 
administration . 

Henry  Gilman,  the  eldest  son,  was  buried  at  St.  Peter's  Church, 
St  Albans,  on  the  9th  March,  1612-13.  Letters  of  Administration 
were  applied  for  by  his  brother  Richard  near.  rars  afterwards 

and  were  granted  on  17th  Jan.,  1622-3.  The  delay  in  making  the 
application  is  explained  by  a  law  suit,  which  will  be  mentioned 
present.y. 

*     •  Corporation  Records  of  St.  AD  A.  E.  Gibbs.  F.L  - 
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Who  Richard  Gilman,  the  eldest  surviving  son,  married  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  the  following  baptisms  of  his  children  appear  in 
the  Register  of  St.  Albans  Abbey  Church  : 

Richard,  on  the  19th  Oct.,  16 10. 
Marie,  on  the  1st  Feb.,  161 2-13. 

Besides  these  there  is  an  entry,  "On  July  10,  1608,  James  sonne 
of  Mr  Richard  Gilman  Maior  was  baptised  at  the  Abbey  Church  of 
St.  Albans."  This  would  indicate  that  Richard  Gilman  was  Mayor 
of  St.  Albans  in  1608,  but  in  the  list  of  Mayors  ot  St.  Albans  the 
name  is  given  as  Richard  Gilm^,  as  stated  in  the  "  Corporation 
Records  of  St.  Albans,"*  and  the  same  Richard  GWmcf  appears  as 
Mayor  again  in  161 8  and  Robert  G'\\mct  in  1612. 

A  further  investigation,  assisted  by  Mr.  William  Brigg,  a 
genealogist  and  antiquarian,  and  Editor  of  the  "  Herts  Genealogist 
and  Antiquary,"  to  whom  the  writer  is  indebted  for  many  of  the 
entries  in  the  Parish  Registers  of  St.  Albans,  shows  that  there  were 
two  families  in  St.  Albans,  the  Gilmans  and  Gilmets,  and  that  the 
names  are  frequently  confused  in  the  local  records. 

This  entry  no  doubt  referred  to  the  baptism  of  James,  a  son  of 
Richard  Gilmr/,  who  was  Mayor  of  St.  Albans  in  that  year.  The 
clerk  must  have  made  a  mistake  and  put  Gilman  instead  of  Gilmet  ; 
perhaps  Richard  Gilman  may  have  been  talking  to  him  at  the  time 
he  was  writing  the  entry. 

In  May,  1623,  Richard  Gilman  commenced  a  Chancery  suit 
against  a  Margaret  Bayley,  alias  Margaret  Spencer,  the  reputed 
widow  of  his  uncle,  John  Spencer,  his  mother's  brother. 

These  proceedings  are  to  be  found  in  the  Record  Office,  London  ; 
they  present  some  degree  of  interest  and  the  following  abstracts  made 
from  the  original  Records  tell  their  own  story  : 

"Chancery  Proceedings  B.  &  A.     Ja\  I.     G  10.  N°.  55. 

"  1  May,  1623.  Richard  Gillma/i,  gent,  Son  &  heir  of  Ann  Spencer 
late  decd,  who  was   ist  married  to  Richard  Gillman,  gent,  father  of 

*  "Corporation  Records  of  St.  Albans,"  by  A.  E.  Gibbs,  F.L.S. 
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orator*  Rd  Gillman,  who  was  administrator  of  the  goods  &c  of  his  Said 
Mother  as  also  of  the  goods  &c  of  Henry  Gillman  his  brother  late 
decd.f 

"  Robert  Spencer  of  S1  Albones  C°  Hert.,  sd  orator's  grandfather 
(whose  next  heir  said  orator  now  is)  was  possessed  of  a  great  personal 
estate  &  of  lands  in  the  Counties  of  Hertf — Bedf — Northon  &  else- 
where &  had  only  2  children  Viz  : — John  Spencer  now  decd  &  Ann 
orator's  mother  &  by  his  will  dated  26  Aug.  1584  he  left  lands  to  his 
right  heirs  for  ever.     Sd  Rd  Gillman  is  now  his  only  right  heir. 

"  One  Margaret  Bayley  ats  Spencer  pretending  to  be  the  widow 
of  the  s'1  John  Spencer  having  long  been  servant  to  the  s'1  John  Spencer 
&  by  her  being  attendant  on  him  in  his  infirmity  &  weakness  h  gaining 
great  power  over  him  &  finding  it  her  only  advantage  '  by  craft  & 
subtiltie'  to  work  upon  his  weakness  &  draw  his  estate  into  her  hands 
as  well  as  that  she  had  from  his  s'1  father,  she  presumed  so  far  notwith- 
standing she  was  a  woman  of  mean  credit  &  no  estate,  to  publish  a 
marriage  between  herself  &  yor  orator's  uncle  pretended  to  have  taken 
place  some  few  years  before  his  death  in  his  great  weakness  in  a  remote 
&  obscure  place  far  from  his  dwelling.  The  minister  who  married 
them  was  not  in  orders  but  a  mere  layman  &  for  his  abuse  of  this  kind 
driven  to  flee  the  country.  By  her  influence  she  not  only  got  into  her 
hands  the  disposing  of  his  property  but  also  caused  a  will  to  be  written 
in  the  name  of  the  said  John  Spencer  purporting  that  he  gave  his 
houses  in  St.  Albans  aforesd  to  Margarett  his  welbeloved  wife,  also 
the  residue  of  his  goods  including  plate,  jewels  &c,  &  made  her  sole 
executrix.  She  also  caused  a  clause  to  be  inserted  that  sd  orator  was 
to  have  all  his  (John  Spencer's)  lands  &c  in  Bedfordshire  except  his 
wife's  third  during  his  life,  but  after  his  decease  to  one  Robert  Gillman 
&  his  heirs,  whereas  in  truth  srt  lands  in  Bedfordshire,  after  death  of 
s'1  John  Spencer  without  issue,  were  to  remain  to  sd  orator  by  virtue  of 

*  The  old  name  for  petitioner  or  plaintiff. 

t  This  explains  why  Letters  of  Administration  were  not  taken  out  to  administer  the  estate  of 
Henry  Gilman  till  ten  years  after  his  death.  Henry  was  buried  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  according 
to  the  Register  of  that  Parish,  on  Mar.  9,  16 12-3,  and  Richard  his  brother  took  out  Letters  of 
Administration  on  the  17th  Jan.,  1622-3,  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  qualify  himself  as  his  adminis- 
trator in  this  Chancery  suit. 
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the  will  of  Rob1  Spencer  &  after  the  death  of  sd  John  Spencer,  sd 
Margaret  by  colour  of  sd  pretended  will  made  by  herself,  hath  not 
only  possessed  herself  of  your  Orator's  goods  and  chattels  but  also 
of  his  mother's  plate  &c,  &  hath  in  her  possession  all  the  evidences 
charters  &  writings  concerning  sd  lands  &  has  taken  possession  of  sd 
houses  in  Sl  Albones  &  of  divers  other  lands  belonging  to  sd  orator. 
Desires  writ  of  subpoena  to  be  issued  against  Margaret  Bayley  ats 
Spencer." 

"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Jas.  I.     G  10.  N°.  55. 

"  14  May,  1623.  Answer  of  Margaret  Spencer y  widow,  deft,  to  the 
bill  of  comptt  of  Rd  Gilman  gent,  acknowledging  that  Rob*  Spencer 
left  bequests  of  plate  &c  to  Anne  Spencer  as  set  forth  in  the  bill  &c 
&c.  but  denies  that  they  ever  came  into  her  husband's  hands.  Henry 
Gilman's  [brother  of  orator  Rd]  lands  sold  for  about  ^700.  After  death 
of  Henry  Gilman  John  Spencer  paid  to  Mary  Gillman  afterwards 
married  to  Able  Swyneton*  and  Anne  Gilman  (Henry's  sisters)  £20 
each  &  ^100  each  to  Thomas,  Edward,  William,  &c  Robt.  Gilman, 
brothers,  &  £20  to  John  Parlor,  half  bror  of  Henry  on  the  mother's 
side. 

"  She  was  servant  to  her  late  husband  20  years  before  she  married 
him  in  the  parish  Church  of  Sandey,  Beds.  She  has  several  deeds  in 
her  possession  concerning  the  houses  in  Sl  Albanes  devised  to  her 
by  her  sd  late  husband,  wch  she  hopes  she  may  keep  for  the  maintenance 
of  her  defence  to  her  right  &  title  to  them." 

"  Replicacion  of  Rd  Gilman  to  ans1'  of  Marg1  Bayly  ats  Spencer. 
Wishes  to  vindicate  reputation  of  his  uncle  J.  Spencer.  His  mother 
Anne  Spencer  received  basin  &  ewer  &c  by  will  of  her  father,  Rob1 
Spencer.  John  Spencer  was  entitled  to  lands  in  tail  at  Blougham, 
C°  Beds,  &c," 

*  In  the  marriage  licences  granted  by  the  Bishop  of  London  : — "Sept.  18,  1618,  Abel 
Swynerton  of  Sl.  John's,  Walbrook,  London,  Silkman,  and  Mary  Gilman,  Spinster,  dau.  of 
John  Gilman,  deca.,  of  St.  Albans,  at  Trinity  Minories,  London."  (The  name  John  is  evidently 
a  mistake  for  Richard.) 
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"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Jas.  I.     G.  10.  N°.  12. 

"  [No  date.]  Rejoinder  of  Margaret  Spencer,  to  replicacion  of 
Rich''  Gillman,  gent. 

"  Maintains  the  will  of  her  late  husband  was  his  deliberate  act,  & 
that  her  marriage  with  him  (John  Spencer)  was  legal,  &  that  no  plate 
belonging  to  plaintiff's  grandfather  ever  came  into  her  husband's  hands, 
except  those  left  her  by  him  in  his  will.  Maintains  sl1  Henry  Gilman 
before  he  came  to  her  husband's  house  (during  the  illness  of  which 
H.  Gilman  died)  had  spent  much  of  the  money  for  wch  he  had  sold 
his  lands.  He  had  nothing  left  but  his  clothes,  &  at  his  death  J. 
Spencer  pd  for  his  funeral  &  also  distributed  sev1  sums  to  H>  Gilman's 
brothers  &  sisters,  amongst  the  rest,  £100  to  Pltff." 

The  suit  dragged  on,  meantime  the  defendant's  solicitor,  Twiford 
Wath,  gent.,  believing  that  his  client  had  a  good  case,  married  her, 
and  Margaret  Bayley,  alias  Spencer,  became  Margaret  Wath. 

Richard  Gilman  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  dismayed  at  this 
coalition  and  did  nothing  more  in  the  case  for  five  terms  and  on  the 
29th  Jan.,  1624-5,  upon  the  application  of  the  defendant,  the  matter 
was  dismissed  with  costs  against  the  plaintiff,  Richard  Gilman,  where- 
upon, on  8th  February,  1624-5,  a  fresh  application  was  made  to  the 
Court. 

"Chan:  Decree  &  order  1624  B.  p.  614. 

"  8  Feb.  1624-5.  Richard  Gilman  pit,  Margaret  Spencer  now  wife 
of  Twiford  Warth,  gent,  deft.  By  an  order  of  29  Jan.  last  upon  informa- 
tion that  the  parties  to  the  suit  had  done  nothing  in  it  for  5  terms  the 
matter  was  dismissed  with  costs  as  Sir  John  Mitchell  Knt.  one  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court  should  tax  and  assess,  which  costs  have  since 
been  taxed  accordingly.  The  Counsel  on  both  sides  now  deny  the 
information  of  that  order,  and  produce  a  petition  from  Pltff  asking 
exam"  of  his  witnesses.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  cause  and 
costs  be  suspended  until  both  parties  be  heard." 
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Search  has  been  made  to  the  end  of  1628,  but  no  further  action 
appears  to  have  been  taken  by  Richard  Gilman  in  the  matter.  The 
suit,  therefore,  must  have  been  dismissed  with  costs. 

Twiford  Wath  obtained  possession,  in  June,  1627,  of  '  Stonehall,' 
formerly  the  residence  of  Richard  Gilman,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing particulars  taken  from  one  of  the  title  deeds  thereof,  by  permission 
of  Richard  Gibbs,  Esq.,  J. P.,  the  present  owner  of  the  property. 

"  On  2  June  3  Chas.  (1627)  Robert  Gyllman  gent  one  of  the  sonnes 
of  Richard  Gyllman  late  of  Sf  Albans  co  Hertf.  esq  dec1  and  of  Anne 
his  wife  one  of  the  sisters  of  John  Spencer  of  S*  Albans  esq.  dec'1 
after  reciting  that  said  John  Spencer  by  will  dated  18  Aug.  1622 
amongst  other  things  gave  to  Margaret  his  wife  now  wife  of  Twyford 
Wath  of  Sl  Albans  gent  for  her  life  &  after  her  decease  to  sd  Robt. 
Gyllman  the  messuage  called  the  Stonehall — now  in  consideration  of 
^72  said  Robert  Gyllman  granted  the  said  messuage  to  said  Twiford 
Wath." 

This  deed  is  signed  Robert  Guilman,  as  will  be  seen  from  this 
facsimile  of  the  signature  : — 


f^cri   €^na^_ 


The  name  of  Gilman  disappears  from  the  Parish  Registers  of  St. 
Albans,  Herts,  after  the  year  1650,  or  the  date  of  the  commencement 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  we  shall  have  to  seek  for  it,  after  this 
period,  in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Essex.  Before  doing  so  it 
may  be  well  to  trace  what  became  of  Edward  or  Edmund  Gilman,  the 
second  son  of  Henry  Gilman  of  '  Deptford  Stronde.'  * 

In  the  Register  of  Marriage  Licences  issued  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  is  the  following  entry. 

*  He  is  called  Edward  in  his  father's  will  and  Edmund  in  three  different  Herald's  pedigrees 
(see  page  47).     An  alias  or  confusion  in  Christian  names  was  not  uncommon  at  these  periods. 
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"Dec.  1583.  Edmund  Gylman  Gent  and  Florence  Tucker  of  St. 
Magdalen  Milk  Street  dau.  of  Wm  Tucker  of  the  City  of  Exeter  dec'1, 
at  St.  Magd"  afs'1."  That  this  was  the  same  Edmund  or  Edward  is 
possible,  but  the  following  burial  at  St.  Peter's  in  St.  Albans,  Herts, 
is  no  doubt  the  same  person  :  "Buried  1586,  Sep.  13.  Edward  Gilman 
Gent." 

Dorathie,  the  sister  of  Richard  and  Edward,  who  probably  resided 
with  them  at  St.  Albans  after  her  father's  death,  in  1583,  was  married 
in  1593,  as  we  have  seen,  at  the  neighbouring  Church  of  St.  Michael's, 
in  vSt.  Albans,  to  Lionel  Morley,  having  the  same  surname  as  her 
stepmother  and  therefore  probably  a  relative  of  the  same. 

The  other  Gilman  entries  in  the  Register  of  the  Abbey  Church  in 
St.  Albans  are  : 

"Baptism.     9  Dec.  1576     Elizabeth  Gilman  filia  Thome." 

"do.        10  Sept.  1643     Ann  the  doughter  of  Andro  Gilman  by 

Ann  his  wyfe." 
"do.       24  Aug.  1645     Joane  doughter  of  Andrew  Gillman  by 

Anne  his  wife." 

And  in  the  Marriage  Licences  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans: 

"July  14.  1594.  Thomas  Gilman  of  St.  Stephen's  and  Dorothy 
Bunchley  of  the  same,  maiden." 

In  the  Marriage  Register  of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  St.  Albans  : 
"  16  July  1 6 14.     Thomas  Gyllman  et  Elizabetha  Wells." 

And  in  the  Burial  Register  of  the  Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans  : 
"  29  June  1 62 1.  (Buried)  Elizabeth  wife  of  Thomas  Gilman." 

The  last  Thomas  Gilman  was,  no  doubt,  a  son  of  Richard  Gilman 
(the  1st)  of  St.  Albans,  and  the  same  as  mentioned  in  the  Chancery  suit 
of  Richard  Gilman  v.  Margaret  Spencer,  in  1623.  He  was  apparently 
married  twice,  first  to  Dorothy  Bunchley,  in  1594,  in  which  case  he 
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must  have  been  older  than  his  brother  Richard,  who  was  not  born  till 
1586,  and  secondly  to  Elizabeth  Wells,  in  1614. 

The  relationship  of  the  first  Thomas  Gilman,  whose  daughter 
Elizabeth  was  baptised  in  the  Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans,  in  1576,  is 
uncertain,  but  he  may  have  been  a  brother  of  Henry  Gilman  of 
Deptford  and  Stepney,  who  resided  at  St.  Albans  previous  to  his 
Government  appointment.  Nothing,  again,  is  known  of  the  Andrew 
Gilman,  whose  daughters  Ann  and  Joane  were  baptised  in  the  same 
church  respectively,  in  1643  and  1645.  He  may  have  been  a  son  of 
Richard  (the  2nd)  or  a  son  of  Thomas.  The  other  brothers  of 
Richard  (2nd),  William  and  Edward,  do  not  seem  to  have  resided 
in  St.  Albans. 

Edward  Gilman  became  a  merchant  at  Tecoe,  in  the  Island  of 
Java,  East  Indies,  in  the  year  161 7,  being  a  Member  of  the  East  India 
Company,  then  recently  formed  by  the  Merchants  of  London,  and 
incorporated  in  the  year  1600  by  Royal  Charter.  A  special  fund  of 
;£  1,600,000  was  subscribed  by  the  London  merchants  in  161 7-18  for 
establishing  'factories'  in,  and  trading  with,  the  East  Indies,  under 
concessions  granted  by  the  Mogul  of  Hindustan,  Edward  Gilman's 
name  appearing  as  one  of  the  merchants  in  the  factory  at  Tecoe,  in 
papers  connected  with  the  East  Indies,  China  and  Japan,  for  161 7-1 621, 
preserved  in  the  Record  Office,  London,  and  published  in  the  "Calendar 
of  State  Papers,  Colonial  Series,"  as  follows : 

"1617.  July  14.  Art.  114.  Consultation  in  the  Factory  of  Tecoe. 
The  first  and  second  merchants  of  Tecoe,  [John]  Millward  and  Robert 
Everard,  having  died  and  Patteson  being  appointed  to  Bantam  Island 
of  Java),  it  was  thought  fit,  however,  that  he  should  remain  principal 
at  Tecoe,  as  he  had  been  instituted  by  Capt.  Keeling.  And  Geo. 
Pyborne,  through  sickness,  desiring  me  to  return  home,  Lewis  Smyth 
is  to  succeed  him.  Signed  by  Wm.  Methold,  Henry  Patteson,  Lewis 
Smyth,  Peter  Xedham,  Edward  Gilman,  on  the  20th  of  August,  in  the 
presence  of  the  above  written.  Richard  Harryes  purser's  Mate  of  the 
Unicorn,  was  appointed  to  assist  Patteson." 
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According  to  a  despatch  from  Henry  Patteson  to  President 
George  Ball  at  Bantam,  dated  July  28,  161 7,  Edward  Gilman  was 
appointed  as  Lewis  Smyth's  successor  at  Tecoe. 

In  a  letter  dated  Succadana  (Borneo),  Feb.  20,  1 619,  from  Cokayne 
and  Hayward  to  Staverton  at  Macapar,  they  speak  of  the  arrival  of 
three  junks  from  Patani  (the  Malay  Peninsula),  "  also  a  letter  from 
Gilman,  who  says  he  is  chief  there." 

Shortly  afterwards  the  Dutch  appear  to  have  attacked  and  captured 
these  English  merchant  vessels  and  factories  at  Tecoe  and  Patani. 

On  May  2,  1620,  "  aboard  the  Bull,  Jacatra  Road,"  writes  Capt. 
Robert  Adames  to  the  East  India  Company  :  "  Arrived  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  28  Nov.  last  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  ;  and  on 
14  March  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda  where  were  12  Dutch  Ships.  No 
small  grief  to  him  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  the  Dragon,  Bear  Expedition, 
and  Rose,  taken  at  Tecoe  1  Oct.  1619,  The  Sampson  and  Hound  taken 
at  Patani  17  July,  16 19,  the  Star  taken  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda  Aug. 
1 61 9  Capt.  Jourdain  Slain  in  the  Sampson,  and  Sir  Thos.  Dale  died  of 
the  flux,  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel.  Death  of  John  Garterson  and 
John  Griffin.  Anchored  in  Jacatra  Road,  17.  March;  sent  for  ashore 
by  the  Dutch  General,  who  bid  him  very  welcome,  and  all  seemed 
very  glad  of  their  good  news. 

"  Encloses  list  of  the  names  of  the  prisoners  with  the  Dutch, 
which  at  his  request  the  Dutch  General  delivered  to  him,  so  that  when 
he  met  the  English  fleet,  there  were  153  men  in  the  Bull. 

"The  names  of  such  men  as  were  released  by  the  Dutch  General, 
and  received  aboard  the  Bull.  Total  5 1 .  Among  whom  are  George 
Muschampe,  Thos.  Hackwell,  Master  of  the  Sampson,  Marmaduke 
Steventon,  Arnold  Browne,  Peter  Eliot,  Barth  Churchman,  Robert 
Hackwell,  Wm.  Piborne,  Edward  Gillman,  Edward  Channer,  John 
Owen,  Surgeon,  Wm.  Rewney,  Surgeon,  Joseph  Prat  [March  31 
OC  Vol.  VII.  No.  847]."* 

*  "Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Colonial  Series,  East  India,  China  and  Japan,"  1617-1621. 
Record  Office,  London. 
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This  Edward  Gilman  could  have  been  none  other  than  the  grand- 
son of  Henry  Gilman,  the  Commissioner  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  navy. 
A  search  would  be  in  vain  to  find  another  endowed  with  the  pluck  and 
knowledge  necessary  for  such  an  enterprise,  and  this  Edward  Gilman 
may  be  considered  to  be  the  earliest  colonist  amongst  the  Gilmans ; 
his  namesake,  Edward  Gilman,  having  left  Hingham,  Norfolk,  and 
arrived  at  Hingham,  in  America,  in  1638,  twenty-one  years  later. 

It  is  singular  that  two  Edward  Gilmans  of  two  distinct  families 
should  be  imbued  with  the  same  spirit  at  so  nearly  the  same  date. 

We  have  no  record  of  Edward  Gilman's  death,  but  the  other 
brother,  William,  apparently  died  abroad,  as  stated  in  Letters  of 
Administration  taken  out  on  5th  Oct.,  1648,  by  Mary  Gilman,  wife  of 
William  Gilman,  described  as  of  Stepney,  Co.  Middlesex.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  his  grandfather,  Henry,  died  at  Stepney  ;  probably 
William  inherited  some  of  his  property  there. 

In  a  survey  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  made  between  the  years 
1669  and  1674,*  it  is  stated  that  a  William  Gillman  held  43  acres  of 
land  in  St.  John's  parish.  This  could  not  have  been  the  William 
Gilman  above  mentioned,  but  it  may  have  been  the  son  of  William 
Gilman  of  Stepney,  who  '  died  abroad.' 

Robert  Gilman,  the  other  brother  of  Richard  (2nd),  after  having 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  Stonehall  to  Twiford  Wath,  entered  the 
service  of  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  sister  to  Charles  I.,  as  appears  from 
the  following  in  the  "  Calendar  of  State  Papers"  : 

"Charles  I.,  Domestic  Series,  1628-1629,  Vol.  cxxn. 

"  9  Dec.  1628,  Art.  30. 

"  Licence  to  Joseph  Moore,  Alexander  Foster,  Robert  Guilma?i 
and  Joseph  Townsend,  with  the  rest  of  their  company,  Servants  to  the 
lady  Elizabeth  his  Majesty's  sister  to  practice  the  playing  of  Comedies, 

*  "Calendar  of  State  Papers,   Colonial  Series,   America  and  "West  Indies."     Sainsbury, 
1669-1674.     Preserved  in  the  Record  Office,  London. 
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histories,  tragedies  and  interludes,  in  and  about  the  city  of  London, 
or  any  other  place  they  shall  think  fitting." 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  name  is  spelt  therein  GW/man,  which 
corresponds  with  Robert's  signature  to  the  deed  of  1627  assigning 
'Stonehall.'  No  doubt  he  copied  the  older  spelling  of  the  name  in 
his  grandfather's  time,  which  gave  it  a  more  foreign  appearance,  then 
in  fashion. 

This  was  shortly  after  Shakespeare's  plays  were  acted  for  the  first 
time ;  more  than  possibly  Robert  Guilman  performed  a  part  therein 
before  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  who  took  much  interest  in  them. 

Robert  Gilman  appears  to  have  died  at  Bedford  in  1647,  as  Letters 
of  Administration  of  a  Robert  Gilman  of  Bedford  were  taken  out  by 
an  Edward  Gilman  in  that  year,  Edward  being,  of  course,  the  name  of 
Robert's  brother,  the  East  India  Merchant. 

Richard  Gilman,  after  his  defeat  in  the  Chancery  suit  against  his 
maternal  uncle's  widow  and  her  second  husband,  Twiford  Wath,  Esq., 
in  1624,  seems  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  leave  St.  Albans,  and 
to  seek  an  appointment  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Army,  being  recom- 
mended by  the  celebrated  Viscount  St.  Albans,  Lord  Verulam,  more 
commonly  but  erroneously  called  Lord  Francis  Bacon,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Conway,  for  such  a  post  in  the  reinforcements  or 
<  succors  '  then  being  sent  to  the  Palatinate  against  Spain. 

Lord  Bacon  was  at  this  time  living  at  his  family  residence  at 
Gorhambury,  near  St.  Albans,  where  he  had  recently  retired,  after  his 
public  disgrace  and  release  from  the  Tower.  Though  pardoned  by 
the  King,  James  I.,  he  was  not  allowed  to  return  to  Parliament  or  the 
Court,  at  the  time  he  wrote  the  following  letter*  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Conway : 

"  Good  Mr.  Secretary  This  Gentlman  M1.  Ric.  Gilman  who  hath 
been  towards  me  hath  served  formerly  in  Swede  and  in  Russia  and 
the  Low  Countries  and  is  such  a  man  for  a  Lieutenant's  place  in  these 

*  "  Domestic  State  Papers,"  James  I.,  Vol.  CLXVIL,  Article  II.     Record  Office. 
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succors  which  have  now  to  be  sent.  I  recomend  his  sute  unto  you, 
and  shall  give  you  very  hearty  thankes  if  for  my  sake  you  will 
pleasure  him. 

"  I  rest 

"  Your  Very  Affectionate  Friend, 
"  Grays  Inn  "  Fr.  St.  Albans. 

"  3  June  1624." 

On  back  of  letter  : 

"  To  the  R.  Hon. 

"  his  Very  Good  Friend 

"  Mr.  Secretary  Conway." 

This  expedition,  under  the  celebrated  adventurer,  Count  ]\Iansfield, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  fortunate.  In  addition  to  his  French 
and  German  mercenaries,  12,000  Englishmen  were  pressed  into  the 
service  and  placed  under  his  command.  From  Dover,  where  their 
excesses  could  only  be  checked  by  summary  executions,  these  recruits 
sailed  to  Calais  and  thence  to  the  island  of  Zeeland.  Rut  the  crowded 
state  of  the  transports,  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  the  want 
of  provisions  and  accommodation  on  shore,  generated  a  contagious 
disease,  which  carried  off  five  thousand  men  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  and  Mansfield,  though  he  continued  to  advance  in  defiance 
of  every  obstacle,  found  his  army,  when  he  reached  the  Rhine,  so 
weakened  by  sickness  and  the  casualties  of  his  march,  that  he  was 
compelled  to  remain  on  the  defensive.* 

After  this  Richard  Gillman,  no  doubt,  had  had  enough  of  war,  and 
was  very  glad  to  get  back  to  rural  pursuits  in  England,  and  he  appears 
to  have  settled  at  Shenfield,  a  village  and  parish  adjoining  Brentwood, 
in  Essex,f  a  town  about  18  miles  from  London  and  20  from  St.  Albans. 

*  "  Lingard's  History  of  England." 

t  The  tradition  held  by  Sir  John  St.  Leger  Gillman  that  his  family,  the  Irish  Gillmans,  were 
descended  from  the  Essex  Gillmans,  has  after  all  some  foundation  (see  page  60),  though  his 
first  Irish  ancester,  John  Gilman,  did  not  come  from  Essex.  Richard  Gilman,  who  settled  in 
Essex  about  1630,  would  have  been  a  distant  cousin  of  the  Irish  John.  Perhaps  the  relationship 
was  acknowledged  and  acquaintance  kept  up  for  a  generation  or  two  afterwards.  When  the 
author  penned  the  paragraph  on  page  60  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  connection  of  the 
children  of  Henry  Gilman  of  Deptford  and  St.  Albans  with  the  Essex  Gilmans. 
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He  died  in  1656,  his  will  being  proved  by  his  wife,  Mary  Gillman,  on 
Jan.  29,  1657. 

In  his  will  he  leaves  his  property  in  Shenfield  to  his  son  Robert 
Gilman  and  his  daughter  Naylett. 

Robert  Gilman  is  described  as  of  Brentwood,  Essex,  and  in  his 
will  dated  March  18,  1658,  proved  by  his  mother,  Mary  Gilman, 
Aug.  10,  1659,  leaves  his  furniture,  lands  and  tenements  in  Shenfield, 
which  he  inherited  from  his  father,  Richard,  to  his  mother,  Mary 
Gilman,  widow. 

Robert  leaves  legacies  to  his  brother  Richard's  three  children  and 
his  sister,  Jane  Naylett.  This  brother  Richard  was  the  one  baptised 
at  St.  Albans,  19  Oct.,  16 10  (see  page  97),  and  was  the  third  in 
succession  of  that  Christian  name.  He  is  described  in  his  will,  dated 
Oct.  18,  1669,  as  of  Mount  Nessing,  Essex,  an  ancient  parish  and 
village  about  three  miles  north-east  of  Brentwood,  and  adjoining  the 
parish  of  Shenfield.  This  will  was  proved  April  8,  1670,  by  his  wife, 
Elizabeth.  He  leaves  various  houses,  lands,  &c,  to  his  three  sons, 
Richard,  John  and  Thomas. 

The  following  Chancery  Proceedings  evidently  refer  to  this  Richard 
Gilman  (the  3rd)  : — 

"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Mitford.     N°.  2.   iff. 

"2$  Oct.  1 66 1.  Complaint  of  Richard  Gilman  of  Mount  Nessi?ig 
C°.  Essex,  Yeoman.  That  whereas  one  Nathaniel  Gilman  orator's 
brother  in  the  time  of  the  late  unhappy  troubles  in  this  Kingdom  being 
arrested  to  appear  at  the  suit  of  one  James  Duckett,  sd  orator  became 
bail  in  a  bond  for  his  brother  to  John  Sparrow  Esq,  then  High  Sheriff 
of  Essex — sa  orator  having  to  appear,  he  became  again  bound  in  a  bond 
for  £800  to  one  Avery  Sandford,  who  having  since  died,  one  Thos 
Springfeild  has  got  said  bond  with  intent  to  exert  unlawful  advantage 
over  sd  orator." 
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Of  the  three  sons  of  Richard  Gilman  of  Mount  Nessing,  the 
eldest,  Richard,  appears  to  have  died  soon  after  his  father,  as  Letters 
of  Administration  of  a  Richard  Gilman,  late  of  Brentwood,  Essex, 
deceased,  were  granted  to  his  widow,  Mary  Gilman,  on  the  6th  March, 
1678-9.  The  following  refers  to  the  latter  Richard's  nuptial  engage- 
ments : 

In  the  Marriage  Licences  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  West- 
minster :  "In  the  year  1670,  Sept.  5,  Richard  Gillman  of  Rumford, 
Essex,  Gent,  bachelor  about  25,  and  Rebecca  Harris  of  Stepney, 
Middlesex,  Spinster  about  20  her  parents  dead,  at  Stepney  Plasto  or 
Bowe,  Middlesex." 

And  again:  "On  March  9,  1673-4,  Richard  Gillma?i  of  Brent- 
wood, Essex  Gent  widower  about  30  and  Mary  Brand  of  St.  Andrews, 
Holborn  Widow  about  24  at  St.  Catherine  Cree  Church  St.  Andrew 
Undershaft  or  St.  Ethelburgh  London." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  Richard  Gillman,  who,  for  the 
sake  of  distinction  may  be  described  as  Richard  the  4th  (being 
the  4th  in  succession  of  that  name),  was  twice  married,  his  widow, 
Mary  Gillman,  formerly  Mary  Brand,  widow,  nee  Mary  Evans,*  taking 
out,  as  already  stated,  Letters  of  Administration  at  his  death,  five 
years  after  his  second  marriage.  His  first  wife,  Rebecca  Harris, 
lived  in  Stepney,  the  parish  in  which  his  great  great  grandfather, 
Henry  Gilman,  resided  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  and  where 
he  died  and  was  buried.  This  may  have  been  only  a  coincidence, 
or  it  may  indicate  that  the  family  kept  up  an  acquaintance  with  some 
of  the  residents  in  the  old  parish. 

Stepney  at  that  time,  though  close  to  the  City  of  London,  was  a 
country  town  on  the  road  to  Brentwood  and  Rumford,  then  surrounded 
by  fields  and  probably  a  fashionable  suburban  place  of  residence,  but 
now  forms  part  of  the  poor  and  populous  East  End  of  London. 

*  See  the  Chancery  proceedings,  Gilman  v.  Hyett,  on  the  following  page. 

H    2 


io8n     The  Gillmans  of  (St.  Helens)  Hertfordshire  and  Essex. 

Richard  Gillman  (the  4th)  was  an  Attorney  of  His  Majesty's 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  lived,  in  the  year  1673,  at  Shenfield, 
where  his  grandfather  settled  after  leaving  St.  Albans,  in  1624.  After 
his  second  marriage  to  Mary  Brand  he  lived  at  Brentwood.  These 
facts  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  Chancery  proceedings. 
Shenfield,  Mount  Nessing,  Brentwood  and  Romford  are  all  situated 
on  the  main  road  from  London  to  Colchester  and  are  in  close 
proximity  to  one  another. 

The  following  Chancery  Proceedings  refer  to  Richard  Gilman 
the  4th  : — 

"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  486.     Gilman  v.  Foote. 

"27  Oct.  1673.  Richard  Gilman  of  Shenfield,  C°  Essex,  gent, 
Attorney  of  his  Maties  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  settlement  of  moneys 
due  to  him  from  one,  Wm  Foote  of  Shenfield,  for  discharging  duties 
of  a  Solicitor." 


"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  486.     Gilman  v.  Hyett. 

"  29  Oct.  1675.  Richard  Gillman  of  Brentwood  Essex  &  Mary  his 
wife — Richard  Chance  having  intermarried  with  Ann  Hyett,  dec1, 
late  the  relict  of  John  Hyett,  dec'1,  oratrix's  late  grandfather  by 
her  mother  Bridget  Hyett  likewise  deca,  late  the  wife  of  John 
Evans,  father  of  oratrix — concerning  2  acres  of  land  &  a  house  left 
to  oratrix  in  Hereford  of  wch  she  is  deprived  by  one  Robert  Hyett, 
&c.  &c." 


"  Chan.  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  490.     Gilman  v.  Rogers. 

"  12  Feb:  1674/5.  Richard  Gilman  of  Brentwood,  Essex,  gent:  & 
Mary  his  wife  late  the  widow  of  Henry  Brand,  decd, — To  recover  a 
bond  from  one  Rogers,  of  £200  put  into  his  hands  by  Mary  Gilman's 
late  husband  Henry  Brand." 
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"  Chan.  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  491.     Gilman  v.  Whood. 

"  16  May  1678.  Richard  Gilman  of  Brentzuoody  C°  Essex,  gent 
(Attorney) — Suit  to  recover  moneys  from  Henry  Whood  &  at,  for 
services  performed  to  one  Robert  Turney  late  of  Hockley,  Essex, 
Yeoman,  decd." 

"  Chan.  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  491.     Gilman  v.  Wharton. 

"  25  April  1678.  The  Answer  of  Thomas  Wharton  to  the  com- 
plaint of  Richard  Gilman — Believes  it  to  be  true  that  Rd  Gilman  the 
Complt's  late  grandfather  dec'1,  in  the  Bill  named,  was  in  his  life  time 
seized  of  one  messuage,  garden  &  orchard  called  Tressells  being  in 
Shenfield,  C°  Essex,  &  various  other  lands  in  Essex,  did  by  his  will 
dated  16  May  1653  give  the  first  mentioned  house  &c  unto  Mary  Gilman 
his  wife  during  her  natural  life  &  after  her  decease  to  return  to  his  son 
Robert  Gillman  son  &  heir  of  s'1  Rl1  Gillman  &  did  also  further  give 
to  the  sd  Robert  Gillman  his  son  another  messuage  when  he  was  2 1  yrs 
old — Mary  his  wife  was  appointed  ex1'.  Sd  Rob*  Gilman  about  the 
18th  Mar.  1658/9  made  his  will  &  did  give  to  the  sd  Mary  Gilman  his 
mother  &  her  heirs  for  ever  all  his  lands  &  before  the  end  of  sd  month 
he  died — after  wch  sd  Mary  Gilman  sold  the  premises  to  one  Charles 
Wharton  who  left  the  same  to  his  son  Thos  Wharton  (present  deft)." 

Whether  this  Richard  Gilman  (the  4th)  left  any  children  or  not  is 
uncertain,  but  if  he  died  without  issue,  by  his  father's  will  his  property 
and  lands,  called  after  his  mother  "Reeve,"  were  to  go  to  his  younger 
brother,  Thomas. 

Amongst  the  Marriage  Licences  of  the  Faculty  Office  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  London  appears  : 

"  15  May  1666. 

"  Thomas  Gillman  of  Rumford  Co.  Essex  bachelor,  25,  and 
Elizabeth  Baylie  spinister,  20,  daughter  of  Joane  Baylie  of  Mountneys 
Inn  said  County  widow,  who  consents  at  S4  Gregory  or  Sl  Margaret, 
Lothbury,  London." 
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Again  in  the  Marriage  Licences  of  the  Bishop  of  London  : 

"  4  July  1 70 1 

"  Thomas  Gillman  Sen''  of  Rumford  Essex  Widower,  50,  and 
Elizabeth  Parker  of  same  Spinster,  40,  at  Sl  Alphege." 

Like  his  brother  Richard  (the  4th),  he  was  twice  married.  He 
died  in  1721.  His  will,  which  was  dated  July  25,  17 15,  was  proved 
by  his  sons,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  Oct.,  1721. 

The  following  Chancery  proceedings  refer  to  Thomas  Gilman, 
sen.,  of  Rumford  : 


"  Chancery  B.  &  A.     Mitford  N°.  4. 
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"25  July  1693.  Thomas  Gilman  of  Rumford,  C°  Essex,  gent, 
advanced  money  upon  a  lease  mortgaged  to  Wm  Bower  &  paid 
Francis  Berry  money  for  the  costs  of  the  suits  &  sues  him  in  the 
matter." 

In  the  Register  of  the  Scholars  of  Merchant  Taylors'  School  is 
this  entry  : — "  John  Gillman,  son  of  Thomas  Gillman,  of  Romford, 
Essex,  born  April,  1675,  entered  the  School,  March  11,  11 


He  was  elected  to  St.  John's,  Oxford,  in  1693,  took  his  degree  of 
M.A.  in  1 70 1,  and  of  D.D.  in  171 1.  He  became  second  under-master 
of  Merchant  Taylors'  School  in  1707,  and  was  appointed  Rector  of 
Crick,  Northamptonshire,  by  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  in  17 19.  He 
died  in  June,  1 741 ,  his  will  being  proved  Sept.  11  in  that  year.  He 
desired  to  be  buried  in  the  Chancel  of  Crick  Church,  Northampton- 
shire, and  that  a  monument  should  be  placed  on  the  north  wall  thereof, 
with  an  inscription  in  Latin.  He  left  one  son,  Thomas,  and  one 
daughter,  Catherine  Maria,  who  married  the  Rev.  Francis  Raynsford. 

On  the  floor  of  the  chancel  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Crick  is  a 
stone  with  an  inscription  (now  almost  illegible),  of  which  the  present 
Rector  has  kindly  furnished  this  copy. 

*  "  Register  of  the  Merchant  Taylors'  School,"  by  the  Rev.  C.  J.  Robinson,  M.A.     Vol.  I., 
page  322. 
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Hie  infra 

Sitae  sunt  mortales  exuviae 

Reverendi  Johannis  Gillman 

S.  S.  T.  P. 

Hufus  Ecclesiae  Rectoris 

Qui  obiit  Jun.   u  anno  Domini  1 74 1 

Anno  ce  talis  66. 

The  living  is  still  in  the  gift  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  and 
the  value  is  given  in  the  Clergy  List  as  ^1,000  per  annum. 

Richard  (the  5th),  a  brother  of  the  Rev.  John  Gillman,  who  was 
born  June  17,  1687,  entered  Merchant  Taylors'  School,  Sept.  11,  1700, 
was  elected  to  St.  John's,  Oxford,  in  1705,  took  his  degree  of  M.A.  in 
17 13  and  B.D.  in  17 18.  He  died  at  West  Lisbon  on  30th  March,  1720, 
where  he  was  Chaplain  to  the  English  Factory,  having  been  appointed 
in  17 1 7.  His  will  was  proved  in  London  by  his  brothers  Thomas 
and  Samuel  in  Oct.,  172 1.  He  left  no  children  and  bequeathed  all  his 
property  to  his  brothers. 

The  two  brothers,  John  and  Richard,  and  their  father,  Thomas, 
are  mentioned  in  the  following  Chancery  proceedings.  The  moiety  or 
half  part  of  Southwood  Farm,  mentioned  therein,  was  bequeathed  in 
the  latter's  will  to  his  son  Thomas. 

"Chan.  B.  &  A.     Bridges  N°.  257.     Gilman  v.  Feme. 

"25  May  1709.  Thomas  Gilman  the  elder  of  Romford,  C°  Essex, 
John  Gilman  of  S*  Johns  College  in  Oxford,  Bachelor  in  Divinity,  & 
Richard  Gilman  of  same  College,  Student,  Sons  of  the  sd  Thomas 
Gilman  the  elder.  In  the  month  of  July  1 707  Susanna  Ferae,  Widow, 
being  seized  of  the  4th  part  of  a  farm  called  Southwood  farm  in 
Chelmsford  &  Writtle,  Essex,  &c  also  of  some  estate  of  reversion 
expectant  upon  decease  of  Susanna  Banes  now  of  London,  widow, 
her  mother,  your  orator  Thos  abt  July,  1707,  purchased  from  sl1 
Susanna  Ferae  the  absolute  inheritance  of  both  sa  4th  parts — About 
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July  1690  one  Henry  Guy  late  of  Writtle,  Carpenter,  &  Elizth  his 
wife,  one  other  of  the  daughters  of  scl  Susanna  Banes  mortgaged  their 
part  of  the  estate  wch  has  led  to  disagreements  &c.  &c." 

The  Gilmans  of  Essex  seemed  to  have  been  fond  of  Chancery 
proceedings.  The  following  refers  to  Thomas  Gilman,  jun.,  brother 
of  the  Rev.  John  : 

"Chan.  B.  &  A.     1714-58  N°.  1 139.     Gilman  v.  Lacy. 

"  15  May  1727.  Suit  by  Thorn*  Gilman  of  Rumford,  Essex. 
Upon  the  marriage  of  Gilbert  Lacy,  Citizen  &  Merchant  Taylor  of 
London,  son  of  Gilbert  Lacy,  late  of  Rumford,  Innholder,  with  Sarah, 
dau.  of  Thomas  Gilman,  the  elder,  late  of  Rumford,  Mercer,  Orator's 
father,  dec'1,  Gilbert  Lacy  junr,  settled  ^1000  upon  Sarah,  secured  on 
leases  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  Covent  Garden  and  elsewhere. 
Samuel  Gilman,  dec'1,  a  party  to  deeds  with  Thomas  Gilman  sen1'.* 
Suit  brought  against  Thomas  &  Benjamin  Lacy  &  Sarah  Shutton, 
children  of  Gilbert  Lacy,  sen1',  for  recovery  of  money  under  various 
indentures  between  the  families." 

Thomas,  the  father  of  the  Rev.  John  Gillman,  died  in  1721, 
leaving  by  his  will  dated  July  25,  17 15,  considerable  property  to  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  and  lands,  &c,  to  his  four  sons,  Thomas,  Samuel,  John 
and  Richard,  and  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  never  married  and 
died  in  1722,  leaving  her  property  to  her  four  brothers  by  her  will 
dated  April  9,  17 17,  and  proved  Feb.,  1722,  by  her  brother  Samuel. 

Samuel  Gillman  of  Romford  died  in  1724,  without  children,  leaving 
his  property,  by  his  will  dated  June  23rd,  1722,  and  proved  Jan.,  1724, 
by  his  brother  Thomas,  to  him  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  John  Gillman. 
Thomas  Gillman,  jun.,  died  in  1730,  without  children,  leaving  all  his 
property,  by  his  will  dated  June  23rd,  1725,  to  his  brother,  the  Rev. 

*  N.B.— The  parchment  is  entirely  covered  in  places  with  a  dark  brown  deposit,  and  from  it 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  relationship  of  Samuel,  but  from  his  father's  will  we  know  that 
he  was  a  brother  to  Thomas  Gilman,  jun. 
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John  Gillman,  who  thus  inherited  all  his  brothers'  shares,  and  left  the 
same  to  his  only  son  Thomas,  who  afterwards  resided  in  Great 
Ormond  Street,  London.  He  died  in  1767,  his  will  being  proved  on 
June  22nd  of  that  year,  leaving  one  son,  John  Thomas  Gillman,  born 
Jan.  26,  1754,  and  baptised  at  St.  James's,  Clerkenwell,  Feb.  25,  1754, 
and  a  daughter,  Catherine  Elizabeth,  born  April  29,  1 75 1 ,  and  baptised 
at  the  same  Church  as  her  brother  May  20,  1751,  as  appears  from  the 
Registers  of  St.  James's,  Clerkenwell. 

John  Thomas  Gillman,  who  became  a  Barrister-at-Law  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  London,  died  without  a  will  in  1792,  and  apparently 
without  children,  and  Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  to 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Edridge,  his  sister,  in  181 7  (see  pedigree  at  the 
end  of  this  Chapter). 

Besides  the  Gillmans  in  Essex  recorded  in  the  foregoing  pages, 
who  came  originally  from  St.  Albans,  Herts,  there  was  a  family,  at 
one  time,  of  many  members,  who  appeared  in  the  south  of  Essex,  on 
the  coast  bordering  the  Estuary  of  the  Thames.  There  cannot  be 
much  doubt  but  that  they  came  across  from  the  opposite  or  Kentish 
shore  and  were  descendants  of  Gilmans  who  settled  at  Canterbury  in 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century  and  afterwards  resided  at 
Whitstable,  on  the  North  coast  of  Kent  (see  Chapter  VIII.,  "  The 
Gillmans  of  Kent.")  The  names  of  these  Gilmans  appear  in  the 
Essex  wills,  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  but  they  were 
not  of  much  note  and  were  only  located  in  a  few  villages  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames,  such  as  Lygh  (now  Leigh),  Fobbing,  Mockyng, 
now  known  to  sailors  as  Mucking,  there  being  a  well-known  light- 
house situated  on  that  point  in  the  River  Thames,  Dunton  Waylett, 
Pitsea  and  Stanford  le  Hope,  all  being  situated  close  together  in  the 
same  neighbourhood.  The  Gilmans  are  not  found  elsewhere  in  Essex, 
and  the  family  appears  now  to  have  died  out,  as  it  has  done  in  the 
opposite  county  of  Kent. 

There  is  one  more  Gillman  record  which  is  of  interest  connected 
with  Essex.  On  two  of  the  bells  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Leigh  are 
cast  the  following  inscriptions. 
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(i)  Treble.  "  The  Rev.  J.  D.  Hodge  Rector:  John  Loten  and 
Wm.  Gillman,  Churchwardens.  Thomas  Mears  of  London  Fecit 
1794." 

(4.)  "John  Going  and  Richard  Gillman  Churchwardens  :  Lester 
and  Pack  of  London     fecit  1753." 

The  bells  at  Leigh  ring  on,  and  the  Gilman  Buoy,  near  the 
opposite  shore  of  Kent,  warns  the  passing  mariner  of  the  dangerous 
sand  named  after  Henry  Gilman,  the  Member  of  the  Trinity  House  of 
'  Deptford  Stronde,'  but  in  Essex  and  Kent  the  name  of  Gillman  is 
heard  no  more. 
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(ST.   ALBANS)    HERTS    AND    ESSEX. 


PEDIGREE    OF    THE    GILLMANS    OF    (ST.    ALBANS)    HERTS    AND    ESSEX. 


RICHARD   GILMAN. 

(See  Pedigrees  "Kent  Visitation,"  1574, 
pages  26  and  J2.) 


Anne  (1st   wife) 
dau.  of —  Legh(?) 


Anne,  married 
Richard  Warren. 


John  Guylmyn,  or  Gilman,  of  London  and  Richmond,  Surrey,: 
formerly  of  Troyle,   Anglesea.      "Gentleman  Harbinger"  to  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Mary.   Will  dated  Oct.  8, 1557;  proved  June  18, 1558. 
Buried  at  Richmond  (?). 
3rd  wife,  Ellen  or  Helen,  dau.  of  —  Chatfield. 


Sir  Walter  Payn,  Knight. 

John  Chauser.=j=Isabell,  dau.  and  coheir  of 
I     Sir  Walter  Payn,  Knight. 


Susan  Hurnebolt  (2nd  wife),  of  Gaunt 

(Ghent),  Flanders,  married  in  1539. 

Lady  in  Waiting  to  Anne  of  Cleves, 

the  4th  wife  of  King  Henry  VIII. 


Henry  Gilman,  of  Twickenham,  Co.  Middlesex,  Godson=ISABELL,  dau.  of 
of  King  Henry  VIII.     Born  in  the  year  1540.  Thomas  West. 

Buried  in  Twickenham  Church,  Feb.  22,  1594. 


Anne, 

m.  Richard  Waver, 

alias  Over,  of  Coventry. 


Richard  Gilman  de  Bristow 

(Bristol),    and   of   Boston,    Co. 

Lincoln,  in  1551 . 


Anne,  dau.  and  coheir 
of  John  Chauser. 


Jane,  dau.  of=pHENKY  Gilman,  of  St.  Albans,  Herts,  and  Conston,  Co.  Leicester,=j=jANE,  dau.  of 


John  Staresmore 
County  of 
Leicestershire 


John  Gilman,  son  and 

heir,  age  8  years  in  1579. 

The  founder  of  the  Irish 

Branch  of  Gillmans. 

(See  Chapter  V.) 


Susan,  bapt.  June  11, 
1570,   at    Twickenham 

Parish  Church. 

Mar.  George  Watkins 

at  Twickenham, 

Jan.  13,  1594. 


Richard  Gilman,  of= 
'  Stonehall,"  St.  Albans, 
Herts.      Buried   at 
St.  Peter's  Church, 
St.  Albans,  Herts, 
on  Oct.  22,  1596. 


Anne,  daughter  of 
Robert  Spencer,  of 
St.  Albans,  Herts. 


Edward,  or  Edmond, 

"youngest   son." 

Buried  at  St.  Peter's, 

St.  Albans,  Herts, 

Sept.  13,  1586. 


Goddeth, 

or 
Dorathie. 


I 

Henry  Gilman, 
bapt.  Nov.  16,  1585, 
at  St.  Peter's  Church, 

St.  Albans. 

Bur.  in  same  church, 

March  9,  161 2-13. 

Letters  of  Admon. 

granted  to  his 

brother  Richard, 

Jan.  17,  1622-3. 


and  of  Deptford  Stronde,  Kent,  "  Keeper  of  Her  Majesties  Store 

houses  for  Navigation"   at  Deptford,  Chatham    and   Portsmouth. 

Died  at  Poplar,  parish  of  "  Stebenheath"  (Stepney). 

Buried  in  the  chancel  of  Stepney  Church,  April   2,   1583. 

Will  dated  March  14,   1582  ;  proved  June  26,   1583. 


Thomas  Morlcy, 

Draper  (temp. 

Q.  Eliz.) 


Joyce, 

married  to 

William    Warren. 


Robert, 

bur.  Jan.  13,  1571-2, 

at  St.  Nicholas', 

Deptford. 


Dudley, 

bur.  Nov.  2,  1578, 

at  St.  Nicholas', 

Deptford. 


Ursula, 
dau. 


Dorothy', 

married  Lionel  Morley 

on  July  3,  1593, 

at  St.  Michael's, 

St.  Albans,  Herts. 


Richard  Gilman  (2nd),= 
bapt.  Nov.  17,  1586,  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  St.  Albans. 
Died  at  Shenfield,  Essex,  in 
1 656.  Will  proved  Jan.  29, 
1657,  by  Mary,  his  widow. 


Thomas  Gilman.=Elizabeth  Wells,  Edward  Gilman, 

mar.  July    16,   1614,  went  to  Java,  East 
at  St.  Stephen's,  St.         Indies,  in  1617, 
Albans.     Bur.  June  member  of 

29, 1 62 1, in  the  Abbey         the  East  India 
Church,  St.  Albans.  Company. 


Wiliiam  Gilman,  bapt.=MARY 
Dec.  20, 1590,  in  the  Abbey 

Church  of  St.  Albans. 
Lived  I  at  Stepney,  Middle- 
sex.   IjMed  abroad.    Letters 
of  Administration   granted 
to  his 'widow,  Oct.  5,  1648. 


Richard  Gilman  (3rd),  bapt.  Oct.  19,  1610,  at  St.  Albans  Abbey,=j=I 
Herts.      Resided   at   Mountnessing,  Essex.     Will  dated  Oct.  18, 
1669;  proved  April  8,  1670,  by  Elizabeth,  his  widow. 


Robert  Gilm 

Will  dated  Mar 

10,  1659,  by  hi 


,  of  Brentwood,  Essex. 
:h  18,  1658;  proved  Aug. 
s  mother,  Mary  Gilman. 


Rebecca  Harris,=Richard  Gillman  (4th),  Attorney  of  His  Majesties  Court=MARY  Brand,  widow, 
of  Stepney,  of  King's  Bench,  of  Romford,  Shenfield  and  Brentwood.  nee  Evans,  married 

Middlesex,  married     Letters  of  Administration  granted  to  his  widow,  Mary  Gillman,  March,  1673-4. 

Sept.,  1670.  March  6,  1678-9. 


John  Gillman,  born  April,  1675.= 

Educated   at    Merchant    Taylors' 

School ;  elected   to  St.  John's 

College,  Oxford,  in  1693. 

MA.  1701,  D.D.   171 1  ;  Rector 

of  Crick,  Northamptonshire,  17 19. 

Died  June  II,  1741. 

Will  proved  Sept.   11,  1 741 . 


Catherine  Adams,  died  at 
Daventry,  County  of  North- 
ampton, in  1775.  Letters  of 
Admon.  granted  to  her  dau., 
Catherine  Maria  Raynsford, 
Feb.,  1775. 


Richard  Gillman  (5th), born  June  17, 1687; 

educated  at  Merchant  Taylors'  School ; 

elected  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  1705. 

M.A.   1713,  B.D.   1718.     Chaplain  to 

the  English  Factory,  West  Lisbon,  1 7 1 7. 

Will  dated  April  5,  1 721  ;  proved  Oct.,  1 72 1, 

by  his  brothers,  Thomas  and  Samuel. 


tomas  Gillman,  of  Romford. =Elizabeth  Betts.     Will 
ill  dated  June  23,  1725;  proved     dated  Jan.  17,1 768 ;  proved 


Thomas  Gillman,  of  Great  Ormond  Street,  London.=pCATHERlNE 
Will  dated  May  12,  1763  ;  proved  June  22,  1767. 


John  Thomas  Gillman,  born  Jan.  26,  1754. 
Bapt.  at  St.  James',  Clerkenwell,  Feb.  25,  1754. 

Barristcr-at-Law,  Inner  Temple,  London. 
Died  in  1752.     Letters  of  Administration  granted 
to  his  sister,  Catherine  Elizabeth  Edridge,  in  1817. 


Robert  Gilman,  or  Guilman,  Frances,  Anne, 

sold  his  interest  in  "Stonehall,"  St.  bapt.  Nov.  26,  bapt.  Jan.  12, 
Albans,  in  June,  1627,  and  wasinthe  1584,  at  St.  1594,  at  St. 
service  of  Lady  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Peter's,  Peter's, 

King  Charles  I.,  in  1628.     Letters  of        St.  Albans.  St.  Albans. 

Administration  of  a  Robert  Gilman, 
of  Bedford,  granted  to  Edward  Gil- 
man, his  brother,  in  1647. 


Mary, 
bapt.  June  19,  1597, 

at  St.  Peter's,  St. 
Albans.    Mar.  Abel 

Swynerton,  at  St. 

John's,  Walbrook, 
London,  Sept.,  1618. 


Nathaniel  Gilman. 


Marie, 
bapt.  Feb.  I,  1612-13, 
at  St.  Albans  Abbey. 


Jane, 
married  — ■  Naylett. 


Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Joane=j=THOMAS  Gillman,  of  Romford,  Essex.=ELiZABETH  Parker, 
Baylie,  of  Mountney  Inn,      Will  dated  July  25,  1715  ;  proved  Oct.,  mar.  July,  1701. 

Essex.    Mar.  May,  1666.         1721,  by  his  sons,  Thomas  and  Samuel. 


lay   12,   1730,  by  his  widow, 

Elizabeth,  and  brother, 

John  Gillman. 

Died  apparently  s.p. 


Nov.  28,  1768.     Leaves 

legacies  to  Thomas  and 

Kitty  Gillman,  children  of 

her  late  cousin,  Thomas 

Gillman. 


Samuel  Gillman, 
of  Romford,  Essex. 
Will  dated  June  23, 

1722  ;  proved  Jan., 
1724,  by  his  brother, 

Thomas   Gillman. 


Elizabeth, 

died  unmanned. 

Will  dated  April  0.  I717; 

proved  Feb.,   1722,  by 

her  brother, 

Samuel  Gillman. 


Catherine  Maria, 
married  the  Rev.  Francis  Raynsford. 


Catherine  Elizabeth,  born  April  29,  1751. 

Bapt.  at  St.  James',  Clerkenwell,  May  20,  1751. 

Married  —  Edridge. 


Chapter  VII. 


The  Gillmaus  of  Bristol  and  Gloucestershire. 


THE  earliest  English  record  which  mentions  the  name  of  Gilman 
or  Gilmyn  is  the  Patent  Roll  in  the  45th  year  of  King  Henry 
III.,  or  A.D.  1 261,  where  a  grant  is  made  to  John  Gylemyn, 
King's  Marshal  "p  diutino  et  laudabili  ?evcio  quod  Jones  Gylemyn 
marescallus  (Marshal)  nob  impendit."     A  similar  grant  is  made  to 
him  as  Marshal,  53  Henry  III.,  Patent  Roll,  m.  19  (a.d.  1269). 

The  term  Marshal  originally  meant  a  Groom  or  Manager  of  the 
Horse,  though  eventually  the  King's  Marshal  became  one  of  the. 
principal  officers  of  the  State.  The  Royal  Farrier  rose  in  dignity 
with  the  increasing  importance  of  the  chevalerie  till  he  became 
conjointly  with  the  Constable  the  Judge  in  Court  of  Chivalry.  When 
the  King  headed  his  army  in  feudal  times,  the  assembled  troops  were 
inspected  by  the  Constable  and  Marshal,  who  fixed  the  spot  for  the 
encampment  of  each  noble,  and  examined  the  number,  arms  and 
condition  of  his  retainers.  With  these  duties  was  naturally  combined 
the  regulation  of  all  matters  connected  with  armorial  bearings, 
standards  and  ensigns.* 

Next  to  this  in  position  is  the  Marshal  of  the  King's  House,  whose 
special  authority  is  (according  to  Britton  and  Gwin  in  the  Preface  to 
his  Readings)  in  the  King's  Place  "  to  hear  and  determine  all  Pleas  of 
the  Crown,  and  to  punish  faults  committed  within  the  Verge,  and  to 
hear  and  judge  of  Suits  between  those  of  the  King's  Household,"  &c.f 


*  "Chambers'  Encyclopaedia,"  Vol.  vii.  p.  62. 

t  "The  Interpreter,"  by  Thos.  Manley,  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
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It  would  appear  that  this  latter  post,  or  that  of  Sub-Marshal,  was 
the  one  held  by  John  Gylemyn,  as  at  this  time  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
held  the  position  of  Earl  Marshal  by  hereditary  right. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  (1272 — 1307)  the  name  of  John  Gylemyn 
is  given  as  a  juror  in  a  suit  at  Southampton  (Warrants,  775c). 

In  the  Kent  "  Feet  of  Fines,"  being  records  of  a  certain  class  of 
law  suits,  it  is  stated  that  in  the  second  year  of  King  Edward  II. 
(A.D.  1308-9),  John  Adam,  of  Canterbury,  sued  John  Gylmyn  and 
Emma,  his  wife,  as  to  two  houses  in  Canterbury  (Kent  Fines,  No.  72). 

These  are  in  all  probability,  all  records  of  the  same  John  Gylemyn, 
who,  from  the  nature  of  his  business  and  office,  was  constantly  moving 
about  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  or  in  13 10,  in  the 
Calendar  of  the  Close  Roll,  membrane  18  d.,  this  entry  is  to  be  found  : 

"  Berwick  on  Tweed.     Nov.  24. 

"  Master  John  Gylemyn,  for  his  good  service  to  the  King  and  his 
father,  is  sent  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  S1  Edmunds  to  receive  the 
maintenance  in  their  house  that  John  de  Ponte  Fracto  had  at  late 
Kings  request.     B.  P.S." 

This  was  a  pension  or  maintenance  most  likely  for  life  for  the  old 
King's  Marshal  of  1261,  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.  and  Edward  L, 
granted  by  Edward  II.  as  a  reward  of  his  services. 

In  the  following  year,  5  Edward  II.,  we  again  find  mention  in 
the  'Close  Roll'  of  Master  John  Gylemyn,  who  might  be  a  son  of  the 
former  John  Gyleman,  or  the  same  individual. 

"Westminster,  Dec.  28,  131 1. 

"  To  the  Sheriff  of  Nottingham  order  to  deliver  to  Master  John 

Gylemyn,  the  King's  Servant,  whom  the  King  is  sending  with  46  of 

his  horses  and  38  grooms  to  take  care  of  them,  and  a  farrier,  and  a 

Carter  with   his   groom,   and  a   herberger   to    stay  at    Lenton    until 
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further  orders,  hay  and  oats  for  the  maintenance  of  the  horses,  to  wit 
for  each  of  38  of  the  above  horses  a  decena  of  oats  daily,  and  for  each 
of  the  other  eight  horses  half  a  bushel  of  oats  daily,  and  2.6.  daily  for 
each  of  the  grooms,  the  farrier,  and  the  herberger,  and  4^d.  daily  for 
the  Carter  and  his  groom,  and  6.d  daily  for  the  said  John  and  his 
groom." 

Similar  orders  in  favour  of  John  Gylemyn  are  found  in  other 
Close  Rolls,  as  follows  : 

"  7  Edward  II.  13 13. 
"  Calendar  of  Close  Rolls 
"  Membrane  13  Contd 
"Jan.  6.  Windsor. 

"  The  like  order  to  the  Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hertford  to  pay  20. s 
a  day  to  Merlin  de  Sene  and  John  Gylemyn,  whom  the  King  is  sending 
with  thirty  six  horses  to  stay  within  his  Bailiwick." 

"8  Edward  II.  13 15. 
"  Membrane  1 1  Contd 
"  April  6.  Windsor. 

"  To  the  Sheriff  of  Gloucester  like  letters  in  favour  of  Giles  de 
Tholos  whom  the  King  is  sending  with  thirty  two  of  his  horses  and 
two  of  his  own  horses  and  two  horses  of  Master  John  Gylemyn  the 
Marshal  (Marescallus)  to  Gloucester  to  stay  in  the  Abbey." 

"8  Edward  II.  13 15. 
"  Membrane  9  Contd 
"  April  6.  Windsor. 

"  Like  order  to  the  Sheriff  of  Gloucester  in  favor  of  Giles  de 
Thosola,  whom  the  King  is  sending  with  thirtytwo  of  the  King's 
horses  and  two  horses  of  his  own,  and  two  horses  of  Master  John 
Gilemyn,  the  Marshal,  to  Gloucester  to  stay  in  the  Abbey,  and  to  pay 
him  6.d  a  day  for  himself  and  Grom  6.d  a  day  to  John  for  himself  and 
Grom,  and,  2.6.  a  day  to  each  of  the  thirty  four  Groms  attending'  the 
horses.     By  P.S." 
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"9  Edward  II.  13 15. 
"Membrane  25  Contd 
"  Sep  2  Lincoln. 

"  To  the  Sheriff  of  York.  Order  to  deliver  to  the  King's  Yeoman 
Giles  de  Tholosa,  whom  the  King  is  sending  with  twenty  two  of  the 
King's  horses  and  two  of  his  own,  and  two  horses  of  Master  John  the 
Marshal  to  stay  at  Wellebek  Abbey*  until  further  orders,  hay,  Oats, 
litter,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  said  horses,  and  to  pay  him  6.d  a 
day  for  the  wages  of  John  and  his  grom,  and  the  usual  wages  of  the 
thirty  two  groms  Keeping  the  horses." 


"  9  Edward  II.  13 15. 
"Membrane  25  Contd 
"Oct  1.  Ditton. 

"  To  the  Sheriff  of  York.  Order  to  pay  to  the  King's  Yeoman 
Giles  de  Toulouse,  Staying  in  his  County  (sic)  at  Wellebek  with  thirty 
two  horses  of  the  King's  and  two  of  his  own  and  two  of  Master  John 
Gylemyn,  the  Marshal  (Marescallus)  18.S  daily  from  September  1  last 
during  his  stay  there,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  horses  and  the  wages 
of  Giles,  and  John,  and  the  groms  attending  the  horses.     By  C." 


"  9  Edward  II.  13 15. 
"Membrane  22  Contd 
"Nov.  26  Clipston. 

"  To  the  Sheriff  of  York  order  to  pay  to  Giles  de  Tholouse,  who 
is  staying  at  Welleberk  (sic)  with  twenty  five  of  the  King's  horses, 
and  two  of  his  own  and  two  of  Master  John  Gylemyn' s,  the  marshal, 
14.S  daily  for  the  maintenance  of  the  horses,  and  the  wages  of  Giles, 
John,  and  the  grooms,  and  40  Marks  for  the  expenses  of  the  horses  at 
Wellebek  in  time  past. 

"By  K.  on  the  information  of  W.  de  Melton." 

*  Welbeck  Abbey,  now  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  situated  in  Northamptonshire,  on 
the  borders  of  Yorkshire. 
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Practically  speaking,  in  those  times  the  King  had  a  banking 
account  open  with  the  Sheriff  of  every  county.  Whenever  the  King 
wanted  to  make  a  payment  he  gave  a  '  close '  letter  on  the  Sheriff  of 
the  handiest  county,  or,  as  we  should  say,  drew  a  cheque  on  him. 
Hence  these  letters  in  the  Close  Rolls,  i.e.,  closed  letters  as  against 
open  letters,  called  '  Patent,'  or  addressed  to  every  one  of  the  King's 
subjects. 

In  the  following  year  occurs  this  letter  in  the  Close  Rolls, 
addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London  : 

"  9  Edward  II.  13 16. 

"  Membrane  3 — Schedule  Contd 
"July  1  Westminster. 

"  To  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London  order  not  to  put  blaster 
John  Gylcmyn  in  default  for  his  failure  to  appear  before  them  at  a  jury 
instituted  by  Robert  de  Assho,  as  above  as  he  was  engaged  in  the 
Kings  Service  on  Monday  after  St.  Barnabas  so  he  could  not  appear. 
By  K." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  John  appeared  at  a  jury  at  Southampton, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  as  before  mentioned. 

In  a  "  Catalogue  of  Ancient  Deeds  of  Surrey,"  of  the  time  of 
Edward  III.,  there  is  a  "  grant  by  Peter  de  Nork  and  John  Gyleman, 
the  heirs  of  Thos.  atte  Mulle  of  Kyngeston  to  Walter  de  Greyndum 
and  John  de  Oxtede  of  lands  and  tenements  in  Kyngeston  Monday 
after  Michaelmas  day  25  Edward  III.  (a.d.  135 1)     Sealed."  * 

This  in  all  probability  is  the  Master  John  Gylemyn  referred  to 
before,  who  became  possessed  of  this  property  in  Surrey,  perhaps 
through  his  wife,  and  disposed  of  the  same.  There  were  no  Gilmyns 
in  Surrey  at  that  date. 

Of  about  the  same  time  as  that  of  Master  John  Gylemyn  the 
King's    Marshal,    there    are   several   records   mentioning   a   William 

*  "  Catalogue  of  Ancient  Deeds,  Surrey,"  B.  1662,  page  374.     1890. 
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Gylemyn,  an  Attorney  or  Clerk  (Clericus)  in  Holy  Orders,  and  very 
possibly  a  brother  or  near  relative  of  John  Gylemyn. 

In  the  2 2nd  year  of  Edward  I.  (a.d.  1293)  William  Gilemyn 
appears  for  Abbot  V.  C  of  Alencestr,  Warwick  (Inq.  ad  quod  damnum). 

The  next  record  of  William  Gylemyn  is  from  the  Close  Rolls  and 
dated 

"  5  Edward  II.  131 1. 
"  Membrane  27. 

"  Sep  2  London. 

"  Hie  recessit  Cancellarius  rersus  Concilum  Generale. 

"  Memorandum,  that  this  assignment  was  made  with  the  assent  of 

William  le  Latymer,  to  whom  the  King  committed  the  custody  of  the 

lands  of  the  said  Nicholas,  who  was  present  at  the  assignment  by 

William  Gylemyn  his  Attorney." 

There  is  another  in  the  same  year : 

"  5  Edward  II.  131 1. 
"  Membrane  28. 

"  William  le  Latimer,  to  whom  the  King  committed  the  custody 
of  the  lands  of  the  late  Nicholas  Pointz,  tenant  in  chief,  puts  in  his 
place  William  Gylemyn  to  be  present  in  Chancery  at  the  assignment 
of  dower  to  Matilda,  late  the  wife  of  the  said  Nicholas." 

In  the  ninth  year  of  Edward  II.  (A.D.  13 15)  William  Gylemyn  was 
turned  out  of  Bristol  ("Rolls  of  Parliament,"  1  p.  360).  But  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  the  same  King  (1324-5)  William  Gilemyn,  Clerk  (in  Holy 
Orders)  witnesses  a  demise  of  property  at  Bristol  by  John  de  Westone, 
so  probably  he  had  returned  to  that  city. 

"18.  Edw  II  Feast  of  St.  Leonard  the  Abbot,  Bristol,  John  de 
Westone  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  de  Westone  late  burgess  of  Bristol, 
demises  to  Richard  de  Bourtone  Burgess  of  Bristol  and  Agnes  his 
wife,  for  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  Survivor  the  cellar*  above 

*  The  term  "  cellar  "  in  Bristol  in  ancient  times  denoted  a  storehouse,  in  which  the  Bristol 
merchants  and  burgesses  stored  their  goods  and  merchandise. 
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described,  rent  and  other  consideration  as  in  the  last  Charter 
[Witnesses  Roger]  or  Reg  Fortle  Mayor  of  Bristol  John  de  Romeneye 
and  Walter  de  Prentiz,  Bailiffs  of  Bristol,  Simon  Forstal,  Thomas  le 
Forbor,  John  de  Leche  Richard  le  Mareschal,*  Richard  le  Cartere 
William  Gilemynf  Clerk." 

In  the  reign  of  the  next  King  (Edward  III.),  or  in  1327,  William 
Gylemyn  appears  to  have  got  into  some  dispute  or  trouble  at  Tavistock, 
Devon,  concerning  possession  of  the  Abbey  during  a  vacancy  of  the 
Abbacy,  caused  by  the  death  or  removal  of  the  Abbot,  as  appears 
from  the  following  record  : 

"  Clarendon  Patent  Roll. 

"  1  Edward  III.     Part  III. 

"  Commission   of   Oyer  and   trimmer   de   Campe  Arnselphi    &c. 

William    Gylemyn   the   elder    and    William    Gylemyn    the   younger   of 

Tavystock,   Devon,   during  the  voidance   of  the  Abbey  entered  the 

same,  assaulted  the  King's  servants  there  and  carried  away  goods." 

This  was  most  likely  to  test  some  ecclesiastical  rights  against  the 
claims  of  the  Crown  during  the  vacancy  of  the  Abbacy,  and  not  a  vulgar 
robbery  of  goods,  as  at  first  sight  would  appear  to  the  modern  reader. 

Four  years  later  he  is  again  in  the  Law  Courts  and  obtaining 
pardon  of  the  King. 

"5  Edward  III.  Part  I.   133 1. 
"  Close  Rolls  Membrane  23  Contd 
"  Feb  25  Croydon. 

"  Pardon  to  William  Gilymn  of  his  outlawry  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  for  non-appearance  before  the  justices  of  the  Bench  to  answer 
touching  a  plea  of  John  Walwayn  the  younger,  and  Thomas  de  Burgh 
executors  of  John  Walwayn,  the  elder  that  he  render  his  account  as 
receiver  for  the  said  John  the  elder." 

*  The  Marshal,  probably  a  colleague  of  John  Gylmyn. 

t  The  name  is  spelt  'Gylomyu'  in  the  printed  copy  in  the  "Fifth  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Historical  Manuscripts."  The  same  use  of  'o'  for  an  'e'  occurs  once  in  John 
Gylemyn's  name,  in  Patent  Roll,  45  Hen.  III.,  but  afterwards  it  is  spelt  as  usual  with  an  '  e.' 
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In  41  Edward  III.  (a.d.  1367)  William  Gilemyn  and  Alice  his  wife 
are  parties  to  a  'fine'*  concerning  property  in  Maddingley,  Surrey. 

This  may  have  been  William  Gilemyn  the  younger,  of  Tavystock 
Abbey  notoriety. 

In  the  "  Calendar  of  the  Feet  of  Fines  for  London  and  Middlesex," 
Vol.  1,  p.  151,  in  the  49th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  (1375)  is 
the  following  entry  : — "  Thomas  Gilmyn  of  Hemerston,  Vicar  of  Stanes 
(Staines,  Middlesex)  and  John  Clerk,  of  Stanes  and  Alice  his  wife, 
(concerning)  Premises  in  Stanes." 

Hemerston,  of  which  place  Thomas  Gilmyn  is  described,  is 
probably  Hempston,  three  miles  from  Totnes  and  not  very  far  from 
Tavistock,  in  Devonshire. 

In  "Manning  and  Bray's  History  of  Surrey,"  folio  143,  we  find 
the  following  mention  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gilmin  : 

"  Vicarage  of  Stoke  in  Surrey  (near  Guildford) 
"  Patrons. 

"  Prior  and  Convent  of  Newark. 

"  Thomas  Gilmin  instituted  5th  February  1389  on  exchange  from 
Stanes  Co.  Middlesex  "  (Reg.  Wick  I.,  fo.  200a.     Newcourt  L,  733). 

"  Resigned  1402  "  (Reg.  Wickham  I.,  fo.  328a). 

This  Rev.  Thomas  Gilmin,  Vicar  of  Stoke,  near  Guildford,  in 
Surrey,  from  1389  to  1402,  and  formerly  Vicar  of  Staines,  Middlesex, 
was  probably  related  to  William  Gylemyn  Clerk  and  one  of  the  Bristol 
Gilmyn  s. 

The  oldest  will  of  any  Gillman  at  Somerset  House,  in  fact  there 
are  not  many  wills  there  much  older  of  any  other  name,f  is  that  of 

*  Fines  were  practically  deeds  transferring  land,  though  nominally  the  '  finis '  or  end  of  a 
fictitious  suit.  They  early  became  a  popular  method  of  conveyance,  not  only  from  their  efficacy, 
but  from  the  safety  to  a  purchaser,  by  the  fact  of  a  duplicate  of  each  fine  being  preserved  as  a 
record  in  the  custody  of  the  court  ("  Records,"  by  Walter  Rye,  1888). 

t  The  oldest  wills  at  Somerset  House  date  from  1383,  but  all  those  before  the  year  1483  are 
not  the  originals  but  ouly  ancient  copies  on  parchment. 
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Thomas  Gylemyn,  Burgess  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  dated  the  Festival 
of  St.  Thomas,  Anno  Domini  1404,  and  is  written  in  Latin. 

Thomas  Gylemyn,  who  was  probably  born  early  in  the  14th 
century,  may  have  been  a  son  of  William,  the  Attorney,  or  John 
Gylemyn,  the  Marshal,  and  also  a  relation  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Gilmin,  Vicar  of  Staines,  before  mentioned. 

Thomas  Gilmin,  the  burgess  of  Bristol,  desires  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  crypt  of  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  Bristol.  In  a  letter  the 
writer  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Alford,  Vicar  of  this  church,  he 
says  "there  is  nothing  left  of  St.  Nicholas  of  1400  but  the  pillars  of 
the  crypt  and  the  '  egyl  of  laten,' "  and  states  "  there  is  no  monument 
existing  to  the  memory  of  this  oldest  recorded  Gilman." 

The  following  is  a  translation  from  the  original  Latin  of  the  will 
of  Thomas  Gylemyn,  and  on  account  of  its  age  is  worthy  of  being 
printed  in  extenso  : — 

"In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  The  month  of  the  festival  of  the 
Translation  of  Saint  Thomas  the  Martyr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  four.  I,  Thomas  Gylemyn,  burgess  of  the 
town  of  Bristol,  sound  in  mind,  in  this  my  manner  make  my  will 
Firstly  I  leave  my  soul  to  God,  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Crypt 
under  the  Church  of  Saint  Nicholas  Bristol  in  the  tomb  where  my 
children  lie  buried.  Item  I  leave  to  the  fabric  of  the  church  aforesaid 
my  best  silver  girdle.  Item  I  leave  by  gift  to  Nicholas  Adames  the 
vicar  of  the  same  church  six  silver  spoons  which  I  received  as  a  legacy 
and  gift  from  John  Croume,  and  one  silver  dish  marked  with  the  head 
of  a  bishop.  Item  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship  in  the  chapel 
of  the  same  church  at  my  funeral  and  interment  xijd.  Item  to  the 
clergyman  of  the  same  church  vjd.  and  to  the  suffragan  iiijd.  and  to  each 
of  the  other  clergy  of  the  chapel  at  my  obsequies  and  interment  ijd. 
Item  I  appoint  and  will  that  on  the  day  of  my  burial  shall  be 
distributed  among  the  poor  and  needy  in  bread  to  the  value  of  xl 
shillings.  Item  I  leave  to  be  distributed  among  the  needy  living  in 
almshouses  in  Bristol  xs.     Item  to  the  fabric  of  the  cathedral  church 
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of  Worcester  xiid.  Item  I  leave  to  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
Bradeford  my  second  best  silver  girdle.  Item  I  appoint  and  will 
that  the  expenses  of  my  interment  shall  be  paid  according  to  the 
arrangement  of  my  executors.  Item  I  appoint  that  my  manuscript  be 
assigned  to  the  chaplain  of  the  same  chapel  for  the  good  direction 
of  all  during  his  life  and  the  book  is  to  be  kept  well  and  in  good 
condition  and  in  the  end  to  be  assigned  to  other  suitable  clergy  of  the 
same  order  and  so  from  cleric  to  cleric  as  long  as  that  book  shall  last. 
Also  I  appoint  and  will  that  one  qualified  clergyman  shall  have  one 
hundred  shillings  for  the  repetition  of  masses  for  my  soul  for  a  whole 
year  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Nicholas  aforesaid.  Also  I  leave  to  the 
hospital  of  Saint  Batholomew  of  Bristol  one  jar  of  clyster.  Also  I 
appoint  and  will  that  all  my  lands  and  tenements  in  the  town  of  Bristol 
and  in  the  suburbs  of  the  same,  shall  be  sold  immediately  after  my 
decease  by  my  executors,  and  the  money  raised  thereby  to  be  divided 
into  three  parts.  Item  that  one  part  should  be  given  to  the  Church  of 
Saint  Nicholas  aforesaid  for  the  fabric  of  the  same  church,  the  second 
part  for  the  providing  of  qualified  clergymen  for  praying  for  my  soul 
and  of  Agnes  my  wife,  and  Richard  formerly  my  faithful  nephew,  now 
deceased.  The  third  part  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  and  those 
in  want  and  all  these  things  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible.  And  I 
will  that  all  my  Executors  who  shall  administer  the  Executorship, 
shall  have  a  silver  seal  covered  with  silver  for  their  labours.  But  the 
remainder  of  all  my  goods  in  this  my  testament  after  payment  of  my 
creditors,  I  desire  that  they  shall  be  distributed  and  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  shall  be  distributed  by  my  executors  in  the  same  manner 
and  form  as  ordered  in  the  sale  of  the  tenements  aforesaid  and  above 
written.  And  in  order  that  my  testament  may  be  faithfully  executed 
and  fulfilled  I  arrange  and  appoint  as  my  esteemed  executors,  Michael 
in  Christ,  Thomas  Hendy,  John  Penryce,  Roger  Peny,  and  Robert 
Clements." 

"  This  will  was  proved  before  the  Magistrate,  John  Perche, 
commissioner  &c,  xvj  day  of  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  four.  And  it  was  intrusted  for 
administration,  &c,  to  Thomas  Hendy,  John  Penryce,  Roger  Peny 
and  Robert  Clements,  executors  abovesaid,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
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month  of  July  in  the  year  of  the  Lord  above  mentioned.     The  Lord 
Commissioner  agreed  with  the  Executors  abovesaid." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  name  Gylemyn  is  spelt  in  this  will  and 
in  all  the  Records  from  the  Close  Roll  and  other  documents  before 
given  in  the  same  way  as  that  of  John  Gylemyn  in  the  pedigree  facing 
page  32. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  this  document  concerning  Thomas 
Gylemyn  is  of  an  earlier  date  by  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  than  the  will  of  John  Gylemyn,  Groom  of  the  Royal  Ante- 
chamber in  Henry  VIII.'s  time,  and  '  Gentleman  Harbinger'  to  Queen 
Mary,  and  some  of  the  Records  before  given  are  over  one  hundred 
years  earlier  still. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  are  these  Bristol  Gylmyns  of  the 
same  family  as  those  whose  history  we  have  already  traced  out  in 
Chapters  III.,  IV.  and  V.,  and  are  they  likewise  descended  from 
Cilmin  or  Gilmin  Troed-dhu  r  The  question  is  not  capable  of  absolute 
proof,  at  this  far  distance  of  time  and  absence  of  documentary  evidence, 
such  as  ancient  pedigrees,  &c,  but  the  matter  is  one  that  must  depend 
on  circumstantial  evidence. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  13th  century  the  office  of  Earl  Marshal 
was  held  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  In  the  year  1233  Richard,  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  then  Earl  Marshal,  joined  the  Welsh  forces  in  revolt 
against  King  Henry,  but  was  defeated  by  the  King  in  the  first 
instance,  but  the  Welsh,  under  the  Earl  Marshal,  were  afterwards 
victorious  against  the  English  army  under  John  of  Monmouth. 

Richard,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  was  shortly  afterwards  slain  in  Ireland 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Gilbert  as  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 

Marshal. 

In  the  year  1240  Prince  Llewelyn,  the  reigning  Prince  of  Wales, 
with  all  the  Barons,  English  and  Welsh,  who  had  lands  in  Wales, 
went  to  Gloucester  and  there  did  homage  to  King  Henry.* 

*  "  Caradoc's  History  of  Wales." 
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Under  the  Earl  Marshal  in  King  Henry's  reign  there  were  sub- 
marshals,  one  of  whom  we  have  seen  in  the  Patent  Roll  for  the  year 
1261  was  John  Gylemyn  ;  whether  he  was  appointed  originally  by 
Gilbert,  Earl  Marshal,  or  by  the  King,  we  know  not ;  but  as  the  Earl 
Marshal,  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  frequently  in  Wales  and  there  was 
much  communication  between  Wales  and  Gloucester  and  Bristol  at  that 
time  by  reason  of  frequent  incursions  of  the  English  into  Wales,  with 
intervals  of  attempts  at  peacemaking  on  the  part  of  Prince  Llewelyn, 
it  would  not  be  improbable  that  a  Welshman  should  be  appointed  a 
Marshal. 

The  appointment  of  others  than  Englishmen  to  places  of  trust 
about  the  Court  in  Henry's  reign  was  not  singular,  but  quite  otherwise. 
"  It  was  Henry's  misfortune  to  have  inherited  the  antipathy  of  his  father 
to  the  charter  of  Runymede,  and  to  consider  his  barons  as  enemies 
leagued  in  a  conspiracy  to  deprive  him  of  the  legitimate  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown.  He  watched  with  jealousy  all  their  proceedings,  refused 
their  advice,  and  confided  in  the  fidelity  of  foreigners  more  than  in  the 
affections  of  his  own  subjects."  * 

The  list  of  the  descendants  of  Gilmin  Troed-dhu  in  the  Harleian 
Manuscript  in  the  British  Museum,  No.  1969,  fo.  465,  gives  many 
names  other  than  those  contained  in  the  pedigree  (printed  opposite 
page  8)  with  which  John  Gylemyn  the  Marshal  and  the  Gilmins  of 
Bristol  may  have  been  connected.  Settling  in  England  at  a  time 
when  the  Welsh,  as  a  nation,  were  much  hated,  it  is  only  natural 
to  suppose  they  would  follow  the  English  custom  of  a  surname,  and 
as  such  make  use  of  their  tribal  name  of  Gilmin,  prefixing  it  with 
Christian  names  then  in  common  use  in  England. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  early  Records  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Chapter  they  are  called  plain  John  Gylemyn  or  William 
Gylemyn.  There  is  no  prefix  of  'de'  before  the  surname,  as  in  all  or 
nearly  all  the  other  surnames  mentioned,  showing  that  the  Gylmyns 
were    not   of  Norman    origin    nor   yet  probably  of  Saxon,  many  of 

*  "  Lingard's  History  of  England." 
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whom  had  copied  the  custom  of  the  Normans  in  adding  the  prefix 
'  de '  before  their  second  name. 

Amongst  other  Gylmyn  records  which  appear  to  corroborate 
their  Welsh  origin  is  one  to  be  found  in  the  No.  1  Welsh  Records,  the 
Recognizance  Rolls  of  Chester : 

"  March  16.  1415-6. 

"  Robert  Gylmyn,  Ralph  Pekoe  of  Chester  and  John  Wylkoesone 
of  Salghton,  to  the  King,  recognizance  for  10s.  that  the  said  Robert 
keep  the  peace  towards  Robert  Daweson  "  (3  &  4.  Henry  V.  m.  5). 

To  return  to  Bristol,  a  large  part  of  the  wealth  of  that  city  was 
derived  from  its  trade  in  wool  and  the  manufacture  of  woollen  cloths. 
In  1353  a  statute  was  passed,  fixing  on  eleven  places  in  England,  in 
which  towns  only  wool  and  woollen  goods  were  to  be  sold,  amongst 
these  were  Bristol  and  Norwich,  these  two  cities  being  at  that  time 
the  principal  seats  of  the  manufacturers  of  cloths  and  weavers  of  wool, 
the  weavers  of  Bristol  forming  the  wealthiest  craft  in  that  town. 

It  will  be  shown  hereafter,  in  the  Chapter  on  the  Gilmans  of 
Norfolk,  that  this  trade  connection  between  Bristol  and  Norwich  in 
the  fourteenth  century  is  probably  the  explanation  of  the  appearance 
of  the  Gylmyns  in  Norfolk  at  that  time. 

In  1348  the  Plague,  or  "Black  Death,"  broke  out  in  Bristol. 
This  city  and  Norwich  suffered,  perhaps,  more  severely  than  others. 
Few  of  those  who  were  seized  with  it  lived  as  long  as  three  days, 
many  died  after  one  and  a  half  day's  sickness.  "  The  whole  strength 
of  the  town,"  we  are  told,  "  perished,"  and  grass  is  said  to  have  grown 
inches  high  in  the  principal  streets. 

In  Norwich,  in  the  same  year,  sixty  thousand  people  perished 
from  the  plague,  leaving  only  one-fifth  of  the  population  living. 
Both  these  cities  having  suffered  so  exceptionally  from  this  terrible 
disease,  seems  to  indicate  that  there  was  frequent  traffic  and  com- 
munication between  the  two  towns,  Norwich  at  that  time  being  a 
port. 
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After  this  great  visitation  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that 
"  life  in  Bristol  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  was  deeply- 
tinged  with  Religion.  The  Merchants  and  Burgesses  of  the  town 
engaged  largely  in  Church-building  and  other  like  good  works. 
Numerous  chapels  built  for  special  services  adorned  the  City,  and 
many  Merchants  founded  charities  in  its  different  churches.  The  wills 
of  the  burgesses  are  full  of  bequests  both  to  the  Church  and  the  poor, 
great  care  was  taken  to  ensure  an  honourable  funeral,  and  gifts  were 
left  for  those  who  attended."*  Many,  like  Thomas  Gylmyn  before 
mentioned,  the  Vicar  of  Staines,  took  Holy  Orders. 

The  next  will  is  that  of  Thomas  Gilmyn,  dated  the  Festival  of 
Saint  Edmund  the  Confessor,  1448,  who  desired  to  be  buried  in  the 
Church  of  the  Blessed  Mary  of  Tittebury  (Tetbury),  in  the  county  of 
Gloucestershire,  about  24  miles  from  Bristol.  This  will  is  also  in 
Latin,  and  this  Thomas  Gilmyn  was  probably  a  son  or  relation  of 
Thomas  Gylemyn  of  Bristol,  1404.  There  is  a  further  will  of  Thomas 
Gilmyn  of  the  same  date,  and  a  third  will  made  by  the  same  Thomas, 
dated  April  8,  1454. 

The  first  of  these  wills  of  Thomas  Gilmyn,  dated  Mar.  18,  1448, 
was  proved  at  "Lamhith"  (Lambeth),  July  14th,  1455,  by  "  Alianor," 
his  wife  and  executrix,  and  the  two  latter,  dated  March  18,  1448  and 
April  18,  1455,  were  proved  on  Nov.  4th,  1457,  also  at  "Lamhith," 
by  his  wife. 

Most  of  the  bequests  were  like  those  of  the  older  Thomas  Gylmyn, 
of  an  ecclesiastical  nature,  and  it  is  rather  singular  that  he  should 
have  made  three  wills,  all  of  which  were  proved. 

In  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  V.  (a.d.  1420),  "the  goods  of  Thos. 
Gilmyn,  of  Tettebury,  fugitive  for  felony,f  were  granted  to  the  Abbot 

*  "  Historic  Towns — Bristol."     By  William  Hunt. 

t  Felony  in  ancient  times  had  not  always  the  same  meaning  in  law  as  in  the  present  day.  Its 
original  significance  was  supposed  to  be  a  vassal  who  failed  in  his  allegiance  to  his  superior,  thus 
committing  an  offence  by  which  he  forfeited  his  fee  or  feud.  A  breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  vassal,  neglect  of  service,  delay  in  seeking  investure  and  the  like  were  felonies.  Injuries  by 
the  lord  against  the  vassal  were  also  felonies.  In  course  of  time  felonies  came  to  mean  capital 
crimes,  although  there  were  a  few  felonies  not  punishable  with  death. — "  Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica." 
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of  Cirencester"  (8  Hy.  V.  rot.  7).  This  in  all  probability  was  the 
same  Thomas  Gilmyn,  and  it  may  explain  his  anxiety  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  Church  by  ecclesiastical  bequests  in  so  many  wills. 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  left  any  children.  At  least  none  are 
mentioned  in  either  of  his  three  wills. 

One  of  these  documents  is  worthy  of  being  printed  as  a  specimen 
of  an  ancient  Latin  will,  with  its  abbreviations,  &c.  For  this  purpose 
the  last  one  is  selected  : — 

"  In  dei  Noie  Amen  Octavo  die  mensis  Aprilis  Anno  Domini 
Millmo  CCCCmo  Quinquagesimo  quinto  Et  Anno  Regni  Regnis 
Henrici  Sexti  post  Conqm  tricesimo  Pcio  Ego  Thomas  Gilmyn  in 
bona  memoria  &  sana  mente  condo  &  facio  testamentum  meum  in 
hunc  modum  In  primis  lego  anima  meam  deo  &  Bte  Marie  ac  omnib3 
Sanctis  eius  &  corpus  meum  ad  sepeliend  in  Ecclia  Bte  Marie  de 
Tetbery  in  Com  Glouc  &  Wigorn  Dioc  Item  do  &  lego  matrici  Ecctie 
Wigorn  iiis.  iiijd.  Item  lego  pcuratorib3  Ecctie  de  Tettebery  predict 
p  tempore  existent  ad  usum  ecctie  eiusdem  p  sepultur  mea  iftm  xiiis.  iiijd. 
Item  lego  cuiiit  lumini  eiusdem  Ecctie  xiid.  Item  lego  torchijs  eiusdem 
Ecctie  p  sustentacoe  eorund  xiiis.  iiijd.  Item  lego  lumini  sepulcri  Dili 
nri  Jfru  Christi  iijs.  iiijd.  Item  lego  p  curator^  ecctie  de  Tetbury 
predict  vjs.  viijd.  ad  inveniend  unam  ceream  stantem  &  ardentem  post 
decessum  meum  p  unu  annu  integru  ad  alt  altare  in  ecctia  Bte  Marie 
Virginis  de  Tetbery  predict  coram  corpor  domini  nri  Jliu  Xpi  tempo? 
cuiuslibet  misse  celebratur  Item  do  volo  lego  ordino  &  constituto  ac 
omib}  homib}  certifico  qd  Hec  est  mea  ultima  voluntas  qd  om'ia  terr 
tenta  mea  prat  pascua  &  pastur  Reddit"1  Revsiones  &  s^vicia  cum 
omnib}  &  singlis  eoa  ptineii  de  &  in  Villis  &  Camptis  de  Tetbery 
Chorlton  Upton  &  Avenyng  in  Com  Gloucestr  &  in  Villa  et  in  Campis  de 
Lang  Newton  in  Coin  Wilts  post  decessum  meum  et  Alianore  uxorf  mee 
&  heredf  mei  de  corpor  ipius  Alianore  ltimepcreat  put  in  quadam  carta 
p  Henricu  Periton  Vinetariu  de  Tetbury  &  Wal?um  Toly  Capm.  Michi 
&  prefat  Alianor  uxori  mee  &  heredib3  meis  quos  ego  de  corpor  eiusct 
Alianore  ltime  pcreaverim  in  cuius  Datt  est  xxviij0.  die  Marcij  Anno 
Regni  Regf   Henrici   Sexti  post   conquestum  xxviimo.  satf  liquet  & 
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apparet  p  Executores  meos  vel  executor  eordem  sive  executor  executor 
eorum  &  post  mortem  eorum  p  vicariii  de  Tetbury  predict  &  p  quatuor 
notabiles  viros  ac  quatuor  procuratores  Ecctie  de  Tetbery  predict 
meliori  modo  disponant1'.  &  non  vendanf.  ad  dei  &  Bte  Marie  Virgi's 
&  oim  Sanctor  suorum  honorem  &  sustentacionem  dei  svic  iftm  & 
pfitum  totius  poch  eiusdem  Videlit  si  fieri  potit  ad  faciend  &  fundand 
quandam  Cantaria  Sancte  Trinitate  in  Ecclia  Bte  Marie  de  Tetbery 
predict  ad  celebrand  p  bono  statu  Excellentissimi  Domini  nri  Regis 
Henrici  Sexti  Anglie  post  conqm  &  Margarete  Regine  Anglie  Consort^ 
sue  &  oim  amicor  &  benefactor  meorum  &  p  animab3  pentum  meor  & 
p  anima  mea  &  anima  Alianor  uxoris  mee  benefactor  nror  et  oim  fideliu 
defunctor  Item  do  &  lego  Executorib}  meis  viginti  quatuor  marcas 
stlingor  ad  inveniend  in  Eccfia  de  Tetbury  predict  p  trienniu  unii 
Capellanu  habilem  &  idoneum  ad  celebrand  p  anima  mea  &  animab3 
pentu  meor  &  amicorum  meor  &  oim  fidelm  defunctor  ad  altar  Sancte 
Trinitatf  de  Tetbury  predict  Item  lego  uxori  mee  Residuum  omnium 
aliorum  bonor  meorum  non  legator  si  ipa  me  supvixerit  &  se  solam 
custodierit  &  si  virum  post  meam  mortem  cepit  tunc  volo  &  ordino  q 
ipa  tantum  heat  nisi  tcia  ptem  alior  bonorum  sic  remanentiii  Ultra 
diet  xxH  Marcas  Executory  meis  ad  predcni  Capm.  idoneii  sic  supius 
inveniend  lega't  Et  q  de  Residuo  eorundem  bonor  &  catallor  ut 
Capellanus  p  ea  vel  eorum  precio  inveniat1'.  q  diu  eadem  bona  et 
catalla  vel  eor  pcium  durant  vel  durat  ad  celebrand  p  animabus  pentum 
meorum  et  animabus  mei  &  dicte  uxoris  mee  Et  si  diet  terr  &  ten  ad 
Cantariam  prenotat  sic  superius  faciend  &  fundand  dari  ullo  modo  non 
possint  tunc  volo  &  concedo  qd.  post  mortem  diet  uxorf  mee  &  si  dicta 
uxor  mea  sine  heredib}  obcerit  quos  ego  de  corpor  eiusdem  ltime 
pcreavim  qd.  omia  predca  rre  et  tenta  Reddit  Reversiones  &  Dvic  cum 
ofhib3  suis  ptinen  per  Executores  meos  vel  Executores  eorum  sive 
executores  Executor  eorum  &  post  mortem  eorum  p  Vicariu  de  Tette- 
bury  predict  &  pcator  eiusdem  ac  p  quatuos  ali5s  pbos  et  fidedignos 
homines  eiusdem  pochie  ad  verii  valorem  inde  faciend  vendant1'.  & 
pecunia  inde  pveiens  presbi?  is  idoneis  distribuat1'.  ad  celebrand  p 
animab3  pentu  meorum  &  anima  mea  &  aia  Alianore  uxorf  mee  & 
animab3  oim  fideliu  defunctorum  quorum  animabus  ppiciet1'.  deus 
Amen  Et  si  predca  ?re  &  tenka  Redditus  Reversiones  &  svicia  ad 
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verum  valore  eorundem  ut  superius  liquet  non  vendantr.  ut  voluntas 
mea  predca  impleri  non  po?  it  ut  supra  constat  tunc  volo  q  omia  predca 
tre  &  teiita  Redditus  Reversiones  &  svic  cum  ofnibus  eorum  ptinen 
ppinquiori  heredi  meo  &  hered  de  corpor  suo  ltime  pcreat  remaneant 
tenend  de  capit  dnis  feod  ill  p  ^vicia  inde  debit  &  de  Jur  consueta  Et  si 
contingat  predcfh  p  pinquiore  heredem  meii  sine  heredib}  de  corpor 
suo  ltime  pcreatf  obire  tunc  volo  et  concedo  qd.  01a  predca  tre  & 
tenta  Redditus  Reversiones  &  svicia  cum  ornib3  eorum  ptinen  Rectis 
heredib}  dicti  ppinquiorf  hered  mei  remaneant  ad  vendend  et  disponend 
ad  eorum  verum  valorem  &  q  pecunia  inde  pveieris  presbi?  is  Idoneis 
distribuat1-.  ad  celebrand  p  anima  mea  &  anima  uxorf  mee  predicte  & 
p  animabus  benefactorum  nrorum  ac  01m  fideliu  defunctorf  ordino  faco 
&  constituo  Executores  meos  prefat  Alianora  &  Johannem  Stanley  de 
Bristollia  mercatorem  Hijs  testb3  Magro  Johanne  Fitz  Waren  Clico 
Rcore  Ecclie  Sancte  Trinitatis  Bristollie  Henrico  Piryton  Vicar  Ecclie 
de  Tetbury  Johanne  Chewe  WalPo  Toly  Johanne  Spekke  Johanne 
Baker  Rico  Cabell  Willmo  Ramys  Barbor.  &  alijs  Dat  Die  et  Anno 
pdcis  In  cuius  Rei  testimoniu  pntib}  Sigillum  meu  apposui. 

"  Probatum  fuit  sufrascriptu  testamentii  apud  Lamehith  quinto  die 
Mensis  Novembr  Anno  Domini  MillTmo  CCCCmo.  lviimo.  Commissaq3 
fuit  administracco  oim  &  singlox  bonox  dicti  defunct!  Alianor  Relicte 
et  Executrici  in  dco  testamento  nominat  de  bene  et  fide?  administrand 
bona  rimoi  ac  de  pleno  et  fideli  Inventario  01m  &  singiorum  bono^ 
hmoi  domino  citra  Festum  Natal  Dili  px  extiic  sequen  exhibend 
Necno  de  piano  compoto  calclo  &cf  Al?o  coexecutore  in  dicto 
testat0.  nominat  onus  admistracois  hmoi  in  se  assume?  expresse  ad 
tunc  recusante." 

The  next  will  in  date  is  that  of  "  Richard  Gylmyn  of  Chevynnege 
in  the  pariasshe  of  Horsley  in  the  Countie  of  Glouc.  husbandman," 
dated  July  1st,  1538,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. ,  and  proved 
June  27,  1539. 

He  leaves  his  "bodye  to  be  buried  in  the  Churchyarde  of  Horsley," 
and  he  bequeaths  "  to  the  mayntenance  of  a  light  before  the  Sacra- 
ment and  the  Roode  light  VI  Sheep,"  and  by  a  codicil  of  the  will 
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made  the  same  day,  "  aboute  VI,  VII,  VIII,  ix  or  x  of  the  clocke  att 
after  none  Richard  Gylmyn  bequeathed  to  the  mayntenance  of  the 
light  before  the  Sacrament  and  the  Roode  of  Horsley  Churche  VI 
sheepe  over  and  above  the  VI  sheepe  in  his  Testament  before 
bequeathed." 

There  are  several  relations  mentioned  in  this  will,  which  the 
writer  has  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  pedigree,  and  has  continued  the 
same  from  the  wills  of  Brian  Gilman,  Richard's  nephew,  proved  Jan. 
13,  1608,  and  his  great  nephew,  Thomas  Gilman,  son  of  Brian,  whose 
will  was  proved  in  1652. 

In  the  State  Papers  of  King  Henry  VIII.  of  the  date  of  March 
20,  1523,  there  is  the  following  grant : — 

"  Art.  2293  No.  20 

"  Grant  to  Richard  Gilman  Lease  of  a  pasture  called  Warth,  and 
Newclease,  in  the  lordship  of  Slymbryg  Glouc.  late  of  the  Marquis  of 
Barkeley,  except  woods,  mines  &c.  for  2 1  years ;  at  an  annual  rent  of 
6£  13s  4d  &  6s  8d  of  increase  Del  Hampton  Court  20  March  14  Henry 
VIII.  S  B  Pat  p.  2  M.  24/' 

In  the  will  of  Richard  Gylmyn  of  Horsley  he  devises  to  his 
brother  John  and  his  nephews  John  and  Thomas  "  all  the  right  title 
interest  and  terme  that  he  in  any  wise  hathe  in  the  pasture  called  the 
Warthe  and  new  lease  w*  their  appurteuncy  lying  within  the  said 
parish  of  Slymbridge  graunted  to  hym  by  lease  and  letters  patent  for 
the  terme  of  2 1  years." 

There  are  descendants  of  the  brothers  of  Richard  Gylmyn  at  the 
present  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Horsley,  in  Gloucestershire. 

Later  than  this  into  the  pedigrees  of  the  Gloucester  Gillmans  the 
writer  has  not  gone.  The  wills  are  mostly  no  doubt  to  be  found  in 
the  Probate  Registries  in  Gloucester  and  in  Bristol,  and  the  Parish 
Registers  of  Horsley  contain  many  entries  of  Gillmans. 
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It  will  be  recollected  that  Henry  Gilman  of  Deptford,  Keeper  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Store  Houses  for  Navigation,  was  the  son  of  a 
Richard  Gilman  of  Bristol  (see  pedigrees  on  pages  26,  40  and  42), 
who  married  Anne,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  John  Chaucer,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Sir  Walter  Payne,  Knight. 

This  is  not,  of  course,  the  same  Richard  Gilman  as  before 
mentioned,  of  Horsley,  Gloucestershire,  and  we  have  no  information 
as  to  what  connection  he  had  with  Bristol.  His  will  is  not  at 
Somerset  House  and  may  have  been  registered  in  the  Probate 
Registry  at  Bristol,  but  as  the  wills  now  in  existence  in  that  city 
do  not  date  further  back  than  1593,  it  is  not  to  be  found  there. 

John  Chaucer,  the  father-in-law  of  Richard  Gilman,  and  son-in- 
law  of  Sir  Walter  Payne,  Knight,  was  possibly  a  descendant  or 
relation  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer  the  Poet  (son  of  John  Chaucer)  of 
Edward  III.  and  Richard  II. 's  reigns. 

John  Gylmyn  (the  brother  of  Richard  Gylmyn  'of  Bristol') 
Yeoman  of  the  Crown  in  Henry  VIII. 's  time,*  was  made  '  Keeper ' 
or  Governor  of  Bristol  Castle  by  Royal  Grant  in  1524.  Bristol 
Castle,  originally  built  by  Bishop  Geoffrey  of  Coutances  in  1086, 
and  considerably  added  to  by  the  Earl  of  Gloucester  in  1121,  was  a 
strong  fortress,  though  probably  at  that  time,  Henry  VIII. 's  reign, 
much  fallen  into  decay.  It  stood  on  a  vast  mound  facing  the  eastern 
side  of  the  town,  at  the  summit  of  the  present  Castle  Street,  and 
consisted  of  a  square  keep  the  largest  in  the  kingdom,  save  those 
of  Colchester  Castle  and  the  Tower  of  London.  In  the  inner  ward 
there  was  a  splendid  banqueting  hall  of  which  the  thirteenth  century 
entrance  may  still  be  seen  in  Tower  Street.  Besides  this  and  the 
substructure  of  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  to  the  east  of  the 
keep,  there  is  little  now  to  be  seen  of  the  famous  stronghold  which, 
after  being  purchased  by  the  City  from  the  Crown  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  was  shortly  afterwards  demolished. 

*  See  "  Gilmans  of  London  and  Neighbourhood,"  Chapter  III. 
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Amongst  the  "  Domestic  State  Papers "  of  Charles  II.  the 
searcher  came  across  some  particulars  concerning  a  Rev.  John 
Gilman,  Vicar  of  Wittington,  Gloucestershire,  which  are  of  some 
interest. 

This  John  Gilman  might  have  been  a  son  of  Brian  Gilman 
before  mentioned,  who  died  in  1652,  or  he  may  be  of  another  family- 
altogether. 

In  the  "Herald's  Visitation  of  Gloucestershire"  in  1683  is  this 
entry  : — "  John  Gilman  of  Withington  Gloucershire  Clerk  Arms  7iot 
allowed."  So  it  was  not  always  that  the  Heralds  granted  or  allowed 
arms. 

Record  Office,  "Domestic  State  Papers,"  Charles  II.,  Vol.  VII.,  1660. 

"Article  56. 

"To  the  King's  most  Excelent  Majesty 

"  The  humble  petition  of  John  Gilman,  Clerke 

"  Humbly  Sheweth 

"That  your  Petitioner  about  three   years  since  upon  the  death 

of  the   late  incumbent  was    presented    to  the  Parsonage   of 

Withington  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  and  where  ever  since  he  hath 
officiated  Your  Petitioner  hath  been  duly  ordained  according  to  the 
institution  of  the  church  of  England  and  hath  ever  been  ready  and 
assisting  in  your  Majesties  service  upon  all  occasions 

"  He  humbly  prays  your  Gracious  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  continue  him  therein  by  your  Majesties  Grant 

"  And  your  Petit1-  shall  pray  &c." 

"At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  6th  day  of  July  1660 

"  His  Majestie  is  graciously  pleased  to  referr  this  Petition  to  the 
consideraco  of  D1'.  Sheldon,  Dr.  Earles,  and  Morley,  or  any  two  of  them 
who  are  to  informe  themselves  of  the  Petitioners  capacity  and  merit 
and  thereof  certify  his  Matie  who  will  then  declare  his  further  pleasure 

"  Edw  Nicholas  " 
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"We  to  whom  this  Petition  is  referred  are  satisfied  in  the  infor- 
mation concerning  the  abilities  &  conversation  of  the  Petitioner  and 
believe  him  a  person  capable  of  his  Maties  favour 

"Jo  Earles 
"  Geor  Morley." 
(On  back  of  letter)         "  Gilman  John." 

"Domestic  State  Papers,"  Charles  II.,  1 660-1661. 
"1660  "Vol.  XXIV.  fo.  435. 

"Dec.         James  Lloyd    to   Mr.  Whittaker   sends   the  paper  for  his 
"  Sat.  friend   Gilman,   with   note   of  Gilbert  Osborn  as   the  last 

incumbent   of  Whittington  Deanery  of  Winchcombe   Co. 
Gloucester.     Encloses " 

"1660.     137.      Certificate  by  Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  and  nine 
others  of  the  loyalty  and  orthodoxy  of  John  Gilman  " 

Record  Office,  "Domestic  State  Papers,"  Vol.  XXIV.,  Charles  II. 
"December  19 — 31.  1660. 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  returned  you  the  papers  I  had  from  you  for  my  friend 
Mr  Gilman  perfected  according  as  is  required  by  the  reference  Clearly 
fitt  for  the  further  dispatch  with  his  Majesty  which  I  entreate  you  will 
be  pleased  to  do  by  Munday  Morning  next  with  my  other  smaller 
business  remaining  with  you  vid*.  the  pardon  of  Tomson  and  the 
warrant  for  a  pardon  Crashaw  whom  you  will  Very  much  oblige  fr 

"  Your'  Very  affectionate  Serv* 

"  James  F.  Loyd. 
"  these  in  the  afternoon 
"  this  instant  Saturday 

"  Gilbert  Osborne  the  last  incumbent  of  Withington  in  the 
Denery  of  Winchcombe  in  the  County  of  Gloster  in  the  diocese  of 
Worcester." 

(Back  of  letter)  : 

"  To  his  Worthy  Friend  Mr  Whittaker  at  the  hoSoble  Sir  Edward 
Miles  Lodgings  at  Whitehall  theese  " 
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Record  Office,  "  Domestic  State  Papers,"  Charles  II.,  Vol.  XXIV. 

"  These  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  bearer 
thereof  John  Gilman,  Clerke  is  a  person  well  known  unto  us,  to  be  of  a 
godly  and  pious  conversation,  Orthodox  in  judgment,  and  hath  in  all 
those  late  revolutions  and  changes  given  good  demonstrations  of  his 
constant  affection,  and  loyalty  to  his  Majesty 

"  An.  Ashley  Roper*  Fra  Henry  Lee 

Edw  Hungerford  Rich  Grobher  (?)  Howe 

Geo  Howe  Jo  Ernli 
Edw  Poole 

John  Howe  Thos  Masters  " 

Jo  Norden 

"Article  137.     Part  II. 

"  Among  the  Records  Muniments  and  Memorandums  remaining 
in  the  Custody  of  the  Remembrancer  of  first  fruits  and  tenths 
Touching  the  Annual  values  of  Rectoryes  Vicarages  &c.  in  the 
County  of  Gloucester  (Among  other  things)  is  contayned  as  followeth 

(Vizt) 
"  Withington  Rectoria  per  Anum  7  Clear  Value  xxx^ 
"  Sum  in  all  60/- 

"  Exd  by  George  Farington  Deputy  of  James  Rogers  Remem- 
brancer 

"  Glous  :  comitat " 

On  a  flat  stone  in  the  Chancel  of  Chadworth  Church,  seven  miles 
from  Cirencester,  is  this  inscription  : — "  Dorothea,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Mr  Gilman  Rector  of  Withington  &  wife  of  Geoffrey  Wall  M.A. 
Vicar  of  this  Church  died  July  13.  1725  aged  63." 

Arthur  Gilman,  in  his  "Gilman  Genealogy,"  page  281,  says: — 
"  It  is  said  that  some  interesting  Gilman  monuments  exist  in 
Gloucester  Cathedral." 

*  Ashley  Cooper  in  Catalogue. 
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The  writer  communicated  with  the  Cathedral  authorities  and 
received  the  following  from  the  Sub-Sacrist : — "  I  have  inspected 
every  monument  and  tablet  in  the  Cathedral  and  Cloisters  but 
without  success ; "  —  so  there  are  no  Gilman  monuments  in  the 
Cathedral. 

In  "Edmondson's  Heraldry,"  1780,  the  arms  of  the  Gilmans, 
Gloucestershire,  are  given:  "Sa.  a  man's  leg  couped  at  the  thigh 
argent." 


Appendix  to  Chapter  VII. 


AMONGST  the  list  of  names  of  Members  returned  to  Parliament 
between  12 13  and   1702*  is  found  Willmus  Gilemyn,  who  was 
returned  with  Thos  Aureham  for  Canterbury  City  in  20  Edward 
II.  (1326-7)  and  Johannes  Gylemyn,  who  was  returned  with  Joh.  de 
Duryngton  for  Salisbury  City,  12  Edw.  III.  (1338). 

These  are,  no  doubt,  the  William  and  John  Gylemyn  (the  second) 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

The  expulsion  of  William  Gylemyn  from  the  City  of  Bristol  in 
13 15  occurred  at  the  time  of  what  is  termed  the  'Great  Insurrection' 
in  Bristol,  which  was  brought  about  by  various  causes.  Amongst 
others  the  Merchant  Guild,  which  was  invested  with  the  government 
of  the  town,  had  a  natural  tendency  to  become  an  exclusive  body. 
There  was  no  means  of  compelling  the  ruling  body  to  admit  new 
members  into  its  fellowship,  and  it  gradually  dwindled  down  to  a 
narrow  oligarchy.  Such  a  body  naturally  tried  to  usurp  the  right  of 
electing  the  magistrates  and  to  become  permanent  and  self-elective. 
They  were  headed  by  William  Randolf,  who  had  already  been  Mayor 
three  times,  and  thirteen  others,  the  names  of  some  being  given  in  the 
Memorandum   de  Pari,   9   Edward  II.,  No.   8,  membrane  7,  "  Wiftm 

Randolfe  ,  Wittm  Gylemyn  Clicum  [&  alios  Burgess]  dee  Vitte 

Bristoll,"  being  specifically  mentioned.  They  were  opposed  by  the 
Commonalty,  the  townsmen  at  large,  who  declared  that  all  the 
burgesses  were  on  the  same  footing  and  ought  to  have  an  equal  share 
in  the  privileges  of  the  town.  The  Fourteen  tried  to  strengthen 
themselves  by   an   alliance  with  the  Court  and   by  maintaining  the 

*  "  Return  of  the  Members  of  Parliament,  1213-1702."     British  Museum  Library. 
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authority  of  the  Constable  of  the  Castle,  while  the  Commonalty  was 
secretly  favoured  by  the  Lords  who  were  in  opposition  to  Edward  II. 

The  dispute  between  the  two  parties  in  the  town  came  to  a  head 
about  certain  customs,  and  especially  about  the  toll  on  fish.  The 
Commonalty  refused  to  pay  this  toll  and  would  not  allow  Badelesmere, 
the  Constable  of  the  Castle,  to  collect  it  or  any  other  tax.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Fourteen,  faithful  to  their  alliance  with  the  royal  authority, 
tried  to  enforce  the  toll,  allied  themselves  with  Badelesmere  and  upheld 
his  claims.  The  King  appointed  a  commission  to  try  the  case  and 
at  its  head  was  Lord  Thomas  of  Berkeley.  The  judges  met  in  the 
Guildhall  and  a  jury  was  formed,  which,  contrary  to  the  privileges  of 
Bristol,  included  men  who  were  not  burgesses  and  were  probably 
Gloucestershire  men,  more  or  less  under  the  Berkeley  influence. 
When  the  leaders  of  the  Commonalty  saw  this  they  incited  the 
townsmen  to  rise,  who  attacked  the  Guildhall.  The  Court  broke  up 
in  confusion  ;  in  the  panic  several  tried  to  escape  by  the  windows,  fell 
into  the  street  and  broke  their  limbs.  A  fierce  fight  took  place  and 
twenty  men  were  killed,  but  the  judges  got  away  in  safety.  The  King 
seized  the  liberties  of  the  town,  appointed  Badelesmere  warden,  and 
on  May  2,  13 13,  deprived  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of  the  return  of  writs. 
Meanwhile,  the  Fourteen  (including  William  Randolf  and  William 
Gylemyn)  were  chased  from  the  town,  and  though  the  King  ordered 
that  they  should  be  restored  and  received  as  fellow  citizens,  the  order 
was  disregarded,  the  Commonalty  "  took  by  force  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  aforesaid  Wm.  Randolf  and  the  others  in  the  said 
town  to  the  value  of  ^2,000  and  drove  their  wives  and  children,  their 
servants  and  tenants  out  of  the  town." 

In  consequence  of  these  lawless  proceedings,  early  in  13 14,  the 
Earl  of  Gloucester  marched  against  Bristol  with  20,000  men,  the 
forces  of  three  shires,  and  demanded  its  surrender.  The  ringleaders 
of  the  insurrection  refused  to  surrender,  and  the  Earl,  who  had  been 
warned  by  the  King  not  to  proceed  to  extremities,  as  all  the  troops 
were  needed  for  the  Scottish  war,  withdrew  his  forces. 

In  the  next  year  the  town  was  again  besieged  by  a  regular  army, 
led  by  John   Charlton,  the   Chamberlain,   and   Maurice  of  Berkeley 
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employed  his  ships  in  cutting  off  the  approach  by  water.  At  first 
the  townsmen  stood  firm,  for  another  Scottish  expedition  was  talked 
of,  but  they  were  mistaken.  Large  stones,  thrown  from  the  Castle 
by  machines,  shook  their  walls  and  houses,  and  they  were  forced  to 
open  their  gates.  Several  burgesses  were  imprisoned  and  peace  was 
purchased  by  the  payment  of  a  fine  of  4,000  marks  and  the  arrears  of 
the  customs.  Randolf  and  his  coadjutors  re-entered  the  town  on  the 
"20th  Sunday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Andrew  the  Apostle,"  10  Edward 
II.  (13 16),  and  the  Commonalty  promised  the  King  general  good 
behaviour  for  the  future. 


In  the  first  year  of  the  reign   of  Edward    IV.  (146 1-2)  Richard 
Gylmyn  was  appointed  Serjeant-at-Arms  to  the  King.     This  appoint-- 
ment  was  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  7  &  8  Edward  IV.  (1468), 
Rot.  Pari.,  Vol.  5,  p.  592b  : — 

"  In  the  act  of  Resumption  of  the  King's  Honors,  Lordshippes, 
&c.  &c.  wfr.  he  was  seized  and  possessed  of  the  4th  day  of  March,  the 
first  year  of  his  reign  &c.  &c.     .     .     .     Among  the  provisions     . 

(mem.  15)  "Provided  alwey,  that  this  Acte  of  Resumption,  ne 
noon  oder  made  or  to  be  made  in  this  present  Parlt, 
extend  not  ne  be  prejudiciall  to  James  Manthorp 
Richard,  Gylmyn  .  .  .  Squiers,  oure 
Serjauntes  at  Armes,  nor  to  eny  of  them,  or  for 
any  Graunte  or  Grauntes,  by  our  Letters  Patentes 
to  theym  severally  made,  of  the  Office  of  Serjeaunt 
at  Armes,  or  to  be  Serjeaunt  at  Armes,  or  of  xijd  by 
the  day,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  occupation  of 
Serjeaunt  at  Armes.     .     .     ." 

This  appointment  was  again  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
13  Edw.  IV.  (1473),  Rot.  Pari.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  89b:— 

"  Act  to  compel  all  persons  holding  any  patent  &c.  for  any  sums 
of  money,  dated  prior  to  1  Dec.  10  Edw.  IV,  to  prove  their  just  claim 
to  said  money,     .     .     .     Among  the  provisions     . 
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(mem.  n)  "  Provided  alwey,  that  this  Acte  of  Resumption  .  .  . 
extend  not  or  be  in  anywise  prejudiciall  unto  our 
Graunte  &  Letters  Patent  berying  date  the  first  daye 
of  August,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reigne,  made  to 
Richard  Gilmyn,  to  be  oon  of  our  Serjeauntes  atte 
armes  for  terme  of  his  lyfe,  taking  yearly  in  the 
same  Office  of  Serjeaunt  atte  armes,  xij  d:  by  the 
day,  as  in  our  seid  Letters  Patentes  more  at  large  is 
conteigned     . 

Serjeants-at-Arms  were  in  ancient  times  gentlemen  of  less  than 
knightly  rank,  serving  on  horseback,  and  later  they  were  the  Royal 
body  guard  of  gentlemen  armed  cap-a-pie.  By  the  statute  of  13  Rich. 
II.,  c.  6,  their  number  was  limited  to  thirty.  Their  office  was  to  attend 
the  person  of  the  King,  to  arrest  offenders,  and  to  attend  the  Lord 
High  Steward  when  sitting  in  judgment  upon  a  peer.  Two  of  these 
Serjeants-at-Arms,  by  the  King's  permission,  attend  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  particulars  of  Richard  Gylmyn, 
&c.,  that  the  Gylmyns  appear  to  have  been  in  the  Royal  service  of 
various  kings  from  the  time  of  Henry  III.  (1 260)  to  that  of  Henry  VIIL, 
Queen  Mary  and  Queen  Elizabeth. 
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IN  the  20th  or  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  (1326-7), 
William  Gylemyn,  in  conjunction  with  Thomas  Aureham,  was 
returned  to  Parliament  to  represent  the  City  of  Canterbury.* 

This  William  Gylemyn,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
last  Chapter,  was  no  doubt  William  Gylemyn,  Clerk  and  Attorney, 
formerly  of  Bristol,  and  was  therefore  amongst  the  earliest  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  this  year  (1326)  Queen  Isabella,  the 
wife  of  Edward  II.,  headed  the  insurrection  against  him,  landing  on 
Sept.  22  in  the  River  Orwell,  in  Suffolk.  She  was  joined  by  all  the 
most  distinguished  persons  in  Suffolk,  including  the  Earl  of  Kent, 
the  King's  own  brother.  Edward,  deserted  by  all  except  the  two 
Despencers  and  a  few  of  their  supporters,  left  London  and  took  refuge 
at  first  at  Bristol. 

The  Bristol  townsmen  strongly  supported  Queen  Isabella,  the 
mother  of  Edward  III.,  and  compelled  the  Governor  of  the  Castle, 
Despencer,  who  had  been  left  by  Edward  to  hold  the  same  when  he 
fled  to  Wales,  to  surrender  the  town  and  castle  to  the  Queen,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  whole  commonalty  of  the  Realm,  the  young 
Edward  was  elected  guardian  of  the  kingdom  by  the  shouts  of  their 
armed  followers,  Jan.,  1327.  His  father,  Edward  II.,  was  afterwards 
imprisoned  in  Berkeley  Castle,  not  far  from  Bristol,  where  he  was 
probably  murdered  in  a  horrible  manner  on  Sept.  21,  1327,  though 
the  Knights  and  Burgesses  of  Bristol  were  called  to  come  and  view 
the  body  to  see  that  it  bore  no  marks  of  violence. 

*  "Names  of  Members  returned  to  Parliament,"  1213  to  1702.     British  Museum. 


134  The  Gillmans  of  Kent. 


Four  months  after  the  proclamation  of  Edward  III.  as  King, 
Geoffrey  Gilmyn  was  appointed  Custodian  or  Governor  of  Canterbury- 
Castle,  as  appears  in  the  "  Clarendon  Patent  Roll,"  dated  May  30th, 
1327,  or  the  1st  year  of  Edward  III. 

The  following  is  the  translation  from  the  original  Latin  : — 

"  The  King  grants  to  his  beloved  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  of  Canterbury 
the  custody  of  the  Gate  of  the  King's  Castle  of  Canterbury  as  long  as  the 
King  shall  please  in  the  same  manner  as  others  have  held  the  same 
receiving  for  his  office  the  customary  wages.  In  Witness  whereof 
witness  the  King.  At  York  30th  day  of  May.  By  writ  of  Privy  Seal. 
And  it  is  commanded  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  that  he  shall  deliver  to 
the  said  Geoffrey  the  bailwick  aforesaid  to  hold  in  manner  aforesaid." 

In  the  "Domestic  State  Papers"  of  Edward  III.     Part  II.,  fol.  105, 

1327  to  30. 

1327       "Grant  to  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  of  Canterbury  of  the  custody  of 
May  30     the  gate  of  the  King's  Castle  of  Canterbury  during  pleasure. 
York       By  p.s.  mandate  in  pursuance  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent." 

This  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  was,  no  doubt,  a  relative,  probably  a 
brother  of  William  Gilmyn,  the  Member  for  Canterbury  and 
formerly  a  Burgess  of  Bristol,  and  both  may  have  been  sons  of 
'  John  Gylmyn  and  Emma  his  wife '  who  owned  '  two  houses  in 
Canterbury'  in  the  second  year  of  Edward  II.,  1308-9  (see  Kent 
"Feet  of  Fines,"  No.  72),  the  said  John  Gylmyn  being  the  Marshal 
(Marescallus)  of  Edward  II.,  131 1  to  13 16  (see  pages  no  to  113). 

The  appointment  of  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  as  '  Custodian  of  the  gate 
of  the  King's  Castle  at  Canterbury'  was  made  when  Edward  III. 
was  at  York  engaged  in  the  expedition  against  the  Scots  who  had 
invaded  Cumberland.  No  doubt  he  felt,  during  his  absence  in  the 
North,  he  could  depend  on  the  loyalty  of  the  Bristol  townsman, 
Geoffrey  Gilmyn,  hence  his  appointment  by  Writ  of  Privy  Seal  and 
mandate  in  pursuance  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent. 

Geoffrey  Gilmyn  probably  continued  to  reside  in  Canterbury  or 
the  neighbourhood  and  left  descendants  in  the  county.     In  the  year 
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1 43 1,  two  brothers,  living  at  Wittersham,  near  Appledore,  in  Kent, 
were  convicted  before  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  of  heresy  and 
Lollardie  and  of  harbouring  heretical  teachers,  especially  one  Peter 
Gylmyn.  "Mandatum  factum  ad  vocandum  hereticos  ad  penetenciam," 
&c.     (MSS.  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canterbury.) 

In  1478  Richard  Gilmyn,  Brother  of  the  Hospital  of  Saint  Har- 
boldowne,  situated  about  one  mile  from  Canterbury,  died  ;  his  will, 
proved  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  that  Cathedral  City,  shows  the 
continuance  of  Geoffrey's  descendants  in  or  near  Canterbury. 

The  Hospital  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  Harbledown  (as  now  spelt),  was 
founded  in  1084,  by  Archbishop  Lanfranc,  for  lepers  :  those  poor 
outcasts  from  society,  suffering  from  a  loathsome  disease,  cared  for 
by  none,  and  on  whom  none  but  a  '  religious  '  would  attend. 
Brother  Gilmyn  had  no  doubt  devoted  his  life  to  the  work  and  was  a 
*  Father  Damien  '  of  that  period.  In  course  of  time  the  terrible 
disease  has  been  stamped  out  in  this  country,  and  the  '  Hospital ' 
now  consists  of  almshouses,  being  a  range  of  cottages  and  gardens, 
with  a  large  common  hall  in  the  centre  and  a  fine  old  church, 
consisting  of  chancel,  nave  and  tower.  A  prior,  chaplain  and  steward 
now  preside  over  the  establishment. 

Harbledown  is  situated  one  mile  from  the  West  Gate  of  Canter- 
bury, on  the  road  from  London,  on  high  ground  from  which 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  views  of  Canterbury  greeted  the  pilgrim 
in  ancient  times  on  his  journey  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Thomas-a- 
Becket. 

Here  the  first  sight  of  his  journey's  goal  burst  upon  his  vision. 
Nothing  could  be  more  striking  than  the  great  mass  of  the  Cathedral, 
with  the  hooded  outline  of  the  Chapter  House  lying  monk -like 
beside  it,  lifting  its  deep  shadows  against  the  clear  blue  of  the 
mid-day  sky,  or  flushed  all  over  with  the  rosy  glow  of  sunset.  Far 
in  the  distance  are  visible  the  white  cliffs  of  Pegwell  Bay,  under 
which  Augustine  landed  on  his  mission  to  subject  the  English  Church 
to  Roman  influence. 
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At  the  hospital  was  kept  the  upper  leather  of  Becket's  shoe, 
which  one  of  the  Brothers  duly  presented  to  the  pilgrim  to  be  kissed 
on  his  journey  to  the  shrine. 

The  Lepers  and  the  Brothers  who  attended  on  them  are  now  all 
departed,  buried  probably  under  the  flagstones  in  the  church.  Brother 
Richard  Gilmyn  directed,  in  his  will,  his  body  to  be  buried  there,  and 
left  Andrew  Gilmyn  one  of  his  executors. 

The  descendants  of  Geoffrey  Gilmyn  now  become  noticeable  and 
frequent  in  the  wills  proved  at  Canterbury. 

Emme  Gylmyn's  (widow)  will  is  proved  on  Sept.  10th,  1497,  and 
directs  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  All  Halwyn  in 
Whitstaple  (All  Saints,  Whitstable,  about  six  miles  from  Canterbury), 
and  leaves  "  her  best  cotyn  kerchir  unto  the  pyxte  wmin  the  said 
cherch." 

Robert  Gyllmyn  of  Sesalter  (near  Whitstable),  1498;  William 
Gilmyn  of  the  same  parish,  1526  ;  Robert  Gylmyn  of  Whitstaple, 
1528;  James  Gilman  (sic)  of  Queenborough,  1529;  Richard  Gylmyn 
of  Whitstaple,  1532  ;  and  Robert  Gylmyn  of  Canterbury,  1547,  are 
undoubtedly  all  descendants  of  Geoffrey,  being  the  only  Gilmans  in 
Kent  at  that  time  and  existing  only  in  that  one  small  district.  Robert 
Gylmyn  of  Canterbury,  in  1533-4,  "was  paid  for  ryding  to  London  for 
the  coram"  concerning  the  oath  to  be  sworn  to  our  Sov.  Ld  the  King." 
(7th  Report  of  Hist.  MSS.  Commissioners,  page  152.) 

A  few  more  wills  of  Gilmans  of  this  district  were  registered  up  to 
the  year  1600  or  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  then  the 
family  appears  to  have  dwindled  away  and  died  out  in  Kent,  as  the 
few  Gilmans  whose  names  afterwards  appear  amongst  Kent  wills, 
after  a  period  of  130  years,  during  which  time  no  Gillman  will  was 
registered  in  Kent,  were  no  doubt  from  other  counties. 

Probably  the  last  of  the  original  family  in  Kent  was  Thomas 
Gilman  of  Whitstable,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1636,  but  their 
descendants  were  for  many  years  afterwards  to  be  found  in  Essex,  on 
the  opposite  shore  to  this  part  of  Kent  (see  Chapter  VI.,  "  Gillmans 
of  Essex"). 
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Amongst  the  later  Gilmans  of  Kent,  who  came  from  another 
county,  was  the  Rev.  John  Gilman,  M.A.,  who  was  Prebendary  of 
Rochester  and  Vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Rochester.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  3rd  Stall  of  Rochester  Cathedral  on  April  17,  1689,  and  was 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Gilman,  Rector  of  Withington,  Gloucester- 
shire.* He  matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  17th  May,  1675, 
aged  16,  (subs.)  as  of  St.  John's  College;  demy  Magdalen  College, 
1676-84  ;  took  his  B.A.  22nd  Feb.,  1678-9;  M.A.,  1681;  was  Fellow  of 
Magdalen  College,  1 681 -91  ;  appointed  Rector  of  Kingsdown,  near 
Farningham,  Kent,  and  St.  Nicholas,  Rochester,  1690.  He  was 
expelled  with  other  Fellows  from  Magdalen  College  in  1687,  but  was 
restored  in  the  following  year.t 

The  circumstances  attending  John  Gilman's  expulsion  were  these: 
The  Presidency  of  Magdalen  College  became  vacant,  and  King  James 
II.  appointed  Antony  Farmer,  said  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  to  the 
position.  This  appointment  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Fellows,  who  chose  instead  John  Hough.  In  a  rage  the  King  went 
down  himself  to  browbeat  the  Fellows,  but  they  stoutly  refused  to 
obey  him.  A  special  commission  then  installed  Parker,  Bishop  of 
Oxford — the  new  choice  of  James — while  the  Fellows  were  not  only 
driven  by  royal  edict  from  the  University,  but  the  profession  of 
the  Church  was  shut  against  them.  A  Roman  Catholic,  named 
Gifford,  the  titular  Bishop  of  Madaura,  was  afterwards  placed  over 
Magdalen  College,  in  the  place  of  Bishop  Parker,  deceased,  and 
twelve  Roman  Catholic  Fellows  were  appointed  in  one  day.  A  year 
later  James  felt  the  bitter  truth  that  this  blow,  which,  as  he  fondly 
thought,  struck  at  the  root  of  the  English  Church,  had  in  reality 
been  levelled  with  suicidal  madness  at  the  very  prop  and  pillar  of 
his  own  throne. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  landed  at  Torbay,  in  Devonshire,  on  Nov. 
5th,  1688,  and  before  long  John  Gilman  was  restored  to  his  Fellowship 
at  Magdalen  College. 

*  See  the  last  Chapter,  "  The  Gillmans  of  Bristol  and  Gloucestershire,"  page  129. 
t  Foster's  "  Alumni  Oxonienses,"  Early  Series. 
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In  the  Registers  of  Rochester  Cathedral  are  these  entries : 

"  1695.     Aug.  6.     bapd.  Mary,  d.  of  Mr-  John  Gillman,  by  Anne 
his  wife.     Born  July  20." 

"  1698.     Nov.  24.     Thomas,  son  of  M1'-  John  Gilman,  Prebendary, 
by  Mrs-  Anne  his  wife,  bapd.     Born  Nov.  5." 

"  1699.     Jan.  26.     Harry,  s.  of  M1,  John  Gilman,  Prebendary,  by 
Anne,  his  wife,  baptised.     Born  Jan.  20." 

"1700.     March  12.     Richard,  son  of  Mr*  John  Gilman,  Preb.  by 
Anne  his  wife,  bapd. — born  Feb.  20." 

"  1703.     Sep.  9.     Robert,  s.  of  Mr-  John  Gillman,  Prebendary,  by 
Anne  his  wife,  born  &  baptised." 

In  the  Burial  Register  of  the  Cathedral  appears  : 

'  1696.     Aug.   15.     Mary,    d.    of  Mr*  Jno.    Gilman,   prebendary, 
buried." 

4  1698.     Anne,  d.  of  M1,  John  Gillman,  Prebendary,  buried." 

'  1698.     Feb.  26.     Thos.,  an  infant  s.  of  Mr*  John  Gillman,  Preb., 
buried." 

'  1703.     Sept.  28.     Robert,  s.  of  M1-  John  Gillman,  Preb.,  buried." 
'  1 7 10.     Nov.  22.     Mr#  John  Gilman,  Prebendary,  buried." 

The  Rev.  Prebendary  John  Gilman  died  Nov.  17,  17  10,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Cathedral.  He  left  no  will,  but  Letters  of  Administration 
were  granted  to  his  wife,  Anne  Gilman,  in  London,  in  January,  1710-1 1. 
Two  sons  apparently  survived  him,  Harry  and  Richard,  who  would  be 
respectively  ten  and  nine  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  his  death. 

In  the  Cathedral  of  Rochester  "  under  the  Stairs  up  to  the 
Quire "  (near  a  black  gravestone  to  Christopher  Fogge)  is  the 
following  inscription.* 

*  "The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Rochester."      Printed  for 
E.  Curll  at  the  Dial  and  Bible,  near  St.  Dunstan's  Church,  in  ileet  Street,  London.     1717. 
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Sub  hoc  marmore  conduntur  Reliquia 
Johannis  Gil/nan,  A.M. 

Collcgii  Magdalensis 

Apud  Ox  on.  oli in  socii, 

Hujus  Ecclesice  Canonici, 

Rectoris  de  Kiugs-doivue, 

Et  Sti  Nicholai  infra  banc  Urbem    Vicar  it. 

Here  omnia  vir  e^reeius 

Summd  cum  Jide  obivit  munia 

Dijjicillimis  temporibus, 

Argu mentis,  consilio,  prudentid, 

Collegii  jura  constantissime  defendit ; 

Et  cum  contra  vim 

Ulterius  defendere  non  potuit, 

Cum  iis  pulsus  cessit  Collegio, 

Cum  iis  rediit  restitutio. 

Hujus  Ecclesice  rem  et  statum 

Optime  pcrspexit, 

Prudcntissime  in  omnibus  officiis  administravit, 

Hujusque  Parochice  gregem 

Diligenter  curavit. 

Multis  virtutibus  ornalus, 

Multis  occidit  jtebiiis. 

Plorant 

Parentes  ejus  jilium  observantissimum, 

Coujux  maritum  amantissimum, 

Liberi  patron  milissimum, 

Aviici  amicum  jidelissimum, 

Egeni  patronum  bene/fcum, 

Qui  tamen  omnes, 

Non  tanquam  sine  spe  mcerent, 

Sciunt  enim  easdem  dotes, 

Qucb  eum  ipsis  desideratissimu m , 

Ccelis  ctiam  maturum  reddidisse. 

Et  dum  suo  dolent  detrimento, 

Summam  ejus  fcelicitatem 

Grato  animo  prosequuntur . 

Obiit  17  Nov,  A.D.     M.D.CCX. 
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The  Rev.  Prebendary  John  Gilman  had  a  brother,  named  Henry, 
a  year  his  senior,  who  matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  the 
same  day  as  himself,  17th  May,  1675,  (subs.)  as  of  St.  John's  College, 
demy  Magdalen  College,  1678-86;  took  his  B.A.,  22nd  Feb.,  1678-9; 
M.A.,  1 68 1  ;  and  was  incorporated  at  Cambridge,  1693.* 

The  father  of  the  foregoing  brothers,  the  Rev.  John  Gilman,  was 
at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford  ;  he  matriculated  in  the  year  1649  \  took 
his  B.A.  on  the  25th  Feb.,  1651-2;  took  M.A.  on  7th  July,  1654;  was 
made  Fellow  of  his  College,  1649,  by  the  Parliamentary  visitors,  and 
was  appointed  Rector  of  Withington,  Co.  of  Gloucestershire,  in  1658,! 
which  appointment  was  confirmed  at  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II.  in 
1660  (see  page  129),  many  clergy  who  had  been  appointed  to  livings 
during  the  Commonwealth  being  deprived  for  their  disloyalty  to  the 
Church  and  State.f 

To  come  to  later  times,  the  Rev.  James  Gillman,  Fellow  of  St. 
John's  College,  Oxford  (the  father  of  the  author  of  this  work),  was 
presented  by  his  College,  in  October,  1836,  to  the  Rectory  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Mary's,  Barfreystone,  a  village  situated  midway  between 
Canterbury  and  Dover,  Kent.  Further  particulars  concerning  this 
clergyman  will  be  found  in  Chapter  X.,  under  "  The  Gillmans  of 
Highgate,"  page  189. 

Thus  the  name  of  Gillman  has  been  associated  from  the  earliest 
to  nearly  the  latest  times  with  the  County  of  Kent. 

*  Foster's  "Alumni  Oxonienses,"  Early  Series;  and  Burrow's  "Register  of  the  University 
of  Oxford,  1647  to  1658,"  published  by  the  Camden  Society. 

f  Foster's  "Alumni  Oxoniensis,"  Early  Series. 

\  For  further  particulars  of  the  Rector  of  Withington  see  "  The  Gillmans  of  Bristol  and 
Gloucestershire,"  page  129. 
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